VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, December 17, 2020 – 9:30 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida
AGENDA
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

November 19, 2020

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
A)
B)

Chairman
Vice-Chairman

4. PUBLIC COMMENT
5. NEW BUSINESS
A)

Review Draft Annual Report

6. OLD BUSINESS
A)
B)

Beautification Weekend Plans and Discuss the Implementation of the Terms of the
Resolution adopted by City Council
Landscaping and Tree Protection Ordinance Recommendations

7. TREASURY REPORT
8. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS
9. MEMBER’S MATTERS
A)

Oaks Along Victory Boulevard – Mrs. Katherine Booth

10. NEXT MEETING DATE
A)

Next Meeting Date – January 21, 2021

11. ADJOURNMENT
This is a Public Meeting. Should any interested party seek to appeal any decision made by the
Commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a record
of the proceedings and that, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be
based. Anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting may contact the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator at 978-4920 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

VERO BEACH TREE AND BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION MINUTES
Thursday, November 19, 2020 – 9:30 a.m.
Council Chambers, City Hall, Vero Beach, Florida
PRESENT: Chairman, Marilyn Black Dussault; Vice Chairman, Cynthia Schwarz; Members: Fran
Robinson, Neal Roe, and Katherine Booth Also Present: City Attorney, John Turner, Planning and
Development Director, Jason Jeffries, Senior Planner, Gayle Lafferty, Grounds Maintenance Manager,
Nanette Haynes, and Senior Administrative Assistant, Rita Hawkins
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Dussault called today’s meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and the Senior Administrative Assistant
performed the roll call.
Mrs. Dussault announced that Mrs. Robinson asked to be excused from today’s meeting at 10:30 a.m. if
they have not adjourned.
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

October 15, 2020

Ms. Schwarz made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2020 Tree and
Beautification Commission meeting. Mr. Roe seconded the motion.
Mrs. Robinson said that there is one (1) correction on page six (6) of the minutes. Where it mentions
the “Flexi” brochures, it should be Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council “FLEPPC” brochures.
The motion passed unanimously with the one (1) correction made.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT
None
4. NEW BUSINESS
None
5. OLD BUSINESS
A)

Required Site Landscaping and Tree Protection Ordinance Research – Mr. Jason
Jeffries, Director of Planning and Development, and Ms. Gayle Lafferty, Senior
Planner

Mr. Jason Jeffries, Director of Planning and Development, said today he will be following up on the
discussion they had last month regarding the changes to the Landscape Ordinance and the Tree
Protection Ordinance. He said he researched the Model Native Plant Landscaping Ordinance that was
brought up last month and he will go over that in presentation. He will also provide some information
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on rare and endangered plants. The goal of reviewing this information is to get any recommendations
or a consensus on any changes that the Tree and Beautification Commission would like to make to the
Ordinance. He will take their recommendations or comments to the Planning and Zoning Board for
them to review and combine with their recommendations. The recommended changes will then be
presented to City Council for their review and direction. At this time he gave his Power Point
presentation (copy attached to the original minutes). He said his impression of the Native Plant
Landscaping Ordinance is that it is designed more for a community dealing with greenfield
development. The Ordinance was not specific and left it to each community to determine how much
native vegetation they want to require. He researched the Native Plant Landscaping Ordinances of
other cities in Florida and their requirements ranged from 50 percent to 90 percent. Sanibel Island had
the most stringent standards because it has a very unique ecosystem.
He continued with his
presentation and discussed his suggested regulation improvements.
Mrs. Dussault thanked Mr. Jeffries for his capsulation of the rules and regulations. It was wonderfully
done and she appreciates that. She said that one (1) of their administrative goals should be to look at
all the property rights and regulations to make sure they do not leave an opening to tie the City up in
litigation for months or years.
Mrs. Booth stated that the presentation was excellent. She asked if the Commission could speak on this
again next month if they are not going to make a final recommendation at this meeting. She is still
researching some information and she would like to put it in a summary so she can present it to the
Commission. She asked how many permits have been issued in the last year for the R-1AAA zoning
district.
Mr. Jeffries replied none. He explained that there are only a few properties available along the River in
the City’s R-1AAA district.
Mrs. Booth asked if for single-family residential properties, when people apply for a permit for
improvements could the City require them to meet an improved landscape code.
Mr. Jeffries said the City currently does not require landscape plans for single-family residential
properties.
Mrs. Booth said they should initiate some protection for the urban forest, especially the Oak trees and
the Sable Palm trees.
Mr. Jeffries said that falls under the Tree Protection Ordinance, which is different from the Landscape
Ordinance. The Tree Protection Ordinance pertains to all properties. Anyone who wants to remove a
tree is required to have a permit.
Mrs. Booth asked to clarify if the City requires plans for a Landscape Architect.
Mr. Jeffries replied that most Landscape Ordinances he is familiar with require the landscape design to
be drawn up by a Landscape Professional. They usually get a better plan if they use a Landscape
Professional instead of an Architect. Right now the City does not require that, but this has been
brought up by the Planning and Zoning Board. One (1) member is a Landscape Architect and is
concerned that it is not in the City Code. He believes this might be one of the recommendations that
the Planning and Zoning Board might make.
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Mrs. Booth asked who would be qualified as a Landscape Professional.
Mr. Jeffries stated that it would be a Landscape Professional or a certified Landscape Architect.
Ms. Gayle Lafferty, Senior Planner, explained that the Florida Nursery Growers and Landscape
Association (FNGLA) have different levels of certifications. A Landscape Designer has to have two
(2) years experience, pass a certification exam, and then maintain continuing education credits to be
certified.
Mrs. Dussault said essentially, there is a definition and specifications to have a certification.
Ms. Lafferty replied absolutely.
Mrs. Booth stated that Landscape Architects are licensed by the State, so that person would have more
qualifications than someone with just a certification. She said that some Landscape Professional
companies require the minimum education of a bachelor’s degree, specific to a science, in order for
them to get certified through their organization. She asked Ms. Lafferty if she knows what the
educational requirements are for the Landscape Designer designation that she was talking about.
Mrs. Lafferty replied that they have to have two (2) year’s experience in the field, and she believes they
need to have the Certified Horticultural Professional certification through the FNGLA. Many people
like the Landscape Certification program better, because the people have worked in the field, they
know the plants and know what works in different environments versus the Architect, who lacks on the
ground experience.
Ms. Nanette Haynes, Grounds Maintenance Manager, said she does not believe there is an educational
degree requirement with FNGLA, but they do require work experience.
Mrs. Booth said the International Society of Arboriculture has no minimum education requirement, so
they cannot be licensed by the State. Their references that they have been working in the field are
accepted at face value and they call themselves Arborists, but they may not have any real former
training. These so-called Arborists take inappropriate pruning practices from prior employers and train
other people with these bad practices.
Ms. Haynes said the FNGLA and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) are completely
different associations. When people apply to get a certification from FNGLA they perform a very indepth analysis of their work experience. They have to go through training, take a class, and pass a test,
which is very thorough. ANSI is more of an organization people can belong to and does not check a
person’s credentials. The FNGLA is a group of true professionals with high standards.
Mrs. Booth said sometimes she sees trees that are planted on the perimeter of properties, but they are
very close to power lines or structures which causes them to be repeatedly over pruned. The City
should consider how much room the tree will need before they approve plans.
Mr. Jeffries said that is a good point. They need to make allowances for substituting smaller trees for
larger trees when they are in areas that could cause damage to the City’s infrastructure or be damaging
to the tree, especially along the perimeter of a property.
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Mrs. Booth stated that if they are going to add some extra protection for Oak Trees, she would like to
see the Sable Palms protected as well.
Mr. Jeffries explained that Palms are already protected, but the City Code does not have a lot of pull
when it comes to trying to make someone build around trees. They make suggestions, but ultimately it
is up to the property owner. Sable Palms can grow faster than Oak Trees or even some other hardwood
trees, so that is why they give more emphasis on the Oak Trees.
Ms. Haynes said if they are comparing Sable Palms with Oak trees then yes, the Sable Palms grow
faster. However, if a Sable Palm has been growing for a long time it has character and it adds to the
landscape. She has noticed that Sable Palms are usually the first to go when land is being developed.
Mr. Jeffries said if it is the consensus of the Commission then perhaps they could look at adding
additional protections for Sable Palms.
Mrs. Robinson asked that the Commission members be provide with a copy of Mr. Jeffries
presentation. She asked Mr. Jeffries what he would be putting in the Code pertaining to the removal of
invasive species.
Mr. Jeffries replied that he does not have much of the detail yet, but he is looking to keep it very broad.
He believes the best way to word it would be to “promote” the removal since they do not require
permits for the removal of invasive species.
Ms. Haynes stated that not all exotic plants are invasive. If a plant is not native then it is exotic, which
includes a huge amount of landscape plants.
Mr. Jeffries said as they move through this process they will determine what plants they will
recommend for removal.
Mrs. Robinson said it would take years to remove all the Brazilian Pepper trees. She would like to see
them all gone, but the berries they produce are a food source for the birds.
Mrs. Dussault said if they did require a permit for the removal of invasive species, it would tell them
where these invasive plants are. There are people who probably do not know what plants are invasive
in Florida or how dangerous they are.
Mr. Row asked how does the Comprehensive Landscape Plan become an Ordinance.
Mr. Jeffries explained that any regulation they adopt has to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.
The Comprehensive Plan consists of broad policies of the City. The language for an Ordinance is
drafted by City staff and then it can be presented to the Advisory Commission. In this case it has to do
with land development regulations, so it will go before the Planning and Zoning Board who will make a
recommendation on it before City Council adopts it.
Mrs. Robinson excused herself from the meeting at 10:31a.m.
The commission continued to discuss the City’s zoning districts and Land Development Code with Mr.
Jeffries in regards to single family residents and rental properties.
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Ms. Schwarz thanked Mr. Jeffries for his presentation. She said some cities require 75 percent or even
100 percent of native plants. She asked why would cities not leave it at 50 percent.
Ms. Haynes replied that she cannot speak for other communities, but the ability to have a broader plant
pallet will give a richer design with more texture and color. The Florida native plants are mostly green
and do not provide much accent.
Ms. Schwarz said they are mainly talking about residential properties and she agrees that education is
important to let people know why they should keep the Oak trees and Sable Palms and what vegetation
should be removed.
Mr. Jeffries said in order to keep things consistent he suggests using the word “promote” when dealing
with residential properties. They could also have a sustainable incentive program for people who
would like to do more landscaping and submit a landscape plan. When it comes to single-family homes
that is what would be consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, because there is no language
mandating landscaping.
Mrs. Booth asked Mr. Jeffries if he was talking about adding stronger mitigation requirements as a way
to protect the trees.
Mr. Jeffries explained that if trees are in the buildable area they can be removed and when trees are
outside the setback they have to mitigate five (5) percent of what is removed. They could put
additional protection on the remaining trees to protect the Oak canopy. They have to be careful
because people need to be allowed to use their property.
Mrs. Booth said that per the application, the cost to remove a mature Oak tree is only $20.
Mr. Jeffries replied that he has seen some removal permits for a single tree costing thousands of dollars.
Ms. Lafferty explained that the $20 tree removal permit fee is for a tree that is hazardous, dead, or
diseased. For land development, there is a $50 review fee and for a Live Oak it cost $106 per inch that
is removed that requires replacement.
Mrs. Booth asked if that is for multi-family and commercial properties.
Ms. Lafferty stated that is for any property including residential properties.
Mrs. Booth asked where can that information be found.
Ms. Lafferty stated that it is in the Tree Protection Ordinance.
Mrs. Booth said there must be a policy that states how much it costs to have trees removed.
Ms. Lafferty replied that the Ordinance states the dollar amount is the current market value.
B)

Beautification Weekend February 13 & 14, 2021 - Community Involvement
Proposal
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Mrs. Dussault said she hopes this Beautification Weekend really helps bring the community together
with everything that is going on. She submitted the proposal for the Beautification Weekend so they
could all look it over (on file in the City Clerk’s office). She did not include many of Mr. Roe’s
suggestions of reaching out to resources to ask for their involvement in this event, because they have
been given approval to do that in the past. However, she did concentrate on the modification of an
award program that previously existed. The Commission’s goal is to promote and encourage people to
participate.
Ms. Schwarz said she does have some comments about it, but she will need to leave shortly. She asked
if they have time to discuss it more at their next meeting.
Mrs. Dussault replied that she will need time to get this presentation to City Council at their December
1, 2020 City Council meeting, so they will not be meeting again before then. The sooner they get this
approved the more time they have to get the vendors on board. The purpose is to get people together to
improve the community and do it in a safe way, because they will probably still be wearing masks in
February.
Mrs. Booth said she likes the idea. She said she found out that Brevard County has a program for
homeowners that recognizes native plants on private property and provides an award. They also certify
lagoon friendly lawns. It has been a great success with good participation.
Ms. Schwarz asked if they could focus Beautification Weekend on swapping native and Florida
friendly plants, so that can be part of their educational aspect.
Mrs. Dussault replied yes, they could do that. She said what they do to attract vendors and publicize
the event does not affect anything in the proposal. The proposal is the broad overview of the event and
they will have the City’s approval. The Tree and Beautification Commission can give out the awards.
The original Mayor’s award had numerous categories, but they need to keep this simple for now.
Ms. Schwarz excused herself form the meeting at 11:01 a.m.
Mrs. Dussault asked if there were any corrections to the proposal and if not she would entertain a
motion to approve the proposal as written.
Mr. Roe made a motion to approve the proposal as presented. Mrs. Booth seconded the motion.
Mrs. Booth added to Mr. Roe’s motion authorizing Mrs. Dussault to go before City Council at
their December 1st or December 15th meeting to present the proposal. Mrs. Roe seconded the
motion and it passed unanimously.
C)

