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Section A - Introduction & Summary
The McAnsh Park Neighborhood Plan has been assembled to address specific problems
and issues in the neighborhood. The residents of McAnsh Park have been instrumental in
identifying the issues and helping create solutions. Through a series of public meetings, a
neighborhood-wide survey, the issues were identified and prioritized. The first public
meeting held in June of 2001 attracted well over 100 neighborhood residents.
Subsequently, a Neighborhood Planning Committee was formed to create the specific
strategies to implement the broad vision of the neighborhood. The Planning Committee
met numerous times to review, discuss and refine the implementing strategies.
The Plan includes broad goals, general objectives and specific strategies to achieve the
goals identified by the residents. The overarching theme of the planning process is to
maintain the character of the neighborhood while making changes that slow down the
traffic and make it safer for pedestrians - especially on the busiest streets. To that end,
four broad goals have been created to address Traffic, Safety, Beautification & Property
Maintenance/Neighborhood Advocacy. Through the neighborhood survey, residents were
asked to prioritize a series of issues they had identified in two neighborhood meetings.
This plan focuses on the 10 issues that received the most votes from the survey.
The City of Vero Beach also hired the traffic consulting firm HDR/Landers-Atkins
Planners to make a specific study of McAnsh Park. HDR was charged with studying the
neighborhood, the traffic pattern and the surrounding traffic generators and then provide
specific recommendations about how to slow down the traffic. That report is included as
an addendum to this plan.
During the planning process, the Vero Beach Public Works & Engineering Department
installed a series of 4-way stops in McAnsh Park in response to accidents that have
occurred at three intersections. Many in the community felt that the planning occurring
for McAnsh Park was in some way responsible for the installation of the stop signs. In
fact, the number of preventable accidents that occurred at the intersections "warranted"
stop sign installation.
,
In summarizing the plan, the desire of the residents is to slow traffic and maintain the
neighborhood character.
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Section B - The Planning Process
There is a methodology to the planning process that is commonly accepted as a
professional planning practice. However, the same methodology is also followed in many
professions to one degree or another. The process is a progression from identifying
problems and identifying a vision to development of goals and finally plan
.,,
implementation.
The role of the McAnsh Park Neighborhood Committee will be to work with the
Planning Department to complete the neighborhood plan through this process. Much
work has already been done. As the report on the findings of the neighborhood survey
indicated, the task is now to fill in the details of the information we already have.
The key elements of the planning process to be employed by staff and the Committee
include:
Identification of a problem or need
Definition of the study area boundaries
Data collection
Data analysis
Obtaining public input
Development of goals, objectives and implementation strategies
Explore alternatives
Plan preparation and refinement
Plan implementation
Monitor and evaluate the results
Clearly, much of this work has already begun. The problems that need to be addressed
have been identified in two public meetings. The broad planning goals have been defined
through the public meetings and neighborhood survey. The area to be studied is very well
defined - although there are areas outside the neighborhood that affect McAnsh Park that
will need studied to determine their impact.
The broad goals of the plan have been identified as
1. Traffic Calming
3. Safety

2. Beautification
4. Neighborhood Advocacy& Property Maintenance

The neighborhood survey also helped identify the objectives those responding to the
survey want to help achieve the broad goals. The plan objectives can be defined as the
top 10 issues from the survey. Therefore, the work to be done is to create the specific
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strategies that will implement the goals and objectives of the plan. The top 10 items
selected in the survey were as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tree replacement on Victory Blvd
Install sidewalks on busiest streets
Maintain SR 60 zoning
Improve street lighting
Slow traffic for pedestrian safety

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Better property maintenance
Increase police patrols
Underground utilities
Reduce lane widths for landscaping
Improve tree-trimming practices

The top 10 "objectives" from the survey can be placed under the "goals" and the plan
begins to take shape as follows:
Goal 1

Traffic Calming

Objectives

Slow Traffic for pedestrian safety (No. 5)
Increase Police patrols (No. 7)
Reduce lane widths for landscaping (No. 9)
Goal2

Beautification

Objectives

Tree replacement on Victory (No. I)
Improve tree trimming practices (No. 10)
Underground utilities (No. 8)
Better property maintenance (No. 6)
*Reduce lane widths for landscaping (No. 9)
Goal3

Safety

Objectives

Install sidewalks on busiest streets (No. 2)
Improve street lighting (No. 4)
*Increase Police patrols (No. 7)
*Slow traffic for pedestrian safety (No. 5)
Goal4

Advocacy/Maintenance

Objectives

Maintain State Road 60 zoning (No. 3)
*Better property maintenance (No. 6)
*Tree replacement on Victory (No. 1)