Arbor Day Celebration/Tree Planting – Friday, April 30, 2021

Mrs. Dussault said she thinks it is premature to start considering any plans for an Arbor Day
celebration. She recommended putting this item on their January meeting agenda.
Mrs. Booth said that the dedicatory tree brochure and the tree selection list on the City’s website has
not been updated.
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The Senior Administrative Assistant replied that she will make sure the updated brochure is put on the
website. She reported that the updated tree selection list was given to the City Attorney’s office and to
the Planning and Development Department, but she will follow up on it to see if it will be updated
soon.
6. TREASURY REPORT
The Treasury Report was not provided for this meeting.
7. CHAIRMAN’S MATTERS
Mrs. Dussault explained that in December the Commission normally reviews their annual report that
goes to City Council and they hold their election of officers. She asked if any of the members objected
to having a December meeting. There were no objections.
8. MEMBER’S MATTERS
None
9. NEXT MEETING DATE
A)

Next Meeting Date – December 17, 2020

The next meeting of the Tree and Beautification Commission is scheduled for December 17, 2020 at
9:30 a.m.
10. ADJOURNMENT
Today’s meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m.
/rh
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mr. Robbie Bracket, Mayor and
Vero Beach City Councilmembers

FROM:

Mrs. Marilyn Black Dussault, Chairman
Tree and Beautification Commission

DATE:

December??, 2020

SUBJECT:

2020 Tree and Beautification Commission ~~.~lReport
2020-20l,1
Tree and Beauti[ication,Ciimmission Members
Marilyn Black Dussault
Chairman
Cynthia Schwarz
Vice Chairman,/

',".f;'//J"<//o,",o•,

Fran Robinson
N~<}Hi9e
Katherine~g:oth

9/18/2012
:,.//6/15/2021

•5/o.7/20 U

6/"l§7¼63i
~,~,,'..;,\,•

5/0 l/2'<fi8
.. 6/15/2025

·&~i/~L@Q 18

. . 6/;l:$/;2025
·2/08/2019
6/15/2024

The Comrof~sionis c).)1:t~ntly \vt,!r{ing witl:r~. .B9sttd @ffive (5) full members and is seeking to fill
two (2fopen alternate pcijitipns.· ·
·· · ··
1. The>QJty of Vero Be§'.~bwas agijip.certified as a "Tree City U.S.A. Community" for the
39th ybat,:slfi impressivet~cord, ancFachievement thanks to the efforts of the Commission
memberfaflpJhe City stgfworking together.

2. The Tree and B~sl-.J1ti:(i~~#:on Commission held seven (7) regular Commission meetings in
2020 in the montli's/~tJanuary, February, August, September, October, November, and
December.
3. The Commission conducted the annual Beautification Weekend event on February 8 and
9, 2020.
4. The Commission worked with Mr. Jason Jefferies, Planning and Development Director,
to review the City's Landscaping and Tree Protection Ordinances. Recommendations
were provided and forwarded to the Planning and Zoning Board for consideration.
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In January, the Commission finalized their plans for the sixth annual City of Vero Beach
Beautification Weekend, which took place on February 8th and 9th , 2020. Ms. Nanette Haynes,
Grounds Maintenance Manager, and her staff completed a beautification project for the City.
They designed and planted a beautiful bird and butterfly garden at Leisure Square.
In February, the Tree and Beautification Commission held the annual Beautification Weekend.
The Commission also discussed the possibility of inviting the County to participate in the
Beautification Weekend in the future.
At several of their meetings, the Commission discussed their desire to reinstate an old City
program called the Mayor's Live Oak Award. The idea is to incorporate a similar program in
conjunction with the Beautification Weekend. The proposal.was presented to City Council at
their December 1, 2020 meeting.
·
Ms. Haynes reported in February that the bulb outs l'(lk,ng Mafrr~treet in downtown would be
getting a new look. They will be replanted witl:rJtJn;tive ancfFlqfida friendly plants and the
large pots will be removed, because they are 11Jtt;ljg5ihg taken care o:f: 1:'.lµs work was done while
the stores were closed due to the Coronavirus,w~fch made the project ea~j~{ to complete.
An Arbor Day Proclamation was issued, but the Cofuwis~W.n.::was unable tdfl.~lg an Arbor Day
Tree Planting Celebration on April ~J, 4970 due to th.1'GQr,qpivirus.
· ··
The Commission members and Ms. Ha,.y:11.es·pf~p9sed and t,l}~.cussed several new ideas of what
they could do for Arbor Day 2021 if th.~re artfs{Hhrestrictid~§ and social distancing required
because of the Coronavii-µ;$.
·
Mr. Jason Jeffries, 'mrr~~tor of<ij\~:pning an&,,~J£velopment; and Ms. Gayle Lafferty, Senior
Planner, attended the OqlgQer, Ndy~µiber, an&ti~cember meetings to provide the Commission
with infom,1attg.n.R11 rese1¥~tiJJi~y.~1Jl}gµs:ompa?iff~the City of Vero Beach with other cities in
Florida rei'tctj#tJ:if tQ;)andsca~fiji requir'.~~~nts a'..rtg tree protection. The information they
provid~~Jyas apprecfatiitand li~!nfµl. The Ti'~e).and Beautification Commission was asked to
provid~1g!?§. recommehd'af19µs they ·tn~?ht have so they can be presented to the Planning and
Zoning Bg~f~for possible ;i~gJusiort<@t!:i an Ordinance revision. In December the Tree and
Beautifi catiotiJ,:}9mmission. . . . ···
·· ···
As of December 20~(),Jhe Tree~J3:~placement/Mitigation Fund had a balance of$??? and the Tree
Dedication Fund had<afialance tit$????
'">/~,<,,

,

',, ,-,

The Dedicatory Tree Program consisted of only two (2) trees being dedicated to a family
member or friend in 2020. One (1) tree was at Riverside Park, and the other tree was planted at
the Riverhouse. Both of these applications were reviewed and approved at the August meeting.
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Goals for 2021
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

G.
H.
I.

Continue with the Dedicatory Tree Program and Tree Plantings.
Keep updated on the Main Street Vero Beach Baskets to Banners program in downtown
Vero Beach.
Invite Main Street members and anyone that is vested in the downtown hanging baskets
to their Commission meetings on a quarterly basis.
Continue to monitor the planters and plants installed along Ocean Drive to ensure their
success.
Continue with Arbor Day tree plantings to create awareness and to maintain and elevate
the Tree City USA status.
Continue to work with school children to educate the.rri.:a'.\:mut the importance of trees and
to encourage tree plantings.
Consider other approaches to encourage tree .Rl~~tjiig;'Q!l private property in the City of
Vero Beach.
·· · · ··
Hold the annual City of Vero Beach Be:tµ'.fffication Weel{efld and continue to promote
and increase participation for this event ··· · ·
Research and select locations for tree~l~jj.ting projects within t4r(:ity limits to increase
··
the tree canopy and to beautify the City oF~,~ro Beach,..

MBD/rh
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A CASE STUDY
Oaks in Peril Along Victory Blvd., Vero Beach, Florida
By Katherine Booth and Bob Casper | Dec. 1, 2020

A recent walk in late fall along Victory Blvd., one of the most beautiful streets in
Vero Beach, revealed some disturbing trends taking place among the numerous
live oaks just a few feet beyond its curbs.
Between 20th Ave., near historic St. Helen’s Church and Atlantic Blvd., the street
borders Troy Moody Park and many fine homes with expansive and wellmanicured yards, many built during the construction boom following WW II.
Unfortunately, too many of the oak trees along Victory Blvd., as with other streets
and boulevards in Vero Beach, have been zealously pruned to the extent that they
sometimes no longer even resemble oaks. The oaks fronting these yards are
native Laurel Oaks (Quercus laurifolia) and Southern Live Oaks(Quercus
virginiana).
Every person who at least stayed awake during high school biology class knows
beyond a doubt that trees like these are one of our most valuable natural
resources for the benefit of our health and bio-diversity. Besides filtering rain
water, charging the air we breathe with oxygen, keeping our air clean by
absorbing pollutants, and cooling the air around us, trees provide noise
abatement and a visual buffer between roads and buildings.
These oak trees also slow the flow of storm water runoff and provide an
important habitat for birds, the insects they eat and small animals. For more
information on oaks, see A. in the Appendix “The Value of Oaks to Wildlife” by
Holly K. Ober, University of Florida Institute of Food and Agriculture Extension (UF
/ IFAS), see B. in the Appendix.
1. Oaks in Peril Along Victory Blvd. | Be A Good Neighbor to the Lagoon

Over Pruning Removes Tree “Tissue”
Over-pruning by arborists actually removes too much of the tree’s “tissue” and
the risks of removing too much tissue according to UF / IFAS include:
• Forces use of energy by initiating defense mechanisms.
• Removes energy reserves.
• Reduces energy storage space.
• Can cause cracks.
• Can cause sprouting.
• Can cause branch death.
• Can cause tree mortality.

Why Is There Over-Pruning?
So why are our oak trees being subjected to aggressive over-pruning?
Lack of education, unqualified “arborists” and even money and greed are
sometimes the reasons. See C. in the Appendix.
Naturally Shaped Oak
Trees Hard to Find
An oak has a natural
shape and form that is
round with many small
branches and
abundant foliage.
There are only a few
small juvenile trees
holding this natural
shape to be found
along Victory Blvd.
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Wasting Money,
Creating an Eyesore
Besides wasting money
unnecessarily, overpruning makes trees
susceptible to disease,
decay and death
sustained from pruning
wounds, limb
breakage, sun scald,
wind burn, sprouting,
starvation and
uprooting.
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Over-Lifting or “Lions
Tailing”
Removing too much
interior foliage, called
“lions-tailing,” removes
branches that
previously provided
dampening of
movement in wind
storms. This practice
also removes many
branches that with
leaves needed to
produce a sugar
through
photosynthesis for the
tree.
Water Sprouts
Water sprouts growing
from oak trees are an
attempt by an overpruned tree to rebuild
leaves to restore the
energy reserves that
were removed from
severe pruning.
Arborists should
refrain from removing
any sprouts from an
over-pruned tree. A
myth perpetuated by
tree pruners is that
they need to come
back year after year to
remove these sprouts.
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•

Top Heavy Trees
Excessive canopy
raising makes the oak
tree top heavy and
more prone to
hurricane damage,
particularly uprooting.
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Over-pruning Can
Create an Unbalanced,
Unsightly Tree
This very sad tree
across from Troy
Moody Park is severely
unbalanced. If
clearance is needed
along a road or
driveway, or over a
house, it can be
achieved by shortening
low branches over
time rather than
removing them, and
being sure to shorten
limbs symmetrically to
keep the tree
balanced.
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Appropriate Raising
Tree clearance can be
achieved by shortening
low branches gradually
rather than loping
them off.
UF / IFAS

Appropr iate raising

~-..c,-···
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Is There a Solution?
The Constitution of the State of Florida provides a clear statement that the
actions of the legislature and state agents of Florida are to be defined and guided
by policies that “conserve and protect” the Florida environment, and which would
include native trees.
City regulations are in place to protect our native oaks from over-pruning, but
there is little oversight of “arborists” and enforcement of regulations and laws,
even for the city and county tree pruning crews, being far too lax and laissez-faire.
Just enforcing the current regulations, educating “arborists” and creating
disincentives for over-pruning would stop much of the abuse, and over time, lead
to healthier and more beautiful trees, a cleaner environment and cost savings for
municipalities, homeowners, tax payers and home / condominium associations.
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Appendix
A. “The Value of Oaks to Wildlife” by Holly K. Ober, UF /
IFAS
• Oak trees are among the most useful hardwood trees for birds, mammals,
amphibians, reptiles, and insects, providing food, shelter from the sun and
rain, and places to hide, nest, and roost.
• Oak leaves provide food to a diversity of invertebrates. The most valuable
resource oaks provide for vertebrate wildlife is acorns.
• Dense foliage conceals nests of birds and mammals from predators.
• Many birds and squirrels also use oak foliage as material for nest
construction.
• Fallen oak leaves provide shelter to the many small mammals, reptiles, and
amphibians that live in the mulch of dead leaves that accumulates beneath
trees.
• Cavities in the trunks of living or dead trees are used as den, nest and roost
sites by many mammals and birds.
• Spanish moss** serves several functions for wildlife: Bats such as the
Seminole bat, northern yellow bat, and tricolored bat roost in clumps of
Spanish moss. Birds such as the northern parula and yellow-throated
warbler nest within Spanish moss. Some other bird species supplement
nest material with Spanish moss.

**Spanish Moss
Spanish moss is an epiphyte, meaning it gets its nutrients from the air and
rainwater. EPIPHYTES and ARE NOT PARASITES to trees! It does not need to be
removed from your trees. Epiphytes are an important part of the ecosystem and
afford many ecological benefits, such as providing food, water and shelter to
Florida animals. Trees that seem to be overrun with Spanish or ball moss are
usually in a state of decline due to other reasons; the epiphytes are just taking
advantage of the high perch that offers them the best sunlight. [Epiphytes
brochure UF/IFAS Sarasota]
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B. University of Florida Institute of Food and Agriculture
Extension (UF / IFAS)
https://ifas.ufl.edu/
The Mission of UF / IFAS is to develop knowledge in agricultural, human, and
natural resources, and to make that knowledge accessible to sustain and enhance
the quality of human life.

C. Excessive Tree-Pruning Resulting in Unhealthy Trees is a
Money Game
The more unhealthy the tree from over-pruning, the more money generated for
those in the tree pruning business, who are paid for removing and replacing the
diseased or dead tree, continuing the over-pruning cycle with a new tree.
So, why are large mature oaks throughout Vero Beach and in the County having
their lower branches, interior limbs, and foliage removed by pruning?
• In Florida, NO TRAINING is required for anyone wanting to prune trees
• Tree pruners calling themselves “arborists” are NOT LICENSED as
professionals by the State of Florida
• Tree pruners pay a business tax to Indian River County, which is not a
license, and there is no penalty for not paying the tax nor non-renewal
• Only minimal requirements are needed to advertise as a “certified arborist”
by the International Society of Arboriculture [ISA] or other similar
organizations *
• There is ZERO ACCOUNTABILITY for tree pruners in Florida
• Unlicensed, untrained tree pruners have enormous earning power and use
myths and unproved reasons to persuade municipalities, homeowners and
HOA’s to over-prune trees year after year
• Due to high demand for unskilled labor, arboriculture is one of the top ten
AT-RISK industries for human trafficking, slave labor and illegal immigration
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From: Katherine Booth
11/13/20 call with Dr. Duane DeFreese IRLNEP:
40 years ago brought NEP through Gov. Martinez. We talked then about not paying attn to stormwater and eventually seeing algal blooms and pollution. Now
it’s almost too late, to wait for an emergency to get movement. Would have been so much cheaper for municipalities and taxpayers if action had been taken
decades ago.
Recommendations for ordinances for all properties, new and already developed:
• Landscaping with native vegetation is priority to decrease all man-made chemicals and protect human health.
• Retain existing trees. Ex: Oak hammock should be protected. Buffers and set asides cause loss of oak trees. Young replacement trees can’t replace
mature trees benefits.
• Low impact development, using landscape features, to address storm water so it doesn’t run into culverts and straight out to Lagoon.
• Hold water back naturally percolating it back into the soil.
• LID a ton of information.
• Building with nature using natural surfaces, and you’re not giving up anything!
• Business as usual is what’s happening now. Sod without swale--rainfall into the road, little absorption by grass until the soil is saturated, and rainfall
never slowed down by (nonexistent) plants and trees.
• Keep stormwater onsite, on the property instead of running off into storm water ponds or the Lagoon or the Ocean.
• Use swales on the property, don’t rely on just grass.
• Decrease sod.
• Keep “first flush” pollutants out of the Lagoon.
• Sell it triple benefit: landscape in way that 1) supports the beauty of the community that 2) has economic value, and that 3) prevents flooding and
pollution of the Lagoon
• Ex: Continuous stretch of structural soils and cobblestones b/w new tree pits when planting in a row.
• Contact Cocoa Beach city manager Jim McKnight (321) 868-3201 to ask him re landscape and tree ordinances and tell JJ what he said to Duane about the
Minuteman Causeway Project–connect JJ to see LID possibilities. Cocoa Beach improved its downtown visually while retaining and treating storm water
by installing a stormwater receiving system under the road.
• Keep Brevard Beautiful program “Lagoon Friendly Lawns” that certifies residential properties for reducing turf, stormwater runoff, and restoring
ecosystem benefits. Best contact is executive director Brian Bobbitt (321) 631-0501 x 203. A way to get citizen buy in w/o ordinances.
Ex: native wildflowers or sunshine mimosa b/w palms on IR Blvd instead of grass?
Ex: Ch 72.43 Mitigation options--due to limited public land remaining, clusters of mitigation trees could be considered, as trees planted in clusters are known to
be naturally more wind resistant.
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ORCA Conference Call on 11/13/2020 with Warren Falls, Managing Director ORCA and Dr. Edie Widder, CEO and Senior Scientist of ORCA
ORCA performs Pollution Mapping using sediment samples from the Indian River Lagoon to help determine sources of the pollution.
Very early on, ORCA discovered a huge difference between living shorelines of mangroves or spartina compared to concrete seawalls in regards to nutrient load
and muck depths and these findings were considerably more significant than what was expected.
Muck is smothering the life on the bottom of the lagoon. When it is cored down through, eventually get to white sand, which is what used to cover the bottom
of the IRL. Muck not only smothers life, but it is also a source of pollution, both nutrients and toxins. Removing it is very expensive and doesn’t make a lot of
sense until you stop all the sources of muck from entering the Lagoon –grass clipping, fertilizer run-off, biosolids and clay will keep pouring off the land, reforming muck unless its stopped at its source, with landscaping and converting to living shorelines..
In their estimation, pollution runoff into the Indian River Lagoon can be lessened in several ways:
• Prohibit Sod that Contains Clay
o Dr. John Trefry, specialist in Marine Geochemistry at the Florida Institute of Technology, has performed analysis of the Lagoon and has found
clay, which is not natural to this area geologically. This clay holds on to nutrients and toxins which are then released into the Lagoon. He believes
the clay comes from new sod and landfill projects.
• Prevent Grass Clippings from Entering the Lagoon
o Grass clippings are a big problem because they hold fertilizer, and they end up in the lagoon.
o For example, organic farmers put grass clippings in a bucket to make a nutrient soup and that is what is happening to the Lagoon. ORCA is in the
beginning stages of genetic analysis of muck in the Lagoon to determine whether St. Augustine grass is a significant contributor to the
development of muck.
• Mitigate the Effects of Bulkheads along the Lagoon Contributing to the Pollution Problems
o Improving the health of the Indian River Lagoon can occur by replacing bulkheads with “living shorelines.”
• If it is not practicable to remove a seawall, plant mangroves in front of the seawall because they offer good protection for the Lagoon by filtering
pollutants in stormwater runoff.
• Another option is to create a swale behind the seawall as an area for grass clippings to accumulate and not get into the Lagoon and retention ponds.
• Eliminate Sloping Grass Lawns Into the Lagoon
o Sloping grass lawns are very damaging to the health of the Lagoon and should never be extended to the edge of the Lagoon. There should be a
buffer between the grass and the shoreline to stop clippings and toxins from running off into the Lagoon.
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Suggested text changes from Jane Schnee (JS), Katherine
Booth.

Existing City of Vero Beach Tree
Protection and Landscaping Code

Model Native Plant Landscape ordinance by Florida Native Plant
Society
Sec. 72.01. - Title.
Sec. 1. TITLE.
This chapter shall constitute and may be cited as the "Landscaping and
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as “City of
____Landscape Ordinance Promoting the Use of Appropriate Native Tree Protection Ordinance" of the City of Vero Beach. What was the reason
for title tree “protection”? Promoting the Use of Appropriate Native Vegetation
Vegetation.”
Sec. 72.02. - Intent.
Sec. 2. PURPOSE AND INTENT.
The intent of this chapter is to promote the public health, safety, and
The purpose of these regulations is to establish minimum standards
general
welfare through the preservation, protection, and enhancement [omit
for the design, installation, and maintenance of landscaped areas that
this
word—it
nullifies the preservation and protection of something if it is
require the use of appropriate native vegetation and to promote the
“enhanced”] of the natural beauty, natural environment, and property values
preservation of indigenous plant communities on site. The City
in the city by regulation of the maintenance, removal, planting, and
recognizes the significant benefits of establishing and protecting
preservation of landscaping, trees, palms, and natural areas in compliance
appropriate native vegetation and, therefore, the necessity to
with the policies of the comprehensive plan.
maximize the use of appropriate native vegetation in all public and
In addition to aesthetic enhancements, the tree and palm preservation and
private landscaped areas within the City. It is the intent of this
landscaping requirements of this chapter will contribute to moderation of
ordinance that these minimum landscape requirements be
storm water runoff, erosion reduction, natural screening of development,
incorporated in order to promote the public health, safety, and welfare energy conservation by providing shade and evaporative cooling through
transpiration, air pollution and carbon dioxide level reduction, noise
by:
reduction, [stop here and add in FNPS ordinance 2, 3, 4, 5, and 8 and
(1) protecting and promoting appropriate native vegetation;
habitat for birds, small mammals, and other wildlife.
(2) promoting microhabitats in urban areas for the conservation of
wildlife by establishing new wildlife habitat and maintaining
existing wildlife habitat;
(3) creating larger, more connected plant populations, helping ensure
the future of native plant species by increasing their ability to
migrate in response to changes in climate;
(4) conserving scarce water resources by promoting water-efficient
landscaping through the use of appropriate native plants which,
once established, typically require much less water than other
species;
(5) reducing the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides to maintain
landscaping;
(8) reducing the financial costs of landscape maintenance;
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Note from JS: Local governments can derive substantial benefits
from promoting and protecting native vegetation that is appropriate
to the area. “Appropriate native vegetation” is vegetation found in
the natural community that is suited to the soil, topography, and
hydrology of a particular site. The use of appropriate native
vegetation in local landscaping can help achieve water
conservation goals, decrease use of fertilizers and other chemicals
that are polluting our waters, preserve habitat in urban areas,
greatly reduce maintenance costs for landscaping, and protect
property values.
Sec. 4. APPLICABILITY.
This ordinance shall be a minimum standard and shall apply to all
newly developed public and private buildings, developments, and
land within the incorporated areas of the City. This ordinance shall
also apply to the expansion or renovation of any existing
development when the expansion or renovation of the existing
development is equal to fifty percent (50%) of the assessed value of
the lot improvements according to the Property Appraiser or when
the total square footage of a structure is expanded by fifty percent
(50%) or greater.

Sec. 72.12. - Minimum landscaping requirements.
(a) Application of requirements. The landscaping requirements of this
section shall be cumulative and provided on the site to the extent
applicable for development or construction subject to this article.
Sec. 72.14. - Existing developed properties and redeveloped properties.
Whenever an existing structure or site is altered or improved in any way
requiring site plan approval, the landscaping shall be upgraded to meet the
minimum requirements of this article.I However, the planning director may
vary or modify this requirement if he determines in his professional opinion
that upgrading of the landscaping to fully meet the aforementioned minimum
requirements is not in reasonable proportion to the nature and scope of
alterations or improvements to the existing structure or site. In making such
a determination, the planning director must find that the modifications
approved are consistent with the intent of this article, are not in conflict with
the policies of the comprehensive plan, and will not adversely impact
adjoining properties.

I_J

Sec. 72.45. - Protection before and during site development and
Sec. 17. TREE PROTECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION
AND LAND CLEARING.
construction.
It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, destroy, or permanently (a) Requirements. All trees and palms required pursuant to the approved
site plan or landscape plan to be preserved, relocated, or installed on the site
damage any existing appropriate native tree that is four (4) caliper
inches or larger without first obtaining a Tree Removal Permit from shall be protected before and during all land clearing, site development, and
the appropriate local government staff. All existing appropriate native construction in accordance with the following minimum requirements of this
trees designated as remaining in their original placement as a part of section:
the landscape plan shall be protected during construction and land
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clearing from permanent damage to any part of the tree. A developer
shall follow the guidelines for protecting existing native trees during
construction and land clearing provided in the Landscape Manual,
pursuant to section 25 of this ordinance.

(1) All trees and palms required to be preserved or relocated shall be
clearly marked prior to commencement of any land clearing or site
development.
(2) All required preserved, relocated, and installed trees and palms shall be
protected from damage or injury during construction by the designation of
tree protection zones pursuant to the following standards:
a. Prior to development activities, a temporary tree protection fence shall
be installed around each existing tree or palm or groups of trees and palms
to be preserved that designates the tree protection zone for this tree or palm
or groups of trees or palms.
b. Immediately following the installation of new or relocated trees or
palms, a temporary tree protection fence shall be installed around each new
or relocated tree or palm or groups of trees or palms that designates tree
protection zones for this tree or palm or groups of trees or palms.
c. Each required tree protection zone shall have a minimum radius of 1.25
feet of protected area for each inch of DBH of tree or palm to be protected
or five feet whichever is greater.
d. Temporary tree protection fences shall be clearly visible and kept intact
through construction and shall be at least three feet in height with
supporting stakes to ensure the fences remain anchored in the ground.
e. The temporary tree protection fences may be removed only after all
materials and equipment are removed from the site.
(3) Within tree protection zones, the following are prohibited:
a. Construction activity, including the movement of equipment, machinery,
and vehicles and the storage of building materials, debris, fill, soil or other
materials.
b. Use, storage or cleaning of vehicles, machinery, and equipment.
c. Discharge, dumping, or disposal of material or waste, such as but not
limited to any paint, stain, oil, solvent, chemical, asphalt, cement, concrete,
mortar, or any residue thereof.
d. Placement of any structure or site improvement, except for landscaping
or related irrigation improvements.
(b) Guidance on tree care during construction. Applicants are encouraged
to supplement the above minimum requirements by following the tree care
guidance recommendations published by the International Society of
Arboriculture at www.treesaregood.com.
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Not found
FNPS does not reference historic trees.
City of Sebastian: Sec. 54-3-14.2. - Historic trees.
The removal of a "historic tree", as designated by resolution of the
city council, requires a removal permit approved by the city
council; however, historic tree(s) determined to be a hazardous
tree(s) by the city manager or his designee which requires
immediate action may be removed. All reasonable measures and
alternatives shall be explored to avoid the removal of a historic
tree.
Sec. 7. INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES PROHIBITION. PUBLIC Sec. 72.46. - Planting invasive trees and palms discouraged; removal.
NUISANCE DECLARED. SURVEY REQUIRED FOR NEW
(a) The planting anywhere within the city of any tree or palm species
DEVELOPMENT.
classified as invasive pursuant to section 72.33 is strongly discouraged.
The City declares that Invasive species are a public nuisance that (b) Trees and palms classified as invasive pursuant to section 72.33 may be
degrades landscaped and natural areas. The City shall prohibit the removed without a permit except where such tree or palm was required by
an approved site plan or landscape plan. ?? FNPS model needed here.
planting of any Invasive plant species in all public and private
PENALTY MUST BE IDENTIFIED WITH ENFORCEMENT.
properties. The city may require the owner of the property to
remove any Invasive species that the city deems to be a public
nuisance pursuant to the procedures set forth below.