* Objectives that fall under more than one Goal
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Staff presented a number of alternatives and suggestions to implement these objectives. It
will be the Committees role to assist staff in refining the alternatives into specific
"strategies" or actions to be taken to implement the plan.
The Planning Department has used this process a number of times to great success. The
1992 Downtown Redevelopment Plan, the Royal Palm Pointe Redevelopment Plan, the
Sunnyside Park Neighborhood Plan and the Downtown Ad Hoc Committee plan to
implement the findings of the Downtown Market Study conducted in 2001 were all
created using the process to one degree or another.
The City of Vero Beach and the Planning Department frequently use the process and the
assistance of the affected people to develop plans. Typically, staff meets with a
committee of the affected or interested members of the public on a regular basis. From
these meetings staff gleans information and direction from its citizen committee
members. Staff then collects data and performs analysis on presents the findings and
makes recommendations to the Committee and a subsequent meeting.
Attached is a copy of a paper entitled "Community-Based Neighborhood Planning: A
Step-By-Step, How-To Guide." by Michael Downie, published in 1999 by The Enterprise
Foundation, Inc.
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Section C - Neighborhood Planning Committee Volunteers
Crucial to creating a quality planning document are the individuals that volunteer their time to
participate in the planning process. At its most fundamental, planning is about helping people or
organizations figure out what they want to achieve and then how to achieve it. From the original
meeting held at City Hall, a number of individuals expressed a desire to be involved in the whole
planning process. Everyone who participates helps move the planning process forward and helps
build the consensus that ultimately must be reached for the plan to be successful.
This is a list of the individuals from McAnsh Park who regularly attended the Neighborhood
Planning Committee meetings and/or provided input at some point during the plan development
process.

Anne Bouldin
Eddie Dancy
Trish Walker
Harry Hurst
Marjorie & Robert Jackson
Raymond Todd
Cynthia Rountree
MyraHefuer
Mary Ann Wilson
Kathy Swink
Billi Wagner
Robert Fox
Jodi Zorc
Pat & Barbara Rice
William Fish
Ron Rennick Jr
Doug & Pam Barker
Wick Norwood
Don Dexter
Joe Johnson
Mark Stockho
Henry Thigpen
Danny Moore
John Leshe

2205 Cortez Avenue
2316 Atlantic Boulevard
2442 Buena Vista Boulevard
2075 De Leon Avenue
2321 Buena Vista Boulevard
2595 Cordova Avenue
2231 Buena Vista Boulevard
2551 Cordova Avenue
2515 Vero Beach Avenue
2512 Cordova Avenue
2225 20th Avenue
2031 Valencia Avenue
2208 Buena Vista Boulevard
2072 Cortez Avenue
2236 Buena Vista Boulevard
2150 Cordova Avenue
2302 Avalon Avenue
2003 Cordova Avenue
2136 Seville Avenue
2341 Vero Beach Avenue
2473 Cortez Avenue
2236 Atlantic Boulevard
2305 Atlantic Boulevard
2009 Cordova Avenue
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Section D - History & Character
NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY
McAnsh Park was platted in...

NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER
Because so many residents have expressed an interest in retaining the "character of
McAnsh Park" it is worth beginning a discussion about what constitutes that "character"
and how will it be maintained? These are the questions to be answered as the planning for
proposed changes proceed. As such, the planning effort will have to consider the
"character" issue as implementation strategies are developed, especially for the Traffic
ISsues.
Figure D1.1
- The
character of McAnsh
Park consists of trees,
open space, single family
homes, and Troy Moody
Park

• McAnsh Park has a
mix of "urban" and
"suburban"
characteristics. When
originally laid out,
McAnsh Park was
basically an outlying area, west of the established part of Vero. The curvilinear street
pattern and irregularly shaped lots were clearly intended to differentiate the subdivision
from the very formal rectangular grid pattern of Original Town.
The lot sizes and shapes, street pattern and lack of sidewalks were meant to create more
"country'' or suburban feel to the new subdivision. Over the years, McAnsh Park has
evolved into a well-established "in-town" neighborhood that has maintained its unique
character and low-density single-family residential development pattern.
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"Urban" characteristics include:
Streets with curb and gutter
City water and sewer
Neighborhood streets are extensively connected to the surrounding road network
A neighborhood park with active and passive recreation opportunities
"Suburban" characteristics include:
A wide variety of large and small single family homes on mostly larger, irregularly
shaped lots
Broad, curvilinear streets that seem to wind like a country road through the
subdivision
No back yard alleys
Overhead utilities that are hidden along rear lot lines
Very little on-street car parking
A heavy tree canopy
No sidewalks
Very little street lighting

Figure D1.2 - The broad streets and trees help define the character ofMcAnsh Park

McAnshPark
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GOALl

TRAFFIC CALMING

Perhaps the single most unifying theme of the planning for McAnsh Park is the need to
slow down the cars that travel through the neighborhood. The way the subdivision was
designed has helped create the problem. The streets tend to be very broad and motorists
feel comfortable traveling at speeds that are inappropriate for a residential setting. The
subdivision is also very well tied into the surrotmding road network and it is easy to use a
number of neighborhood streets as short cuts to other places. McAnsh Park is also
surrotmded by land uses that tend to generate a great deal oftraffic. These factors have all
served to create a traffic condition that residents are increasingly unhappy about.
Residents feel unsafe using the streets tmless they are in their car. Walking, bicycling,
rollerblading, skateboarding, or other non-motorized activity is often very difficult on the
busiest streets. Parents of small children stated that they did not feel safe walking their
children to the park because of the traffic.
The neighborhood has adamantly expressed a desire for the traffic issue to be dealt with
quickly. Neighborhood residents circulated 'a petition to install stop signs at intersections
they felt would help alleviate some ofthe cut-through traffic and slow down speeds.
Traffic calming is a term that is defined by the Institute of Transportation Engineers as
follows:

"Traff,c calming is the combination of mainly physical measures that reduce
the negative effects ofmotor vehicle use, alter driver behavior, and improve conditions
for non-motorized street users."
The goals oftraffic calming include:

The objectives oftraffic calming include:

- Improve quality of life
- Incorporate preferences ofpeople
living in the affected area
- Create safe & attractive streets
- Help reduce negative impacts of cars
on the environment
- Promote alternate means oftransport

- Encourage safe vehicle speeds
- Reduce collision frequency/severity
- Increase the safety of non-motorized
users of streets
- Reduce the need for police enforcement
- Enhance the street environment
- Increase access for non-motorized
modes oftransport
- Reduce cut-through car traffic

McAnsh Park Neighborhood Plan 2002
Goal 1- Traffic Calming
Page El.2

The McAnsh Park Neighborhood Planning Committee explored a number of calming
alternatives and their recommendation is found in the strategies to implement calming.
The objectives identified in the Neighborhood survey that received the most interest from
those responding are as follows

Objectives

Slow Traffic for pedestrian safety
Increase Police patrols
Reduce lane widths for landscaping

Additionally, the City of Vero Beach had a traffic study conducted by HDR
Landers/Atkins the results of which showed .....

Obiective 1.1- Slow traffic for pedestrian safety.
Neighborhood residents have repeatedly expressed a desire to be able to use the streets
for more than just the convenience of the automobile. In fact, residential streets have a
long history in America as place to do far more than just drive or park ones car. Because
streets are typically a flat, well defined, open space they have been used for all sorts of
activities that have nothing to do with cars. Strolling, walking the dog, jogging, bike
riding, rollerblading, hopscotch, football, baseball, and frisbee are but a small list of the
activities that the street can accommodate. Most in McAnsh Park do not feel their streets
are conducive to that kind of activity.
To make the streets safer for pedestrians, the following implementation strategies have
been recommended:

Strategy 1.lA

Install traffic calming devices at critical intersections and on
busiest streets

Figure El.1 - An example of a traffic
calming device

Possible methods for implementing
this strategy include:
Installing "bulb-outs" at busiest
intersections to force cars to
slow down as they enter the
intersection. Narrowing the
intersection also permits easier
pedestrian crossing at comers.
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Install speed humps on the busiest streets between stop signs to
make cars go slowly between stops
Install medians on the widest streets
Remove or reduce excess amounts of pavement at intersections
and replace with landscaped medians and islands
Install additional 4-way stop signs at busy intersections
Close streets that allow the most traffic into the neighborhood
Eliminate "hot right turns" at intersections so cars are required to
come to a complete stop and make a 90 degree tum

Strategy 1.lB

Change the community's perception of McAnsh Park as
convenient place to cut through

Possible methods for implementing this strategy include:
Install entrance signage that readily identify the neighborhood
Advocate that Indian River County move the Administration
Building out ofthe adjacent neighborhood
Write letters to the newspaper or gain other media exposure that
informs the community about McAnsh Park
Strategically disconnect McAnsh Park from the adjacent roadway
system

Strategy 1.lC:

Increase pedestrian safety

Possible methods for implementing this strategy include:
Reduce speed limits to 25 miles per hour
Install sidewalks and crosswalks on busiest streets and at busiest
intersections
Make the streets less convenient for cut-through traffic
Install on-street parking around Troy Moody Park to narrow the
perceived travel lanes
Install signage alerting motorists to the presence of pedestrians and
children
Eliminate "hot-right turns" that allow cars to proceed through
intersections too quickly

Objective 1.2 - Increase Police patrols:
Strategy 1.2A

Establish a "zero-tolerance" policy for speeders

Possible methods for implementing this strategy include:
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Have police write tickets for 1-mile per hour over the speed limit
Increase speeding fines
Reduce speed limits
Strategy 1.2B