(a) The city manager or the city manager’s designee has authority
to declare as a public nuisance a property previously found
to be in violation of this ordinance if the owner of the
property has not corrected the violation within the thirty
(30) days provided by this ordinance.
(b) Notice
(1) After declaration of a public nuisance due to invasive
plants, the city manager or his or her designee shall
provide notice to the owner of the affected property.
(2) The notice shall include the date of the declaration,
the date of the previous and uncorrected violation of
this ordinance, the name or names of the invasive
plants giving rise to the declaration, notification that
the property owner may contest the declaration of a
Page 6 of 46

nuisance by requesting a hearing within 15 days of
the declaration of nuisance, and information on how
to request a hearing.
(c) Right of Property Owner to Cure the Nuisance
The owner of a property with Invasive species that
have been declared a public nuisance shall have thirty
(30) days after receipt of notice to eliminate the
Invasive plants.
(d) Right to a Hearing to Contest Designation of a
Nuisance Owners of a property declared a public nuisance
have the right to a hearing to contest the declaration of a
public nuisance. At the conclusion of the hearing and after
considering all evidence presented at such hearing, the
board is authorized to issue findings of fact based upon the
evidence presented and made part of the record that a
public nuisance does not exist or that an unlawful public
nuisance does exist.
(e) Local Government May Abate Nuisance,
Charge Owner, and File a Lien Should a property
owner fail to correct a violation of this ordinance
within either thirty (30) days of a declaration of
nuisance or thirty (30) days after conclusion of a
hearing to contest a declaration of nuisance, if one
was requested, the City may enter the property and
abate the public nuisance.
(1) All costs incurred by the City in abatement of a
nuisance on private property may be charged to the
owner of the property. A copy of these costs and
other costs authorized to be levied against a
property owner may be filed in the public records.
(2) Should the property owner fail to pay the City’s
expenses incurred in abatement of the nuisance
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within thirty (30) days of billing by the City, the
City may file a certified copy of the City’s expenses
to abate the nuisance and other expenses authorized
in subsection (3) below in the public record. Such a
filing then shall constitute a lien on the property.
(3) When billing a property owner for abatement costs
the City may also include any previously levied
fines for violation of this ordinance and all
charges—including reasonable attorney’s fees—
incurred by the City in a hearing contesting the
declaration of nuisance if the hearing results in a
finding of a nuisance.
One year from the filing in the public record of a lien on a
property under this subsection, the City may foreclose on the
property to satisfy the lien.
(f) Invasive Species Survey Required for New Development.
For all properties submitting a landscape plan
pursuant to Section 10, other than single family
residences, the landowner or their representative
shall submit with the landscape plan a survey
indicating the presence of Invasive species.
Note from JS: INVASIVE PLANTS – No FLEPPC (Florida
Exotic Pest Plant Council) Category 1 or Category 11 plants
should be planted. It is recommended that the City/County declare
that invasive species are a public nuisance that degrades
landscaped and natural areas. Not only should invasive plants not
be planted but the City/County should require the owner of a
property to remove invasive species that the City/County deems to
be a public nuisance. This is a critical section because the invasion
of non-indigenous species causes “ecological, economic, and
resource management problems. They have reduced biological
diversity, caused severe ecological and economic impacts,
displaced indigenous wildlife (particularly endangered and
threatened species), altered natural ecosystems and impaired
navigational and recreation activities. Florida is one of the most
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severely impacted states experiencing the harmful effects of nonindigenous invasive species. If invasive species are identified as a
“public nuisance” as defined in the law then the City/County can
enforce this law and require property owners to remove them.
Note: Other cities are doing this – Satellite Beach is one example
where invasive plants must be removed by law and cannot be
planted.
Sec. 6. MINIMUM APPROPRIATE NATIVE VEGETATION Unsure if I’m correct but when speaking with Nanette Haynes last month
REQUIRED.
about tree pruning, she said she does not use the landscape ordinances, as
Sec. 6.1. Public Property.
though they do not pertain to public property. ?? The ordinance doesn’t
The City shall require the use of only appropriate native vegetation specify that it only applies to private land. FNPS model s/b inserted here and
in all newly-developed, publicly-owned landscaped areas within native percentage increased as other cities have done.
Sec. 72.13. - Landscaping specifications.
the City limits. The City shall encourage the use of appropriate
(a) Generally. The following standards shall apply to all landscaping and
native vegetation in all existing landscaped areas.
plant materials installed on the site:
Sec. 6.2. Private Property.
The City shall require a minimum coverage of appropriate native (2) The "Florida-friendly Plant Database" published by the University of
Florida at http://www.floridayards.org is hereby adopted and shall provide
vegetation in all newly landscaped private areas, as set forth in
the standards for acceptable native, drought tolerant, and salt tolerant tree,
section 11 of this ordinance. However, at no time shall the
minimum coverage of appropriate native vegetation be less than palm, shrub, and other plant species.
(3) At least 50 percent of required plant material shall be drought-tolerant
_____ %.
The recommended minimum percentage is 50%. A recommended species.
(4) At least 50 percent of required plant material shall be native Florida
maximum percentage is 90%.
species.

JS comment: TREES, SHRUBS AND OTHER PLANTS – At
least 5 trees should be planted on a 10,000 foot lot, and at least 4
of these should be native trees. Of the shrubs and plants, ____%
should be appropriate Florida native plants. Note: Martin County
requires 75% to be native plants. FNPS goal = 90% native trees
and shrubs on the landscaped area. A landscape ordinance should
encourage diversity in the trees and shrubs planted.

Please explain the yellow
City of Sebastian: Sec. 54-3-14.5. - Suitable trees-The following trees shall be utilized in fulfilling the requirements of this
article for planting or replacing trees:
Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum).
Live Oak (Quercus mytifolia)—Not desirable to plant near septic tanks.
Laurel Oak (Quercus laurifolia)—Not desirable to plant near septic tanks.
Red Maple (Acer rubrum).
Slash Pine (Pinuls elliottii).
Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora).
Southern Red Cedar (Juniperus silicicola).
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Or the city code could include the list of suitable trees contained in the IR
county ordinance included below as Appendix A.

Sec. 8. LIMITS ON WEED CONTROL LAWS.
No regulation shall be made by the City or any person,
community, or group that makes unlawful the planting,
maintenance, or protection of native vegetation or encourages the
removal of native vegetation.
Sec. 17. TREE PROTECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION
AND LAND CLEARING.
It shall be unlawful for any person to remove, destroy, or
permanently damage any existing appropriate native tree that is
four (4) caliper inches or larger without first obtaining a Tree
Removal Permit from the appropriate local government staff. All
existing appropriate native trees designated as remaining in their
original placement as a part of the landscape plan shall be
protected during construction and land clearing from permanent
damage to any part of the tree. A developer shall follow the
guidelines for protecting existing native trees during construction
and land clearing provided in the Landscape Manual, pursuant to
section 25 of this ordinance.

Not found. Include FNPS.

• Follows FNPS model specifications.
• Add Sebastian specifics for barricades, etc.
Sec. 72.17. - Continuing maintenance required.
(3) Trees and palms that are removed, excessively pruned, dead, or beyond
recovery shall be replaced pursuant to the permitting requirements of
section 72.42 and the mitigation requirements of section 72.44.
Sec. 72.32. - Protected trees and palms.
The following trees and palms are classified as protected trees and palms:
(1) Any tree species having a DBH of three inches or greater but less than
that specified in section 72.31 for a specimen tree, excluding tree species
classified as invasive pursuant to section 72.33 or exempted from the
provisions of article IV of this chapter TREE AND PALM PROTECTION Sec.
72.41.
(2) Palms 12 feet or greater in height regardless of DBH, excluding palm
species classified as invasive pursuant to section 72.33 or exempted from the
provisions of article IV of this chapter.

City of Sebastian:
Sec. 54-3-14.6. - Tree protection standards.
ARTICLE IV. - TREE AND PALM PROTECTION
(a) Application before certain activities; provision of homeowner's
Sec. 72.41. - Permit required; exemptions.
packet; replacement of certain trees. Prior to grubbing, land
(a) Permit required. An approved tree removal permit issued pursuant to
clearing or removing any protected trees within the city limits of the provisions of this article shall be required before removal of any
Sebastian, a person shall make application to the city for the
specimen tree, protected tree or palm, or any tree or palm required by an
appropriate permit.
approved site plan or landscape plan.
(b) Exemptions. The following shall be exempt from the permit
The department shall provide to each permit applicant a
"homeowner's packet" that includes, at a minimum, information requirements of this article:
(1) Trees and palms classified as invasive pursuant to section 72.33, except
and techniques relating to the protection of trees during land
preparation for construction or construction activities. The owner when the tree or palm was required by an approved site plan or landscape
plan.I How could that happen?
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of the lot must sign the application which acknowledges receipt of (2) Trees and palms grown or sold by licensed plant or tree nurseries, but
only for the relocation of those trees and palms for sale or intended for sale
a "homeowner's packet" regarding tree protection.
We need an updated homeowner’s packet. The model law refers to in the ordinary course of the licensee's business.
(3) All fruit trees.
an owner’s manual.
(4) Trees and palms removed by a governmental entity or public utility
All protected and historic trees destroyed or removed without a
when located in public right-of-way or utility easement where the tree or
permit shall be replaced by a tree with a minimum height of 12
palm interferes with the physical construction of improvements within the
feet. The cost of replacing unlawfully removed trees shall be
right-of-way or easement, causes disruption to public utilities and services, is
incurred by the party responsible for the removal or destruction. in a hazardous or unsafe condition, is dead or beyond recovery due to
(b) Tree protection barricades. Prior to development or
disease, infection, infestation or damage, or is at 80 percent or more of the
average life cycle for the species.
construction activity, the developer shall erect suitable brightly
(5) Trees or palms removed by a governmental entity when required by
colored tree protection barricades, a minimum four feet tall,
around all trees to be preserved and shall remain in place until the Federal Aviation Administration regulations where the tree or palm
interferes with navigable airspace.
construction activities are completed. The area within the tree
protection barricade shall remain free of all building materials, dirt (6) Trees having a DBH of less than three inches, except trees required by
an approved site plan or landscape plan.
or other construction debris, vehicles and development activities. (7) Palms less than 12 feet in height, except palms required by an
Barricades shall be erected at a minimum distance from the base of approved site plan or landscape plan.
the trees to be preserved according to the following standards:
(8) Palms and non-specimen trees located within the playing boundaries of
(1) For trees ten inches or less DBH. Tree protection barricades
a golf course, except trees and palms required by an approved site plan or
shall be placed a minimum distance of five feet from the base of landscape plan.
(9) Mangroves. However, any person trimming, cutting, or removing any
each tree to be protected.
mangroves or performing any other action affecting mangroves or causing
(2) For historic trees and trees greater than ten inches DBH.
Protective barricades shall be placed at a minimum distance of ten any such actions shall comply with all permit and other requirements of the
feet from the base of each tree to be protected plus an additional Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the St. Johns River Water
Management District, and all other governmental and regulatory agencies
one foot for each additional inch DBH greater than ten inches.
that now have or may in the future have jurisdiction over and regulate such
Changes to grade or construction of impervious surface or utilities actions.
within the required protective barricade shall be permitted subject Sec. 72.42. - Permit application; review and approval.
to the following guidelines:
(a) Application. A permit application for removal of a specimen tree,
a. Changes in grade or construction within the protected zone must protected tree, protected palm, or tree or palm required by a site plan or
be approved by the city manager or his designee prior to beginning other development approval shall be submitted to the planning and
development department on a form specified by the planning director
construction. Plans must be submitted which illustrate in detail
together with all required supporting materials and a nonrefundable
protective measures necessary to protect the trees.
b. Impervious surfaces shall maintain minimum clearance from the application fee. If the tree or palm removal is in conjunction with a site plan
or other development approval, the permit application shall be submitted
bases of all trees to be protected. Trees fifteen inches DBH or less
with the site plan or development application.
shall have a minimum clearance of six feet. Trees over 15 inches
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(7) Written determination and report of a certified arborist for any tree
DBH up to 20 inches DBH shall have a minimum clearance of
or palm to be removed because it is dead, beyond recovery, or at the end of
nine feet. Historic and trees over 20 inches DBH shall have a
its lifecycle, whenever such determination and report are deemed necessary
minimum clearance of 12 feet.
c. All roots outside the protective barricade to be removed during by the planning director because the condition of the tree or palm or the
cause of such condition cannot be readily determined without the
construction shall be severed clean.
professional services of a certified arborist. The professional services of a
d. All pruning of historic and specimen trees shall be done by a
certified arborist and all supporting materials, inspections, and reports shall
qualified tree service during construction.
be provided by the applicant at the applicant's expense.
(c) Restriction of attachments to trees. It shall be unlawful to attach The planning director may waive or modify any of the above permit
anything to a protected, historic, or specimen tree other than
application requirements that are deemed unnecessary due to the nature
supportive wires, braces or other similar noninjurious materials. and scope of the proposed tree or palm removal. If the proposed tree or
(d) Removal of material or ground prohibited. It shall be unlawful palm removal is tied to an approved landscape plan or site plan, the
to remove any material or ground within a ten-foot radius of any information provided in the approved landscape or site plan may be used to
fulfill some or all of the above application requirements, if approved by the
historic or specimen tree without a clearing permit.
(e) Restriction as to harmful materials. The developer or property planning director.
(d) Application review; conditions for permit approval. All permit
owner shall not cause or allow the disposal of waste material such applications for removal of any specimen tree, protected tree, protected
as paint, oil, solvents, asphalt, concrete, mortar or any other
palm or tree or palm required by a site plan or other development approval
material harmful to the life of a protected, specimen or historic tree shall be reviewed by the planning director in consultation with the public
within the dripline of such tree or groups of trees.
works director, if necessary. Such review shall be pursuant to the procedures