Start a "neighborhood speed watch" to assist police

Objectiv~ 1.3 - Reduce lane widths for landscaping:

This objective represents the most specific means for calming traffic in the neighborhood.
Many of the other specific calming measures in the survey did not receive enough
support to be included in the plan. The wide streets allow motorist to travel faster because
they have a better view of the roadway and have more room to react and maneuver
should they have to take evasive action Narrowing the roadway and installing
landscaping is a means to
reduce a motorists comfort in
traveling faster because they
can no longer see ahead of
them as well and they have
less room to take evasive
action.
Drivers
will
instinctively slow down.
Figure El.2 - Wide right•of-way
that could be narrowed to
improve pedestrian safety

Possible strategies/or implementing this objective include:
Strategy 1.3A

Use neighborhood-wide traffic study results to determine the locations
and types of lane narrowing

Strategy 1.3B

Create "safe zones" in medians for pedestrians

Strategy 1.3C

Install a median the length of Victory Boulevard

Strategy 1.3D

Narrow intersections by reducing comer radiuses

McAnshPark
Neighborhood Plan 2002
SectionE2
Goa12

BEAUTIFICATION

Many residents expressed a desire to maintain the character of the neighborhood while
improving the overall appearance. The unique layout of the subdivision with the tree
lined, curvilinear streets already makes the neighborhood an attractive place to live.
However, residents feel that several things can be done to help enhance the character and
beauty of the subdivision. Paramount to maintaining the character and beauty of the
neighborhood is maintaining the tree canopy on Victory Boulevard.
The beautification objectives were derived from the issues in the survey that received the
most votes. Some of the objectives appear in other sections of the plan because they
address more than one Goal.

Objectives

Tree replacement on Victory
Improve tree trimming practices
Underground utilities
Better property maintenance
Reduce lane widths for landscaping

Objective 2.1 - Tree reelacement on Victory Boulevard
Maintaining the tree canopy on Victory Boulevard was the issue that received the most
overall votes in the McAnsh Park Survey. The trees provide a stately canopy over
Victory Boulevard and add to the overall beauty of the entire subdivision. Most
importantly though, is what the trees represent not only to the neighborhood but Vero
Beach and all of Indian River County. Ninety-one trees were planted along Victory
Boulevard after World War II to commemorate the number of Indian River County
residents who died in the War. All in the neighborhood recognize that the honor and
memory ofthat sacrifice needs to be maintained forever.
The trees originally planted along Victory Boulevard are laurel oaks and they are
reaching the end of their natural lives. Laurel oaks typically live 50-70 years. The City
has been replacing the most obviously stressed trees over the past several years.
However, at the current pace of replacement, it is likely that more of the trees will begin
to die at once resulting in a very significant loss ofcanopy over Victory Boulevard.
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Figure 1 - Crown Die-back on
Victory Boulevard Tree

In order that the canopy on
Victory Boulevard not be
significantly diminished, it is
recommended the trees be
removed and replaced in a
more
accelerated
but
systematic manner.
Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:
Strategy 2.lA Evaluate all remaining original trees to determine the relative health of

each tree including those that are most stressed and in need of immediate
removal.

Strategy 2.1B Accelerate tree removal and replacement to insure that large sections of
Victory Boulevard is not without tree canopy as a resuh of too many trees

dying all at once.

Strategy 2.lC Remove trees along Victory Boulevard in strategic intervals such that

canopy remains while new trees are allowed to grow larger and begin to
fill in the removed canopy.

Strategy 2.1D Replace removed trees with relatively larger new trees. New trees with

larger trunks and tree canopy will help fill in gaps faster and begin to
restore the canopy in the shortest time possible.

Objective 2.2- Improve tree trimming practices

During meetings and in the Survey, residents expressed concern about City tree trimming
practices. The concern is that the manner in which the City trims trees and palms is
excessive and is primarily a cost saving measure. Because trees are such an important
part of the beauty of the neighborhood, residents wondered if there were ways the tree
trimming practices could be improved to lessen the aesthetic impact excessive pruning
and trimming can have. Other residents stated that the trees and palms provide habitat for
birds and other animals and excessive pruning reduces that habitat.

McAnsh Park Neighborhood Plan
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City funded tree trimming is provided for two basic reasons: First, to keep limbs,
branches and palm fronds away from overhead power lines. Second, the City trims trees
and palms to help keep the road right-of-way clear ofobstructions and debris.
Figure 2 - Tree trimming around a
powerline

The
City
Electrical
Transmission and Distribution
Department is in charge of
maintaining
power
lines
throughout the City. Keeping
branches and fronds away from
the power lines reduces power
outages and tree fires. The City
contracts with a private tree
trimming service whose job it is
to continually maintain proper
clearances around power lines throughout the City's service territory. The City annually
spends approximately $72,000 trimming limbs, branches and palm fronds around power
lines inside the city limits.
The Public Works & Engineering Department coordinates right-of-way tree trimming.
Right-of-way trimming is done to help keep the roads safe for driving by keeping the
right-of-ways free from tree branches and other debris. The City trims trees to maintain at
minimum of 12-14 clearance over the roadway. The City also has a tree pruning program
to clear dead wood, remove excess growth and generally shape and maintain street trees.
This occurs roughly every 5-10 years. Public Works & Engineering annually spends
approximately $27,000 maintaining right-of-way trees.
Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:
Strategy 2.2A Meet with the City departments that oversee the tree trimming and discuss

City policy and/or requirements pertaining to tree trimming

Strategy 2.2B Evaluate parts ofthe neighborhood where excessive tree trimming occurs
Strategy 2.2C Encourage the City to alter tree trimming practices through education from

such programs as ''Tree Line City" to reduce the extent and/or frequency
oftree and palm trimming
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Strategy 2.2D Inform and instruct residents on how to plant new trees and palms to avoid

and reduce future conflicts with existing overhead lines.

Strategy 2.lE Accelerate the undergrounding of overhead utilities to reduce the need for
tree trimming

Objective 2.3 - Underground overh~ad electrical utilities

Most overhead powerlines in McAnsh Park are located on the interior most blocks. The
electric service drop from the powerlines typically access each house from the rear.
Because of the heavy tree canopy, limbs and branches often come into contact with the
lines and cause outages. In addition, overhead lines are more susceptible to power
outages from heavy weather or animals shorting out transformers. Residents also
expressed that the overhead lines are not very attractive.
The City of Vero Beach has a long tetm plan to underground electric utilities throughout
the City for both aesthetic and maintenance reasons. Advantages to undergrounding the
electric lines include saving the City money in the long run by greatly reducing the
number of power outages and eliminating the cost of maintaining overhead lines, poles
and transformers. However, the cost of placing the lines underground is significant and
maintenance can be more difficult because problems ¢ cannot be seen as when the lines
are on poles. Additionally, when the electric utilities are placed underground, the
transformers are still visible and must remain accessible. This typically results in padmounted transformers in front yards. The transformers are placed in the right-of-way
adjacent to the roadway for ease of installation and maintenance. Residents sometimes
object to the large green transformer boxes being located in their front yards. In addition,
other service providers including telephone and cable use City power poles. Once the
City places its electric service underground the power poles are usually removed and this
requires the cooperation and coordination ofthe other service providers.

Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:
Strategy 2.3A Request the City adjust its electric undergrounding schedule to include
McAnsh Park in the upcoming 5-year Capital Projects Schedule.
Strategy 2.3B Hold a neighborhood meeting with residents and Electrical Transmission

& Distribution Department to discuss the undergrounding process and the
specific benefits and disadvantages ofundergrounding in McAnsh Park

Objective 2.4 - Encourage better property maintenance

During the initial neighborhood meetings, there was discussion about how to encourage
better property maintenance in the neighborhood Most who attended the meetings did
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not want to establish a neighborhood association or try and create the feel of a "gated
community" in McAnsh Park. It was the consensus of the meeting attendees that ways
should be explored to encourage rather than force residents to improve and/or better
maintain properties. Neighborhood residents recognize that good property upkeep is an
important component of neighborhood beautification and maintaining property values.
The neighborhood is experiencing a transition as more and more new families move into
the neighborhood. There is also strong evidence that property values are increasing
rapidly.
Under the goal of beautification, better property maintenance can mean more than just
routine property upkeep. Rather, it may include doing things that go above and beyond
keeping the house painted and the yard mowed. Beautification may mean thinking about
the addition to ones house, the kind of fence to put up, where to install an accessory
structure or shed. All can be done with at least a thought about how ones actions can
benefit the whole neighborhood.
Beautification, in McAnsh Park also means planting and maintaining new trees, shrubs
and flowers. Trees and landscaping are a part of the McAnsh Park character. However,
the character is not one of formal or manicured landscaping. Rather, there is an
informality and simplicity to the landscaping that is pleasing yet indicates that the
neighborhood is occupied by people who have jobs and tend to maintain their own
property.
Enhancing the extent to which trees are planted and quality landscaping

Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:
Strategy 2.4A Determine what constitutes the McAnsh Park "character" with respect to

buildings, fences, accessory buildings and landscaping.

Strategy l.4B Create a property beautification reference brochure that can be distributed

to all residents and property owners. The brochure can provide places such
as stores, the internet, books, the library where guides to quality
landscaping and simple landscaping plans.