provided by section 64.05 of this Code for code compliance certification or
section 64.06 for site plan review, as applicable. The planning director shall
approve issuance of the permit upon finding one or more of the following
conditions exist: IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, HOW OFTEN HAS THIS
OCCURRED?
(1) The tree or palm is in a hazardous or unsafe condition.
(2) The location or condition of the tree or palm creates a danger of
causing disruption to public utilities or services.
(3) The tree or palm is dead or beyond recovery due to disease, infection,
infestation, damage, or other condition from natural causes.
(4) The age of the palm or tree is at 80 percent or more of the average
lifecycle for its species as supported by the written findings of a certified
arborist.
(5) The tree or palm is within a power line right-of-way or easement and
cannot be properly pruned.
(6) The tree or palm, including but not limited to its root system, is causing
damage to a structure or site improvements used for vehicular traffic or
utilities.
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(7) The tree or palm is located on that portion of the site where structural
or other construction or site development is proposed or, the proposed
improvements are located within the protection zone for the tree or palm as
calculated in section 72.45 and a certified arborist or the public works
director has determined that the chances of the tree's survival due to the
proximity of proposed site improvements is very unlikely. And the tree or
palm in such location inordinately burdens, restricts, or limits the reasonable
use of the property and the applicant has made every reasonable effort to
the maximum extent practicable to preserve the tree or palm through its
relocation or through alteration of the design or location of the structure or
other proposed site improvements. For purposes of this subsection
"reasonable use" of the property includes existing and reasonably
foreseeable non-speculative land uses permitted by the land development
regulations of the city that are suitable for the subject property and
compatible with adjacent land uses.
(e) Permit conditions. Permit approval may include reasonable conditions
deemed necessary by the planning director to assure compliance with the
purpose and intent of this chapter.
(f) Permit duration. Any permit issued for tree removal permit shall be
valid for 60 days, except that the term of any tree removal permit issued in
conjunction with an approved site plan or other development approval shall
run concurrently with the term of the associated
Sec. 72.45. - Protection before and during site development and
construction.
Requirements. All trees and palms required pursuant to the approved site
plan or landscape plan to be preserved, relocated, or installed on the site
shall be protected before and during all land clearing, site development, and
construction in accordance with the following minimum requirements of this
section:
(1) All trees and palms required to be preserved or relocated shall be
clearly marked prior to commencement of any land clearing or site
development.
(2) All required preserved, relocated, and installed trees and palms shall be
protected from damage or injury during construction by the designation of
tree protection zones pursuant to the following standards:
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a. Prior to development activities, a temporary tree protection fence shall
be installed around each existing tree or palm or groups of trees and palms
to be preserved that designates the tree protection zone for this tree or palm
or groups of trees or palms.
b. Immediately following the installation of new or relocated trees or
palms, a temporary tree protection fence shall be installed around each new
or relocated tree or palm or groups of trees or palms that designates tree
protection zones for this tree or palm or groups of trees or palms.
c. Each required tree protection zone shall have a minimum radius of 1.25
feet of protected area for each inch of DBH of tree or palm to be protected
or five feet whichever is greater.
d. Temporary tree protection fences shall be clearly visible and kept intact
through construction and shall be at least three feet in height with
supporting stakes to ensure the fences remain anchored in the ground.
e. The temporary tree protection fences may be removed only after all
materials and equipment are removed from the site.
(3) Within tree protection zones, the following are prohibited:
a. Construction activity, including the movement of equipment, machinery,
and vehicles and the storage of building materials, debris, fill, soil or other
materials.
b. Use, storage or cleaning of vehicles, machinery, and equipment.
c. Discharge, dumping, or disposal of material or waste, such as but not
limited to any paint, stain, oil, solvent, chemical, asphalt, cement, concrete,
mortar, or any residue thereof.
d. Placement of any structure or site improvement, except for landscaping
or related irrigation improvements.
(b) Guidance on tree care during construction. Applicants are encouraged
to supplement the above minimum requirements by following the tree care
guidance recommendations published by the International Society of
Arboriculture at www.treesaregood.com.
Sec. 72.47. - Pruning.
(a) Acceptable pruning practices. In order to produce and promote strong,
healthy, and attractive trees and palms, pruning and maintenance of
specimen trees, protected trees and palms, and trees and palms required by
an approved site plan or landscape plan shall be performed in compliance
with the provisions of this section or otherwise in conformance with certified
arborist approved standards.
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(1) Crown thinning. Crown thinning may be used as a method of pruning to
increase light penetration and air movement through the crown of a tree by
selective removal of branches pursuant to the following guidelines:
a. Favor branches with strong, U-shaped angles of attachment.
b. Remove branches with weak, V-shaped angles of attachment and/or
included bark.
c. Work toward resulting in lateral branches that are evenly spaced on the
main stem of young trees.
d. Remove any branches that rub or cross another branch.
e. Make sure that lateral branches are no more than one-half to threequarters of the diameter of the stem to discourage the development of codominant stems.
f. Do not remove more than one-quarter of the living crown of a tree at
one time, and if necessary, only do so over successive years.
(2) Crown Raising for clearance. Done over successive years: modest
reduction of the length of lower branches will provide lift to all the branches.
Crown raising may be used as a method of pruning to provide clearance for
pedestrians, vehicles, buildings, lines of sight, and vistas by removing lower
branches pursuant to the following guidelines every branch removed
diminishes noise and visual buffer:
a. Maintain live branches on at least two-thirds of a tree's total height.
Removing too many lower branches will hinder the development of a strong
stem.
b. Remove Bbasal sprouts from roots and vigorous epicormic sprouts the
latter syn water sprouts occur when the tree has been excessively pruned,
and does not have enough leaves to make sugar for food by photosynthesis
and is at risk of disease, damage or death. Do not prune.
(3) Crown reduction. Crown reduction may be used as a method of pruning
to reduce the height of a tree pursuant to the following guidelines:
a. Use crown reduction pruning only when absolutely necessary.
b. Make the pruning cut at a lateral branch that is at least one-third the
diameter of the stem to be removed.
c. Remove the entire branch if it is necessary to remove more than half of
the foliage from a branch.
(b) Harmful pruning practices. No specimen tree, protected tree or palm,
or tree or palm required by an approved site plan or landscape plan shall be
subjected to crown reduction, crown raising, over-lifting, lion’s tailing,
topping, tipping what is this? or other excessive pruning practices. Only
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reduction of lower branches for clearance may be performed unless a tree
has natural damage that can be removed without further harm to the tree.
Any such pruning that causes the destruction or killing of such tree or palm
or otherwise results in its removal shall be a violation of this Code and
subject to the mitigation requirements of this chapter.
© Florida’s state tree, the cabbage or sabal palm, is to be left in its natural
state and unpruned, for its health and the benefit of wildlife and to reduce
stormwater runoff.
Sec. 18. TREE REPLACEMENT AND MITIGATION BANK.
Persons who may have no interest in conservation (government employees)
A landowner who removes any tree from a site shall replace that and a bias towards routine ritualistic annual pruning to stay employed
tree with a replacement tree or a number of replacement trees in (“certified arborist”), have total power over tree permitting. Otherwise this
sum that are equal or greater to the diameter of the tree that was section is more detailed than FNPS.
Sec. 72.43. - Mitigation required; tree replacement fund; mitigation
removed inch for inch. All replacement trees shall be
appropriate native trees. If a landowner cannot feasibly replace exceptions.
(a) Applicability. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the removal
all the caliper inches of trees removed at a site, the landowner
of any specimen tree, protected tree, or protected palm, or tree or palm
must pay a tree replacement fee to the Tree Mitigation Trust.
required by an approved site plan or other development approval shall be
Funds from the Tree Replacement Trust shall only be used to
mitigated by meeting or exceeding the total DBH required to be replaced
purchase trees and vegetation for planting on public property
either by the installation of replacement trees and palms and/or payment
within the City.
into the city tree fund pursuant to the requirements this section. Mitigation
is not required for the removal of any trees and palms successfully
relocated on site or off site in accordance with subsection (l) below. IN THE
PAST 12 MONTHS, HOW OFTEN HAS THIS OCCURRED?
(c) Mitigation options. … Any of the required mitigation that is not met by
replacement trees and palms shall be met through payment into the tree
replacement fund.
(e)(1)(2) Removal of any tree or palm, other than a tree or palm meeting the
classification of a specimen tree, protected tree or protected palm shall be
mitigated by replacement with a species on a list recommended by the
Florida Urban Forestry Council for Central Florida COULD NOT FIND A
WEBSITE having the same or greater DBH and height. A replacement tree or
palm not on the aforementioned recommended list may be substituted with
the approval of the planning director in consultation with the public works
director.
(g) Time for mitigation… completed within 30 days after removal
(h) Inspection required… Upon notification, the planning director shall
make an inspection
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Sec. 10. LANDSCAPE PLAN REQUIREMENT AND
APPROVAL.
Prior to the issuance of any building permit, a landowner or their
representative shall submit a landscape plan to the appropriate
local government staff. The staff shall review and either approve
or deny the landscape plan.
Supporting Note: It is suggested that local government staff
complete a follow up inspection to ensure that the landscape
installation was completed as per the plan submitted for
approval.
The applicant should be required to locate existing native
vegetation areas on the landscape plan. Incentives should be
given to promote the on-site preservation of native
vegetation and native plant communities.

Single-Family Residence Landscape Plan Requirements are absent but
needed as per FNPS.
Include “pruning and use of chemicals not required for landscape
maintenance. For this reason, native plants encouraged”.
Sec. 72-04. - Violations; enforcement.
Any person who violates a provision of this chapter, or fails to comply
therewith, or with any of the requirements thereof, may be prosecuted by
any means provided by this Code or by general law. The provisions of this
chapter may be enforced and correction of a continuing violation may be
obtained by any means provided by this Code and by any other legal or
equitable means available to the city.
Sec. 72.11. - Landscape plan required.
ARTICLE II. - LANDSCAPING
(a) Requirement before construction. An approved landscape plan is
required for any site development or construction requiring site plan
approval, excluding single-family and duplex lots. The applicant for site plan
Sec. 10.1. Single-Family Residence Landscape Plan
review shall submit the required landscape plan to the planning and
Requirements
development department with the site plan application. The applicant shall
A single-family residence shall submit a landscape plan that
also comply with all applicable requirements of this chapter regarding
includes a drawing of the proposed landscaped area, a list of each removal, relocation, and replacement of any specimen tree or protected tree
species of appropriate native plant to be installed, and the
or palm existing on the subject property or site and protection of trees and
quantities of each species of plant to be installed. The landowner palms during site development and construction.
should select appropriate native vegetation that is suitable for their (b) Site data. All elements of the landscape design shall be selected not
landscape category. Single-family residences are not subject to the only for their functional value but for their aesthetic value as well and must
requirement that a design professional prepare the landscape plan. complement the design as a whole. All elements of the proposed landscape
design, including existing vegetation, shall be shown on the landscape plan.
This provision only applies to newly landscaped areas
The location, species, height, spread, spacing, and quality of each element
or modifications to 50% or greater of the existing
shall be specified. Plant species specified on a landscape plan that has been
landscaped area pursuant to sections 4 and 15.
approved pursuant to this chapter shall not be changed without prior
City of Sebastian Sec. 54-3-14.8. - Residential landscaping requirements.
approval of the planning director.
All areas of residential lots not covered by a building or impervious
(c) Design quality. It is strongly encouraged that landscape plans be
surface shall be grassed, sodded, seeded or fully covered with landscape
prepared by registered landscape architects to ensure the highest quality of
rocks, except for landscaped areas including protected existing natural
design.
vegetation. Landscaped areas shall be mulched, rocked or planted with
a ground cover to prevent soil erosion. Water bodies such as lakes,
ponds, wetlands, or waterways are exempt from this requirement.
Further, a yard may be exempted if the owner submits a landscape plan
utilizing accepted principles of xeriscaping.
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Sec. 10.2. Multi-family, Commercial, Industrial, or Municipal
Landscape Plan Requirements
An applicant for development or modification of a multi-family,
commercial, industrial, or municipal site shall submit a landscape
plan that is prepared and signed by a registered landscape architect
or a Florida Certified Landscape Designer. The landscape plan
shall be drawn to scale, including all dimensions and distances,
and shall include:
(1) the names, addresses, and phone numbers of the landowner and
landscape designer;
(2) the parcel number, legal description, and address of the
proposed property;
(3) property lines with dimensions;
(4) location and dimensions of new and existing buildings and
structures;
(5) graphic symbols for all new and existing vegetation, labeled by
name;
(6) a legend that indicates sizes, quantity, and spacing of all
vegetation; and
(7) a graphic representation of the irrigation system.
Sec. 72.12. - Minimum landscaping requirements.
Sec. 11. LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS.
(a) Application of requirements. The landscaping requirements of this
Note from JS:
Revision of the current city code is needed to not require fertilizing section shall be cumulative and provided on the site to the extent applicable
for development or construction subject to this article.
and insect control, pruning, watering, etc. As an aside, I never
fertilize, use weed killers or insecticides and my native plants are (b) Off-street parking and retention areas adjacent to public rights-of-way.
gorgeous. Pruning that so many people do, prevents plants from Whenever any off-street parking area or open-pit type storm water retention
or detention area is to be located on the site such that it is adjacent to a
flowering and flowers are necessary for our hummingbirds,
butterflies & bees, plus if they don't flower they will not produce public right-of-way the following landscaping treatment shall be provided:
(1) A landscape strip at least ten feet in width located between the rightthe fruit that our wildlife & birds need.
of-way and the off-street parking areas and open-pit type storm water
All landscape applicants shall comply with the guidelines for
landscape design provided in the Landscape Manual, pursuant retention and detention areas.
(2) A minimum of one tree in the landscape strip for each 40 lineal feet
to Section 25 of this ordinance, in designing and completely
and fraction thereof.
installing all elements of the landscape plan. Where possible,
(3) A continuous hedge in the landscape strip except where interrupted by
landscape applicants should satisfy these requirements by
required trees.
preserving existing native vegetation on the site. Staff may
(4)

Ground cover in the remainder of the landscape strip.
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adjust the requirements of this section for a particular site in
circumstances where adjustments are necessary to protect existing
native vegetation at the site.
Sec. 11.2 Multi-Family Residential**
The minimum landscaping requirements for multi-family
residential properties shall be fulfilled by appropriate native trees,
shrubs, and groundcovers, as specified:
(1) Buffer and Perimeter Planting
(2) Interior Planting

(c) Off-street parking and retention areas adjacent to abutting property.
Whenever any off-street parking area or open-pit type stormwater retention
or detention area is to be located on the site such that it is adjacent to
abutting property the following landscaping treatment shall be provided:
(1) A landscape strip at least five feet in width located between the
abutting property and the off-street parking areas and open-pit type
stormwater retention and detention areas.
(2) A minimum of one tree in the landscape strip for each 40 lineal feet
and fraction thereof.
(3) A continuous hedge in the landscape strip except where interrupted by
required trees.
(3) Foundation Planting
(4) Ground cover for the remainder of the landscape strip.
(4) Parking Lot and Street Trees
(d) Off-street parking interior. The following landscaping treatment shall be
(5) Tree Planting Requirements
provided in the interior of all off-street parking areas:
(6) Preservation of Existing Appropriate
(1) A minimum of 100 square feet of landscape area located at the ends of
Native Vegetation
each row of parking.
Sec. 11.3 Commercial
(2) A minimum of one tree in each landscape area located at the ends of
The minimum landscaping requirements for commercial properties
each row.
shall be fulfilled by appropriate native trees, shrubs, and
(3) At least 15 square feet of additional interior landscape area for each
groundcovers, as specified:
parking space, designed and located so as to best relieve the expanse of
(1) Buffer and Perimeter Planting
paving.
(2) Interior Planting
(4) A minimum of one tree for each 225 square feet of additional interior
(3) Foundation Planting
landscape area and fraction thereof required by subsection (3) above.
(4) Parking Lot and Street Trees
(5) Ground cover for the remainder of the landscape areas.
(5) Tree Planting Requirements
(e) Other open space areas. The following landscaping treatment shall be
(6) Preservation of Existing Appropriate Native Vegetation provided in all other required open space areas:
Sec. 11.4 Industrial
(1) A minimum of one tree for each 2,500 square feet of required open
The minimum landscaping requirements for industrial properties space and fraction thereof that is not satisfied by the landscape areas and
shall be fulfilled by appropriate native trees, shrubs, and
landscape strips installed on the site pursuant to subsections (b) through (d)
groundcovers, as specified:
of this section.
(1) Buffer and Perimeter Planting
(2) Ground cover for the remainder of the open space areas, excluding
(2) Interior Planting
conservation easement areas and wetlands.
(f) Existing trees and palms. Existing trees and palms on site that are in
(3) Foundation Planting
good health and sound structural condition, which meet the standards for
(4) Parking Lot and Street Trees
trees and palms required to be installed pursuant to a landscaping plan, may
(5) Tree Planting Requirements
be counted toward meeting the minimum landscaping requirements of this
(6) Preservation of Existing Appropriate Native Vegetation article.

Sec. 11.5 Municipal
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The minimum landscaping requirements for municipal properties
shall be fulfilled by appropriate native trees, shrubs, and
groundcovers, as specified:
(1) Buffer and Perimeter Planting
(2) Interior Planting
(3) Foundation Planting
(4) Parking Lot and Street Trees
(5) Tree Planting Requirements
(6) Preservation of Existing Appropriate Native
Vegetation.
Supporting Note: A local government may choose to add
additional requirements for large-scale developments. This is
recommended because large-scale developments (e.g. > 20
acres) may have a more significant geographical impact on
plant communities. Adding separate landscape requirements
may allow, for example, for a requirement to preserve a
certain percentage of “natural areas” left untouched by
development and protected on the property. One way to
accomplish this would be to break down each zoning category
into acreage increments. In drafting, for example:
Sec. 11.2.a Multi-Family Residential, Less than 20 Acres
(1) Buffer and Perimeter Planting
(2) Interior Planting
(3) Foundation Planting
(4) Parking Lot and Street Trees
(5) Tree Planting Requirements
(6) Preservation of Existing Appropriate Native
Vegetation
Sec. 11.2.b Multi-Family Residential, 20 Acres or More
(1) Buffer and Perimeter Planting
(2) Interior Planting
(3) Foundation Planting
(4) Parking Lot and Street Trees
(5) Tree Planting Requirements
(6) Preservation of Existing Appropriate Native
Vegetation
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(7) Protection of Natural Areas
In the model ordinance, this would be done for sections 11.2-11.5
above.
Turf

Turf percentage not found—must include and specify.
Note from JS: GRASS – The FNPS (Florida Native Plant Society) Sebastian code detail s/b included.
Existing native vegetation s/b included.
model ordinance recommends that only 10% of the landscaped
Florida native seeds of wildflowers and groundcovers installed in public right
area be turf. Turf requires fertilizers, chemicals and water to
maintain it. There are some Florida Cities that limit the percentage of way.
of grass to 25%. By cutting down on the amount of grass planted, Sec. 72.13. - Landscaping specifications.
we will be helping to save our waterways, rivers, ground water, the (a) Generally. The following standards shall apply to all landscaping and
plant materials installed on the site:
Indian River Lagoon and money. Our Landscaping ordinance
(1) All plant material shall be Florida Grade No. 1 or better in quality as
should require only ___% grass. It is also recommended that if
grass is planted it should be Bahia and not St. Augustine because established by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
and shall be free from all disease, insects, and other pests.
Bahia requires less water and fertilizers than St. Augustine.
(2) The "Florida-friendly Plant Database" published by the University of
Florida at http://www.floridayards.org and FNPS. Org is hereby adopted and
shall provide the standards for acceptable native, drought tolerant, and salt
tolerant tree, palm, shrub, and other plant species.
(3) At least 50 percent of required plant material shall be drought-tolerant
species.
(4) At least 50 percent of required plant material shall be native Florida
species.
(5) At least 50 percent of required plant material on Orchid Island shall be
high salt-tolerant species.
(6) All required landscaping shall be installed in a sound and workmanlike
manner according to accepted good planting procedures.
(7) An automated irrigation system shall be provided for all required
landscape areas for irrigation during establishment and selectively during
times of drought. Irrigation system design and installation shall employ the
most current water saving devices, including, but not limited to, moisture
sensors and drip irrigation where appropriate to conserve water.
(8) All plant material shall be compatible with the local climate, proposed
physical site improvements, existing and proposed public and private
improvements, and the proposed storm water management plan for the site.
(9) All landscape areas shall be protected from vehicular encroachment.
Page 21 of 46

(10) All synthetic, non-degradable root ball wrappings shall be removed
prior to planting. Only paper or cotton burlap wrappings and cotton rope or
twine may remain around the root ball of trees or palms after planting.
(b) Trees. The following standards shall apply to all required trees installed
on the site:
(1) The latest edition of "Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants"
published by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
Division of Plant Industry, is hereby adopted and shall provide the minimum
specifications for trees. The species of trees are graded in the
aforementioned document under Matrices Numbers 1—5 listed in the index
of plant materials.
(2) A minimum of two-thirds of all required trees shall meet all of the
following minimum specifications based on the natural tree shape for the
species: see table
(3) All other required trees shall meet all of the following minimum
specifications based on the natural tree shape for the species: see table
(4) A grouping of three or more palms or a single palm that has or will have
a crown spread of at least 15 feet at maturity may be substituted for each
required tree, except any required large-scale canopy tree, to satisfy up to 25
percent of the total tree requirements. Such palms shall have a minimum
height of 12 feet at the time of planting.
(5) Specifications within each group of trees shall be considered
collectively and the applicant shall comply with all criteria.
(6) A minimum of one-third of the total required trees shall be large-scale
canopy trees.
(7) All trees shall be installed in their natural state with only necessary
minor pruning.
(c) Hedges. The following standards shall apply to required hedges
installed on the site:
(1) Plant material shall be a minimum of 24 inches in height at the time of
planting.
(2) Plants shall be installed no more than 30 inches on center.
(d) Ground cover. All required ground cover plant material shall be planted
in such a manner and in sufficient quantity to achieve 100 percent coverage
within 180 days.
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Sec. 13. LANDSCAPE PLAN REVIEW CRITERIA.
When reviewing a landscape plan, appropriate local government
staff, including the City Arborist, may consider the following
factors in order to approve or deny a landscape plan:
(1) whether the landscaping requirements of sections 10 and 11
have been satisfied;
(2) whether adequate measures have been taken to protect existing
appropriate native vegetation at the site;
(3) whether adequate measures have been taken to protect any
existing rare, threatened, and endangered plants at the site;
(4) the level of appropriateness of the native vegetation chosen for
the site based on the soil, topography, and hydrology;
(5) the diversity of the plants

Sec. 72.42. - Permit application; review and approval.
(a) Application. A permit application for removal of a specimen tree,
protected tree, protected palm, or tree or palm required by a site plan or
other development approval shall be submitted to the planning and
development department on a form specified by the planning director
together with all required supporting materials and a nonrefundable
application fee. If the tree or palm removal is in conjunction with a site plan
or other development approval, the permit application shall be submitted
with the site plan or development application.
(b) Multiple trees or palms. A single permit application may be provided for
removal of multiple protected trees, protected palms and specimen trees.
(c) Contents of application. The application shall include the following for
all trees and palms proposed for removal subject to the provisions of this
article:
(1) Description of each tree and palm proposed to be removed, but not
Note from JS: BUFFER AROUND WATER BODIES – At least relocated on site or off site, including species, DBH, height, and condition.
(2) Description of each tree and palm, proposed to be relocated on site or
a 10’ buffer should be established along water bodies (ponds,
off site including species, DBH, height, and condition.
retention ponds, rivers, Indian River Lagoon). Appropriate native
(3) Reasons for removal of the tree or palm.
plants and not grass should be planted in this buffer area. This will
(4) Description of efforts and options the applicant has considered and
help keep chemicals from entering water bodies.
evaluated to preserve the tree or palm through relocation or through
alteration of any proposed structure or site improvement design or location,
Note from JS: PERMEABLE SURFACES – Permeable paving if applicable.
materials can accomplish much more than save money. They cut (5) Mitigation the applicant proposes to provide for each tree or palm to
the amount of rainwater that falls off roofs, runs down hard
be removed, if required by section 72.43.
(impermeable) driveways/patios, and fills rivers, ponds, Indian
(6) Two copies of an accurate and legible tree location plan provided on
River Lagoon and municipal water systems. Along the way, that minimum 8½-inch by 11-inch and maximum 24-inch by 36-inch paper
seemingly fresh supply of falling water picks up debris from the specifying the following information:
roof, oil and fertilizer from the driveways, sidewalks and patios
a. Location of all existing trees and palms, identifying those to be removed
and a wealth of garbage from the streets. The end result is added or relocated on site or off site;
pollution to our waterways and extra work for water treatment
b. The proposed location for relocated or replacement trees and palms;
facilities. So, permeable paving materials should be required.
c. DBH of each relocated or replacement tree and palm and the height of
each replacement palm;
d. The common or scientific name for each relocated or replacement tree
and palm; and
e. The location of existing and proposed improvements, including, but not
limited to, structures, paving, utility easements, power lines, and stormwater
retention and detention areas.
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(7) Written determination and report of a certified arborist for any tree or
palm to be removed because it is dead, beyond recovery, or at the end of its
lifecycle, whenever such determination and report are deemed necessary by
the planning director because the condition of the tree or palm or the cause
of such condition cannot be readily determined without the professional
services of a certified arborist. The professional services of a certified
arborist and all supporting materials, inspections, and reports shall be
provided by the applicant at the applicant's expense.
The planning director may waive or modify any of the above permit
application requirements that are deemed unnecessary due to the nature
and scope of the proposed tree or palm removal. If the proposed tree or
palm removal is tied to an approved landscape plan or site plan, the
information provided in the approved landscape or site plan may be used to
fulfill some or all of the above application requirements, if approved by the
planning director.
(d) Application review; conditions for permit approval. All permit
applications for removal of any specimen tree, protected tree, protected
palm or tree or palm required by a site plan or other development approval
shall be reviewed by the planning director in consultation with the public
works director, if necessary. Such review shall be pursuant to the procedures
provided by section 64.05 of this Code for code compliance certification or
section 64.06 for site plan review, as applicable. The planning director shall
approve issuance of the permit upon finding one or more of the following
conditions exist: IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, HOW OFTEN HAS THIS
OCCURRED?
(1) The tree or palm is in a hazardous or unsafe condition.
(2) The location or condition of the tree or palm creates a danger of
causing disruption to public utilities or services.
(3) The tree or palm is dead or beyond recovery due to disease, infection,
infestation, damage, or other condition from natural causes.
(4) The age of the palm or tree is at 80 percent or more of the average
lifecycle for its species as supported by the written findings of a certified
arborist.
(5) The tree or palm is within a power line right-of-way or easement and
cannot be properly pruned.
(6) The tree or palm, including but not limited to its root system, is causing
damage to a structure or site improvements used for vehicular traffic or
utilities.
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(7) The tree or palm is located on that portion of the site where structural
or other construction or site development is proposed or, the proposed
improvements are located within the protection zone for the tree or palm as
calculated in section 72.45 and a certified arborist or the public works
director has determined that the chances of the tree's survival due to the
proximity of proposed site improvements is very unlikely. And the tree or
palm in such location inordinately burdens, restricts, or limits the reasonable
use of the property and the applicant has made every reasonable effort to
the maximum extent practicable to preserve the tree or palm through its
relocation or through alteration of the design or location of the structure or
other proposed site improvements. For purposes of this subsection
"reasonable use" of the property includes existing and reasonably
foreseeable non-speculative land uses permitted by the land development
regulations of the city that are suitable for the subject property and
compatible with adjacent land uses.
(e) Permit conditions. Permit approval may include reasonable conditions
deemed necessary by the planning director to assure compliance with the
purpose and intent of this chapter.
(f) Permit duration. Any permit issued for tree removal permit shall be
valid for 60 days, except that the term of any tree removal permit issued in
conjunction with an approved site plan or other development approval shall
run concurrently with the term of the associated development approval.