Strategy 2.4C Highlight landscaping in the neighborhood that is consistent with the

informal character ofMcAnsh Park. Include seminars such as those held at
Home Depot or Lowe's for technical assistance in home repair and
improvement.

Strategy 2.4D Other ideas?
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Objective 2.5 - Reduce lanes widths for landscaping

In addition to addressing the speed of traffic and safety issues, reducing travel lane
widths on certain streets can also serve to beautify the neighborhood. The wide rights-ofway on Victory Boulevard, Buena Vista Boulevard and Atlantic Avenue lend themselves
lend themselves best to beautification. Moreover, these streets also experience the
heaviest cut-through traffic. Because these streets are very wide, they encourage higher
speeds as well. Narrowing the lane widths and installing landscaping will help with
traffic calming.

Neighborhood residents
have also indicated that
the wide streets add to
the character of the
neighborhood. As such,
any alteration of the
roadway and installation
of landscaping should be
done with this in mind.

' Figure 3 - Possible location
for traffic calming or
pedestrian safety measure
on Victory Boulevard

Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:

Strategy 2.SA Use the results of the McAnsh Park Traffic Study to evaluate locations
where lane narrowing and landscaping will be most appropriate.
Strategy 2.5B Coordinate landscape improvements with scheduled City road
maintenance projects - such as the curb replacement project now being
scheduled.
Strategy 2.SC Install native landscaping materials that are drought tolerant and require
low maintenance.
Strategy 2.SD Coordinate the lane reduction with the other strategies to improve
pedestrian safety and encourage alternate means to getting around the
neighborhood other than by car.
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SAFETY

This goal focuses mainly on pedestrian safety, although, there is an element of overall
physical safety as well. Most of the emphasis of the McAnsh Park planning effort has
been to find ways to slow down automobiles to make people feel safer getting around the
subdivision when not in their car. Parents with young children have expressed concern
about the speed of traffic cutting through McAnsh Park placing children at risk even in
their own front yard. Currently, the perception is that McAnsh Park is designed and
:functioning almost exclusively for those in automobiles. Like Goal 1, the objectives in
this goal are an attempt to create more of a balance between car and pedestrian. As such,
there is some repetition of objectives and strategies.
There was also a desire expressed through the survey to increase police patrols in the
neighborhood and increase the number of streetlights.
Objectives

Install sidewalks on busiest streets
Improve street lighting
Increase Police patrols
Slow traffic for pedestrian safety

Objective 3.1- Install sidewalks on the busiest streets

McAnsh Park was originally designed to be more of a "suburban" or "country"
subdivision. This means that the subdivision lacks a number of the characteristics of an
''urban" or "in-town" neighborhood. The characteristics of an urban neighborhood that
McAnsh Park lacks includes sidewalks, extensive street lighting and rectangular blocks
with streets meeting at right angles and rear yard alleys. The residents of McAnsh Park
have consistently expressed their appreciation for these aspects of the subdivision that
makes it so unique. However, as the amount and speed of traffic has increased, McAnsh
Park has taken on a more urban feel when it comes to car traffic.
Sidewalks have traditionally been installed in urban neighborhoods to separate
pedestrians from automobiles. Pedestrians in McAnsh Park must walk in the street or in
yards. Walking in the street in many parts of the neighborhood is not a problem because
traffic is infrequent and slow moving. However, residents have consistently expressed
great concern that walking on the busiest streets is very unsafe. The busy streets make it
difficult to get the Park with small children unless they are driven by car. In addition,

McAnsh Park Neighborhood Plan 2002
Goal 3 - Safety

PageE3.2
thought must be given to making any new or existing facilities handicap accessible,
including ramps on sidewalks.
The idea of installing sidewalks on these streets is one that residents have begun to
express a willingness to explore. However, this is true only for busiest streets including
Victory Boulevard, Buena Vista Boulevard, Atlantic Boulevard and Nevarra Avenue.
Other means of accommodating pedestrians, bicyclists, rollerbladers, etc., on the street
other than sidewalks have been also been discussed in the neighborhood planning
meetings.
Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:
Strategy 3.lA Evaluate the busiest streets for available right-of-way, existing trees and

landscaping, utilities or other obstacles to installing sidewalks.

Strategy 3.lB Create a priority for sidewalk installation based upon available right-of-

way, connectivity to other existing sidewalks and the Park and the lack of
other alternatives.