Sec. 14. LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE.
A landowner is responsible for ensuring that all landscape
material that is part of an approved landscape plan regulated by
this ordinance is maintained in a healthy condition. Within the
first year after the date that the landscape plan has been
completely installed, if any native plant that is part of the
requirements of this ordinance dies or is substantially damaged,
the landowner shall replace the plant with the same landscape
material or other appropriate native vegetation as approved by
appropriate local government staff.
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Sec. 15. MODIFICATION OF EXISTING LANDSCAPING.
If a land owner modifies fifty-percent (50%) or greater of the
entire landscaped area of an existing landscape plan which was
installed prior to the implementation of this ordinance, the land
owner shall bring the portion of the landscaped area that is being
modified into compliance with the provisions of this ordinance.
No financial assurances.
Sec. 19. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES.
How common is this?
When deemed necessary by appropriate local government staff,
(e) Permit conditions. Permit approval may include reasonable conditions
appropriate security or guarantees shall be provided by the
applicant to ensure proper implementation of the landscape plan as deemed necessary by the planning director to assure compliance with the
purpose and intent of this chapter.
approved. The guarantee may be in the form of a performance
bond, trust fund, irrevocable letter of credit, or other financial
assurance mechanisms acceptable and payable to the City. The
amount of financial assurances shall be determined by the City.
When the appropriate local government staff determines that under
the particular circumstances planting of trees or vegetation would
not be prudent before a certificate of occupancy or certificate of
completion is issued, the applicant may post a performance bond
with the City Council, in a form acceptable to the City. The
performance bond shall be in an amount no less than 125 percent
of the estimated cost of all trees and vegetation to be planted, plus
labor. The performance bond shall be received and accepted by the
City prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy or
certificate of completion.
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Irrigation
Note from JS: SPRINKLERS – Sprinkler systems should not be
required. Sprinkler systems too often malfunction and/or are used
inappropriately causing the use/waste of too much water.
City of Sebastian Sec. 54-3-14.13. - Commercial irrigation standards.
All multifamily, commercial, industrial, and institutional sites shall
provide a permanent irrigation system for all landscape areas.
(1) All irrigation systems shall be designed to avoid surface runoff,
overspray, or similar conditions where water flows onto adjacent
property, non-irrigated areas, walks, roadways, or structures.
(2) Irrigation systems shall use drip, trickle, low flow sprinkler heads or
any other recognized method of low volume, high efficiency irrigation
and shall be designed to apply water uniformly over the irrigated area.
(3) Irrigation systems design flows shall meet peak irrigation
requirements of the plant material.
(4) Sprinkler spacing should not exceed manufacturer's
recommendations.
(5) Special attention shall be given to avoid erosion due to runoff on
slopes.
(6) Rain sensing override devices shall be required on all automatic
irrigation systems. Soil moisture sensing devices are encouraged.
(7) For those sites where the installation of reclaimed water system is
feasible and meets all regulatory requirements, such a system shall be
installed. Where such reclaimed water is not available, well water
should be used. Any irrigation system connected to the drinking water
supply shall have a cross connection devices approved by the Indian
River County Utilities Department.
(8) A maintenance plan shall be provided.

Add Sebastian ordinance details
Sec. 72.13. - Landscaping specifications.
(a) Generally. The following standards shall apply to all landscaping and
plant materials installed on the site:
(7) An automated irrigation system shall be provided for all required
landscape areas for irrigation during establishment and selectively during
times of drought. Irrigation system design and installation shall employ the
most current water saving devices, including, but not limited to, moisture
sensors and drip irrigation where appropriate to conserve water.

Page 27 of 46

City of Sebastian Sec. 54-3-14.14. - Screening and buffer yard
No buffer or screening required—see City of Sebastian
requirements
COVB definition is good: Native means vegetation species known to be in
(a) Required screening of abutting residential and nonresidential uses. existence in Florida before the arrival of Columbus in the New World.
In order to maintain stability of residential areas, nonresidential
Do not require trees planted close under utility lines or in parking lots
development within or abutting residential districts and multiple-family because they get pruned to death—solely a money maker for tree pruners
development abutting single-family residential districts shall provide a and an unnecessary cost for tax payers.
wall, fence, landscaped earth berm, planted vegetation, or existing
vegetation, or any combination thereof so as to provide a continuous
90% opaque solid screen not less than five feet in height to form a
continuous screen along such abutting property lines. In addition, one
tree shall be provided for each 25 lineal feet or fraction thereof of such
landscape barrier. Notwithstanding, all developments shall comply with
the landscape requirements of this code. Where a conflict exists with
the standards of this paragraph, the more restrictive requirement shall
prevail.
Credit may be given for existing plant material against the requirements
of this section. Adjustments may be rendered by the planning and
zoning commission to the requirements of this paragraph based on
demonstrated need by the applicant.
The site plan applicant and successors in ownership shall maintain the
continuous screen in perpetuity.
(b) Applicability of screenings. Any one of the following types of
screening may be required by the planning and zoning commission or
city council during the site plan review process, for the purpose of
minimizing the impact of potentially objectionable areas such as parking
lots, major thoroughfares, unsightly rear entrances, utility or
maintenance structures, solid waste disposal facilities, loading facilities
and swimming pools and active recreational areas. Screening may also
be required where land uses of different intensities are located in close
proximity to each other.
(c) Description of screening types. Three (3) basic types of screening are
hereby established: Type "A", Opaque Screen; Type "B", Semi-Opaque
Screen; and Type "C", Intermittent Screen.
(1) Type "A" opaque screen. An opaque screen is intended to
completely exclude all visual contact between uses. The type "A" screen
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shall be completely opaque from the ground up to a height of at least
six feet, with large trees utilized as intermittent visual obstructions from
the opaque portion to a mature height of at least 20 feet. The opaque
screen may be composed of a wall, fence, landscaped earth berm,
planted vegetation, or existing vegetation, or any combination thereof
which maintains a completely opaque screen of at least six feet in
height. Compliance of planted vegetation screens or natural vegetation
will be judged on the basis of the average height and density of foliage
of the subject species at the time of planting, or field observation of
existing vegetation. The six-foot opaque portion of the screen must be
opaque in all seasons of the year.
(2) Type "B" semi-opaque screen. The semi-opaque screen is intended
to partially block visual contact between uses. The type "B" screen shall
be completely opaque from the ground to a height of at least three
feet, with large trees utilized as intermittent visual obstructions from
the opaque portion to a mature height of at least 20 feet. The semiopaque screen may be composed of a wall, fence, landscaped earth
berm, planted vegetation or any combination thereof which maintains a
completely opaque screen of at least three feet. Compliance of planted
vegetative screens or natural vegetation will be judged on the basis of
average mature height and density of foliage of the subject species, or
field observation of existing vegetation.
(3) Type "C" intermittent screen. The intermittent screen is intended to
create the impression of a separation of spaces without necessarily
eliminating visual contact between the spaces. The type "C" screen shall
utilize large trees having a mature height of at least 20 feet. The
intermittent screen may be composed of fences, berms, and either
existing or planted vegetation. Compliance of planted vegetation
screens or natural vegetation will be judged on the basis of the average
mature height and density of foliage of the subject species, or field
observations of existing vegetation.
(d) General standards for screening and buffer yards. In addition to the
commercial landscape requirements where the provisions of this article
require screening or buffering, the following standards shall apply:
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(1) Landscaped buffer strip required. A landscaped buffer strip not less
than ten feet in width shall be provided in conjunction with all screening
required herein. The buffer strip may be contained within required
setbacks. Each buffer strip shall be landscaped with ground cover
(preferably native species) in addition to the required screening
materials and trees. The landscape strip shall contain no parking area or
storm water management.
(2) Tree plantings required as intermittent obstructions. All screen types
("A", "B", or "C") shall include one tree for each 25 lineal feet or fraction
thereof of screen length. Such trees shall satisfy the requirements for
intermittent visual obstructions for all types of screens.
The above trees are in addition to the trees required under the
commercial tree requirements above. All trees required by this
provision shall be planted in the buffer strip. Trees shall be planted to
maximize screening effect.
(3) Grading of berms. Whenever berms are utilized, they shall be
constructed with a grade not to exceed one-foot vertical to three feet
horizontal (1:3 slope) with a four-foot wide flat top for plantings. If
berms are used in satisfying the screening and buffering requirements,
they shall be landscaped with plant material, preferably native, to
achieve the required heights.
(4) Quality and maintenance of plant materials. JS note: Insert text on
native plant species. Definition "plant species that are native and
naturally grow in Indian River County".
All plant materials utilized to fulfill the requirements of this section shall
be cold tolerant and shall meet criteria of this article. Synthetic or
artificial material in the form of trees, shrubs, vines, ground cover or
artificial turf shall not be used in lieu of plant requirements in this
section.
(5) Credit towards other required landscaping. Where the landscaping
provided under this section meets the requirements of other provisions
of this Article, such landscaping may be credited toward fulfilling those
requirements, with the exception of any required recreational open
space.
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(6) Front yards, visibility triangles. The above standards
notwithstanding, no screening shall be required which conflicts with
front yard fence or wall height limitations or required visibility triangles.
(7) Maintenance. Landscape areas shall be permanently maintained
including watering, weeding, pruning, trimming, edging, fertilizing,
insect control, and replacement of plant materials and irrigation
equipment as needed to preserve the health and appearance of plant
materials.
Maintenance of landscaping shall be the responsibility of the owner,
tenant or agent, jointly and severally. Said landscaping shall be
maintained in a good condition so as to present a healthy, neat and
orderly appearance. All landscaped areas must be equipped with an
irrigation system approved by the city engineer. All landscaped areas
shall be kept free of weeds, refuse and debris.
If at any time after issuance of a certificate of occupancy or other form
of approval, the landscaping of a development to which this article is
applicable is found to be in nonconformance, the building director shall
issue notice to the owner that action is required to comply with this
section and shall describe what action is required to comply. The owner,
tenant or agent shall have 30 days to restore the landscaping as
required.

Turf nor grass not found. Limit to 10%.
Sec. 12. TURFGRASS.
Non-native turf grass shall be considered within the percentage of
non-native vegetation permitted. The landowner shall use a lowwater use turf grass.
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Sec. 20. VARIANCE PROCEDURES.

Sec. 72.14. - Existing developed properties and redeveloped properties.
Whenever an existing structure or site is altered or improved in any way
requiring
site plan approval, the landscaping shall be upgraded to meet the
(1) Petition. Any landowner whose property is regulated by this
minimum
requirements of this article.IHowever, the planning director may
ordinance may petition the appropriate local government staff
vary or modify this requirement if he determines in his professional opinion
for a variance from the requirements of this ordinance. The
that upgrading of the landscaping to fully meet the aforementioned
petition must include:
minimum requirements is not in reasonable proportion to the nature and
(a) the name and address of the applicant;
(b) a detailed description of the exigent circumstances that scope of alterations or improvements to the existing structure or site. In
making such a determination, the planning director must find that the
warrant variance from the requirements;
modifications approved are consistent with the intent of this article, are not
(c) a proposed landscape plan; and
(d) any other relevant information that staff requests of the in conflict with the policies of the comprehensive plan, and will not adversely
impact adjoining properties.