Strategy 3.1 C Conduct a poll of the residents whose properties front on the busiest

streets to determine support for sidewalk installation

Strategy 3.1D Explore alternatives to sidewalks such as a multipurpose pathway on the

road that are separated from the travel lane to accommodate pedestrians,
rollerbladers, bicyclists, etc., on the busiest streets where there is not
support for installing sidewalks

Strategy 3.lE Coordinate any sidewalk installation with the traffic study of McAnsh

Park

Objective 3.2 - Improve street lighting
'

One of the "rural" or "suburban" characteristics of McAnsh Park has been the lack or
minimal level of street lighting. Residents have long preferred the dark after the sun goes
down to well lit streets. However, one proven way to increase safety is additional street
lighting. At present, streetlights are spread thinly throughout the neighborhood mostly
and street intersections. New streetlights are generally installed at the request of a
resident.
Crime has never been a significant problem in McAnsh Park. Although, like many
neighborhoods, McAnsh Park has at times had problems with burglaries and other minor
criminal activity..Most safety issues in McAnsh Park have to do with traffic. However, it
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may be a strategy of this objective to better determine the reasons people feel the need for
more street lighting.
Like many other objectives in the plan, a balance will have to be sought between new
lighting and maintaining the character of the neighborhood.
Possible strategies for implementing this objective include:
Strategy 3.2A Conduct an evaluation of the existing street lighting in McAnsh Park
Strategy 3.2B Evaluate and prioritize where in McAnsh Park new street lighting would

be most effective to improve safety, nighttime vision for pedestrians and
drivers and reduce criminal activity

Strategy 3.2C Evaluate the reasons that residents feel additional street lighting is

necessary

Strategy 3.2D Evaluate the potential for installing decorative street lighting that would

provide added illumination but at a lower intensity and more in keeping
with the neighborhood character

Objective 3.3 - Increase police patrols

Increasing the amount of police activity in the neighborhood may or may not be
necessary. It will be important to request an evaluation of the current level of police
activity in the area and if there are any trends that may warrant such a request. It is likely
that the Police will encourage the residents to take a more active role in keeping an eye
on activities in the neighborhood. The Police always encourage residents to report odd or
unwanted activity immediately. With the Police Department within a mile of the
neighborhood, response times to complaints are generally quick.
Strategy 3.3A Request and evaluation from the Vero Beach Police Department of the

current amount of police activity (e.g. crime and traffic) and the need for
more activity in McAnsh Park.

Strategy 3.3B Explore and implement aspects of improving neighborhood safety through

such programs as Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED) or Crime Watch.

Strategy 3.3C Encourage better property maintenance - better maintained properties

indicate residents take pride in their property and neighborhood. It also
tends to indicate that residents are have an ownership stake in the area and
a greater unwillingness to accept unwanted activity.
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Strategy 3.3D Hold an annual neighborhood "get together" or barbeque in the Park so

that neighbors get to know one another better, know who belongs and
invite the police and politicians

Strategy 3.3E Install additional lighting on streets and at the Park to help improve

nighttime safety

Objective 3.4 - Slow traffic for pedestrian safety

This objective appears in the Safety goal for a little different reason than in the Traffic
Calming Goal. The strategies in Traffic Calming focused principally on slowing down
the cars. That objective could probably be just "Slow Traffic," and this objective then
should read "Pedestrian Safety." As such, this objective will focus more on the
pedestrian. Obviously, the strategies in Traffic Calming will help increase pedestrian
safety. However, elements in the Safety goal such as installing sidewalks, streetlights,
crosswalks, or multi-use pathways are more specifically directed at improving the safety
of the pedestrian.
Strategy 3.4 A Evaluate traffic calming measures to insure that pedestrian safety and

accessibility are integrated into the design. For example, if bulb-outs or
medians are installed, a place for pedestrians to stand and a crosswalk
should be included in the design.

Strategy 3.4B Separate pedestrians and other non-vehicular street users from the travel

lane on the busiest streets.

Strategy 3.4C Install crosswalks and ramps at the access points to Troy Moody Park.
Strategy 3.4D Coordinate pedestrian safety improvements with the McAnsh Park Traffic

Study

Strategy 3.4E Install signage that alerts motorists to pedestrians and children playing,

especially on the busiest streets and near Troy Moody Park
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCACY

During the planning process, residents expressed a desire to become more active in
protecting the character of the neighborhood and the quality of life. However, there was
not support for a formal neighborhood association or actions that would make the
neighborhood feel like a gated community. Residents stated that they preferred a "loose•
knit" community that would come together around issues that affected the neighborhood,
like traffic.
Several issues about property maintenance and maintaining the neighborhood character
rated very high in the survey. Maintaining the tree canopy on Victory Boulevard and the
single family zoning on State Road 60 are both advocacy and character issues. ·
Encouraging better property maintenance is both an objective of beautifying the
neighborhood, but also something that requires some level of active participation by the
neighborhood. Property maintenance and tree replacement on Victory Boulevard appears
again in this Goal because they can be addressed with different strategies.

Objectives

Maintain State Road 60 zoning
Better property maintenance
Tree replacement on Victory

Objectivt 4.1 Maintain the single famiJy zoning along State Road 60
It may be that specific implementation strategies are not necessary for this objective.
Rather, this objective is a formal statement of the long-standing opinion of the
neighborhood and the policy of the City. The neighborhood has consistently resisted any
attempts to change the zoning along State Road 60 in order to preserve the fundamental
residential character and continuity of McAnsh Park. City Council and City staff have
consistently echoed the sentiment of the residents and have discouraged attempts to
change the zoning or permitted uses along State Road 60. McAnsh Park remains intact as
the only single family zoning left fronting State Road 60 on the mainland.
The plan can include a statement such as the following to create a formal expression of
the neighborhood's intent:
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It is the expressed wish and the intent ofthe residents ofMcA.nsh

Park through the adoption ofthis plan that all properly in McAnsh Park
remain zoned R-JA, single family residential

That being said, property owners have a fundamental right of due process under the law.
This means that the owner of property that fronts State Road 60 can, at any time, bring
forward an application to change the zoning or permitted uses on his or her property.
The City is obligated to conduct a review of the application and hold public hearings to
provide the applicant the opportunity to state his or her case. With a formal statement in
an adopted plan, the City Council will have a strong foundation for denying requests for
zoning changes. As part of the rezoning process, the City of Vero Beach notifies all
property owners within
300 feet of a property
proposed for rezoning. .

----

Figure E4.1 - Single family
residences fronting State
Road 60

Once notified of a pending rezoning application, McAnsh Park residents can take the
steps they feel appropriate to implement this objective. These steps may include attending
the hearings and/or writing letters to staff, the newspaper, the Planning & Zoning Board
and to the City Council.
Obiective 4.2 Encourage better property maintenance

This objective has to do with general and routine maintenance of property versus the
beautification aspect of property maintenance in Goal 2. Well maintained properties in a
neighborhood is an indication that the residents care about their home and possessions. It
tells visitors to the neighborhood that the area is special and deserves respect. It tells
criminals that the residents care and they keep an eye on their property as well as that of
their neighbors. Well maintained properties also help keep property values up.
As stated in the beautification section, McAnsh Park residents are not interested in
creating a "gated community" with mandatory maintenance requirements, formal
landscaping, mandatory irrigation, manicured lawns and extensive flowerbeds. Rather,
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through example and gentle persuasion, all are encouraged to keep their properties
maintained, at least to a minimal level.
Figure E4.2 - Grass taller
than 12 inches is a code
violation

Minimal
property
maintenance in McAnsh
Park could mean the
following:
The house is painted
The grass is cut
regularly
Shrubs and hedges
are kept regularly
trimmed
The roof is in good
condition
Construction materials, lawn equipment, or other household items are stored
inside or in a place where they carmot be seen from the street or adjacent
properties
Repairs to the house are made when needed
Cars are parked in the driveway or on the street but not on grass
Lawns and properties are routinely kept free of limbs, leaves, overgrowth, litter,
trash and debris
Possible strategies to encourage better property maintenance includes:

Strategy 4.2A Hold an annual "neighborhood clean~up" day that is coordinated with the
City for pickup and removal of old appliances, yard debris, furniture or
other items that may be cluttering properties.
Strategy 4.2B Create a system where neighborhood residents provide assistance to
elderly or disabled residents who may be having difficulty maintaining
their yards such as raking and law mowing or other routine maintenance
activities.
Strategy 4.2C When appropriate, have the City provide targeted code enforcement at the
most poorly maintained properties.
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Obiective 4.3 Tree replacement on Victory Boulevard
The objective under this Goal is directed at advocacy. The objective in the other section
of the report involves the specific steps that must be taken to make sure the trees are
replaced in a timely manner. In addition to underscoring the need to retain the canopy for
the character of McAnsh Park, it is equally important to publicize the reason the trees are
there in the first place. Moreover, why the street is named "Victory Boulevard."

Figure E4.3 - The trees that represent each fallen soldier in World War Il are aging and need
replacement

Through advocacy, the neighborhood can help bring greater attention to why the trees
were planted in the first place. To many who are too young to remember or who may be
new to the area, the trees are merely a nice canopy over a nice street. The meaning
associated with the trees and what they signify to the community must never be forgotten.
This is especially true in light ofthe age of our World War II veterans.
Possible steps that can be taken to implement this objective include:
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Strategy 4.3A Sponsor a memorial plaque in the park honoring those who died in World
War II and explaining the tree along Victory Boulevard.
Strategy 4.3B In conjunction with the dedication of the Victory Boulevard Tree
Memorial, hold a Memorial Day celebration in the Par~ have a resolution
passed by the City Council commemorating the event and write a guest
editorial to the Press Journal to publicize