I_J

applicant.
(2) Decision. Within thirty (30) days of receiving the petition, the Sec. 72.15. - Modification of requirements.
appropriate local government staff will notify the landowner in The planning director may modify or vary the requirements of this article if
writing of its decision to either approve or deny the petition. he determines in his professional opinion that all the following conditions
(3) Appeal. The landowner may appeal a denial of the variance to exist:
the City Council by submitting a written notice of appeal to the
(1) The physical characteristics of the site and surrounding properties
City Council within thirty (30) days after the date of
make strict compliance with the requirements of this article impractical and
determination by the appropriate local government staff.
unreasonably burdensome to the applicant;

(2) The modifications approved are consistent with the intent of this
chapter and are not in conflict with the policies of the comprehensive plan;
and
(3) The modifications approved will not adversely impact adjoining
properties.
Sec. 72.42. - Permit application; review and approval.
The planning director may waive or modify any of the above permit
application requirements that are deemed unnecessary due to the nature
and scope of the proposed tree or palm removal. If the proposed tree or
palm removal is tied to an approved landscape plan or site plan, the
information provided in the approved landscape or site plan may be used to
fulfill some or all of the above application requirements, if approved by the
planning director.
Sec. 72.43. - Mitigation required; tree replacement fund; mitigation
exceptions.
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Replacement trees shall be of a species on a list recommended by the Florida
Urban Forestry Council for Central Florida similar to the tree removed in
terms of height and canopy spread at maturity. A replacement tree not on
the aforementioned recommended list may be substituted with the
approval of the planning director in consultation with the public works
director.
(1) Replacement palms shall be of a species on a list recommended by the
Florida Urban Forestry Council for Central Florida similar to the palm
removed in terms of height and canopy spread at maturity. A replacement
palm not on the aforementioned recommended list may be substituted with
the approval of the planning director in consultation with the public works
director.
(3) Removal of any tree or palm meeting the classification of an invasive tree
or invasive palm at the time of removal shall be mitigated by replacement
with non-invasive species on a list recommended by the Florida Urban
Forestry Council for Central Florida. A replacement tree or palm not on the
aforementioned recommended list may be substituted with the approval of
the planning director in consultation with the public works director. IN THE
PAST 12 MONTHS, HOW OFTEN HAS THIS OCCURRED?
(k) Replacement trees and palms. Any replacement tree or palm installed
to meet mitigation requirements of this section or replacement of a tree or
palm required by an approved site plan or other development approval that
does not survive or is not thriving one year after installation shall be replaced
with another tree or palm of a species on a list recommended by the Florida
Urban Forestry Council for Central Florida similar to the tree or palm
replaced in terms of height and canopy spread at maturity that meets or
exceeds the minimum requirements for replacement trees or palms of this
section. A replacement tree or palm not on the aforementioned
recommended list may be substituted with the approval of the planning
director in consultation with the public works director.
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FNPS detailed section s/b added
Sec. 21. ENFORCEMENT.
Implementation and enforcement of this ordinance by staff, shall Sec. 72.44. - Removal without permit unlawful.
(a) Removal without permit. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this
consist of:
Code for any person to directly or indirectly through any means, remove,
(1) Notice of Violation. If any provision of this ordinance is
violated at any time, the staff shall issue a written notice of the cause the removal of any specimen tree, protected tree or palm, or any tree
violation to the owner of the landscaped area. The owner shall or palm required by an approved site plan or landscape plan without first
obtaining the permit required by section 72.41.
have thirty (30) days within which to correct the violation
(b) Minimum penalties. The following specified minimum penalties [dollar
before any punitive action is taken.
amount for type of tree] shall apply for each violation of subsections (a) and
(2) Fines. If any person who violates the provisions of this
(d) of this section: IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, HOW MANY PENALTIES HAVE
ordinance has not corrected the violation within thirty (30)
days after receiving notice of the violation, the City may issue BEEN ISSUED BY COUNT?
a fine to such person.
(c) Remedial permit and enhanced mitigation required. Any person having
(3) Injunctive Relief. If any person engages in landscaping
activities regulated by this ordinance without the prior approval admitted or having been found responsible for a violation of subsection (a)
shall within a reasonable amount of time: need detail??
of a landscape plan by the staff, then the City may file an
action for injunctive relief in a court of competent jurisdiction. (1) Submit the permit application required pursuant to section 72.42 to the
(4) Denial of Permits. If any person fails to obtain approval of a planning and development department and pay double the established
landscape plan from the staff or implements a landscape plan application and permit fees; and
(2) Provide double the mitigation that would have been required pursuant
contrary to the plan approved by the staff, the City may deny
to section 72.43 had the tree or palm been removed, relocated, or replaced
such person additional development permits on the basis of
pursuant to an approved permit.
failure to comply with the requirements of this ordinance.
The requirements of this subsection shall be in addition to and not in lieu of
(5) Inspections. Designated City landscape inspectors shall have
any punishment, penalty, or costs imposed, assessed, or paid. A reasonable
the authority to make inspections at reasonable hours of all
amount of time allowed for compliance with this subsection shall be
areas landscaped pursuant to this ordinance at any time during determined by the authority having jurisdiction of the violation.
the development of a site, installation of the landscape plan at (d) Failure to mitigate violation. Failure of any person having admitted or
the site, and within the first year after the date that the
having been found responsible for a violation of subsection (a) to comply
landscaping is completely installed. The inspections may be
with the remedial permit or mitigation requirements of subsection (c) shall
made without notice, and refusal to allow such inspection will be unlawful and a violation of this Code. Each day of noncompliance past
be a violation of this ordinance. Refusal to allow inspection
the date given for compliance shall be a separate violation subject to the
will constitute grounds for a court of competent jurisdiction to minimum penalties provided in subsection (b) for each corresponding tree or
issue an administrative warrant for the purposes of inspecting palm.
the landscaped area.
(6) Suspension or Revocation of License and/or Certification: All Sec. 72-04. - Violations; enforcement.
registered landscape architects, landscape designers and
Any person who violates a provision of this chapter, or fails to comply
landscape contractors that submit a landscape plan pursuant to therewith, or with any of the requirements thereof, may be prosecuted by any
this ordinance shall be responsible for ensuring that the
means provided by this Code or by general law. The provisions of this chapter
landscape plan is installed as approved. Any landscape
may be enforced and correction of a continuing violation may be obtained by
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any means provided by this Code and by any other legal or equitable means
architect, landscape designer or landscape contractor that
installs a landscape plan in violation of this ordinance shall be available to the city.
subject to suspension or revocation of their license in the
municipality where the work was completed.
Great to add incentives, including for renovation of existing properties
Sec. 22. INCENTIVE PROGRAM.
A local government may choose to provide incentives to promote
the use of appropriate native vegetation. This may be especially
useful for property owners who are not otherwise subject to the
ordinance, e.g. those not contemplating modifications to their
landscaping. There are many incentives that a local government
may offer to encourage its citizens to participate in the promotion
of appropriate native vegetation. The following list provides
examples of such incentives, including:
1) Fast track permitting for building and landscape permits
2) Reduced permitting fees
3) Certified Native Landscape Programs/Marketing
4) Tax Breaks/user fee reductions
5) Payment or Cost-Share Programs for Removal of Invasive
Species
No appeal
Sec. 23. APPEALS TO CITY COUNCIL.
Any person adversely affected by a decision of the staff in the
enforcement or interpretation of any provisions of this ordinance
may appeal such decision to the City Council. Such appeal shall be
made in writing to the City Council within thirty (30) days after
the decision of the staff. The City Council shall set a time and
place to allow the applicant to be heard. The City Council shall
thereafter either grant or deny the application in whole or in part
and notify the applicant in writing of its decision.
No section about fees. Tree removal permit fee too low (20$!) to discourage
Sec 24. FEES.
The City Council may charge an applicant reasonable fees for any removal of mature historic oak or native sabal palm.
permits and applications required by this ordinance. Such fees may
from time to time be amended by the City Council.
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Where is the model manual?
Sec. 25. LANDSCAPE MANUAL.
The City Council shall adopt a “Landscape Manual” by resolution
that illustrates best management practices and standards for
preserving existing native vegetation and natural areas, landscape
design, tree installation, tree preservation, wildfire protection, and
maintenance using appropriate native vegetation. The manual shall
include a list for each landscape category of the appropriate native
plants that should be planted in that landscape category. The
purpose of the manual is to provide landscape applicants with a
resource that clearly depicts guidelines for landscaping design in
accordance with these standards, including landscaping drawings,
sample plans, and suggested landscaping practices that will
promote a healthy environment in accordance with the goals as
stated in section 2 of this ordinance. The manual shall be made
available to the public at (http://www.---.gov) or by written request
to the Landscape Committee. This manual may be amended and
updated from time to time with approval of the Landscape
Committee.
Could this be a function of Tree and Beautification Commission? Authority
Sec. 26. EDUCATION.
The City recognizes that education of its citizens on the benefits of w/h/t/b added. UF IFAS is biased by its sponsors to keep turf and all its
appropriate native vegetation and the need for the use of more
needed maintenance and trees severely pruned to grow turf underneath.
efficient landscaping practices is essential in order to protect the Pruning for clearance or to remove branches damaged by wind is acceptable.
City’s valuable natural resources, including water, wildlife, and
But pruning of a native hardwood in a ritualistic, routine manner is
native plants. In order to increase public awareness and educate its unacceptable. Sufficient evidence lacking to prove pruning trees prevents
citizens of the critical need for the protection and promotion of
damage to them during wind event. Trees do best as they were before
appropriate native vegetation, the City shall sponsor workshops on humans arrived and before pruning programs began in the 1980’s.
landscape design principles and the benefits of landscaping with
appropriate native plants. The City shall also make available
educational materials to instruct landowners on the most efficient
methods of landscape design and maintenance.
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COVB has 5-member Advisory Tree and Beautification Commission with 2
Sec. 27. LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE.
The Landscape Committee is created with the following general alternates. TBC is a required component to be designated a Tree City by the
purposes:
Arbor Day Foundation. Members are approved by the City Council after
(a) to protect existing appropriate native vegetation;
submitting an application. Terms are 2 years.
(b) to promote the use of appropriate native vegetation in all public
and private landscaped areas;
(c) to coordinate efforts to educate citizens of the City of
________ about the benefits of appropriate native vegetation
and best management practices for efficient landscaping
design; and
(d) to make recommendations for the design of the overall
landscaping plan for all public property within the City.
Sec. 27.2. Membership.
The Landscape Committee shall consist of a group of seven (7)
members. The Landscape Committee, where practicable, should be
made up of one member from each of the following categories:
(1) local native plant society or organization representative;
(2) local nursery growers association representative;
(3) registered landscape architect;
(4) certified landscape designer;
(5) master gardener representative;
(6) master naturalist representative;
(7) public natural resource manager;
(8) representative from the local builders association;
(9) city arborist or other knowledgeable staff member if the
City does not have an arborist on staff;
(10) city forester or other knowledgeable staff member if
the City does not have a forester on staff;
(10) botanist or plant ecologist, ideally with an advanced
degree in that field
Sec. 27.3. Appointment.
Members of the Landscape Committee shall be appointed by the
City Council to serve a term of four (4) years. Members may be reappointed for consecutive terms upon approval by the City
Council.
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Approved tree list from the IR County ordinance: The
following trees are approved for use to meet the singlefamily lot canopy tree requirement of this section. Other
canopy tree species may be used subject to county staff
approval.
Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Laurel oak (Quercus hemisphaerica)
Diamond-leaf oak (Quercus laurifolia)
Red maple (Acer rubrum)
Dahoon holly (Ilex cassine)
East Palatka holly (Ilex x attenuata 'East Palatka')
Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)
Sweet Bay Magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)

Suggested additions to IRC list, from JS:
“Buffer Zone around water bodies" and add:
Water edge zone
Blue flag iris (Iris virginica)
Duck potato (Sagittaria lancifolia)
Golden canna (Canna flaccida)
Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata)
Sand Cord grass (Spartina bakerii)
Bank slope zone
Blue mistflower (Conoclinium coelesstinum)
Fakahatchee grass (Tripsacum dactyloides)
Florida gamagrass (Tripsacum floridanum)
Muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris)
Passion vine (Passiflora incarnata)
Scorpion tail (Heliotroplum angiospermum)

Southern Red Cedar (Juniperus silicicola)
Persimmon (Diosypros virginiana)
Red Bay (Persea borbonia)
Swamp Bay (Persea palustris)
Loblolly-Bay (Franklinia lasianthus)
Florida Elm (Ulmus Americana var. floridana)
Sugarberry, Hackberry (Celtis laevigata)
Sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua)
Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)
Red mulberry (Morus rubra)
Slash pine (Pinus elliottii)
Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum)
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From the IR County ordinance:
Appendix A: Native Plants
Listed below are plant species native to Indian
River County. …….. A common definition of
native plants is species indigenous to the land
before European settlers arrived. A practical
definition is a plant that occurs naturally in this
area, with no assistance from any humans, and one
that has established an interrelationship with the
other organisms of the area in which it grows.
Sources for Florida native plants currently
available for landscaping are easily found on
http://www.afnn.org. (See Appendix B for
definition of "exotic".) Plants qualifying as native
species that grow in this county include but are not
limited to the following:
(1) Native trees and shrubs for dunes or coastal
hammock region. For purposes of this section, the
coastal hammock region is the land located east
of US Highway 1.
(a) Native trees:
1. Semi salt-tolerant, suitable for barrier island:
Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Red bay (Persea borbonia)
Seagrape (Coccoloba uvifera)
Cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto)
Gumbo limbo (Bursera simaruba)
Hercules club (Xanthoxylum clava-herculis)
Buttonwood, green or silver (Conocarpus erectus)
Black mangrove (Avicennia germinans)
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White mangrove (Laguncularia racemosa)
Red mangrove (Rhizophora mangle)
White stopper (Eugenia axillaris)
Spanish stopper (E. foetida)
2. Suitable for hammocks or sandy areas not on barrier
island:
Slash pine (Pinus elliottii var densa)
Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Scrub/Sand live oak (Quercus geminata)
Sand pine (Pinus clausa)
Chapman oak (Quercus chapmanii)
Runner oak (Quercus minima)
Myrtle oak (Quercus myrtifolia)
Wax myrtle, Bayberry (Myrica cerifera)
Scrub hickory (Carya floridana)
Bluejack oak (Quercus incana)
(b) Native Palms: all considered salt-tolerant and cold
hardy. Varied characteristics: clumping, shrub,
understory or tree height.
Cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto)
Paurotis palm (Acoelorraphe wrightii)
Saw palmetto, green or silver varieties (Serenoa repens)
(c) Native Shrubs:
1. Semi salt-tolerant, suitable for barrier island:
Florida privet (Forestiera segregata)
Simpsons stopper (Myricanthes fragrans)
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Marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides)
Myrsine (Rapanea punctata)
White indigo berry (Randia aculeata)
Necklacepod (Sophora tomentosa)
Simpsons stopper or Twinberry (Myricanthes fragrans)
Fiddlewood (Citharexylum fruticosum)
Wild coffee, shiny leaved (Psychotria nervosa)
Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus icaco)
Jamaican caper (Capparis cynophallophora)
Snowberry (Chiococca alba)
Saw palmetto (Serenoa repens)
2. Non salt-tolerant. Suitable for hammocks or sandy
areas not on barrier island.
Firebush (Hamelia patens)
Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)
Swamp hibiscus (Hibiscus grandiflorus)
Rusty lyonia (Lyonia ferruginea)
Wild coffee, soft leaved (Pyschotria sulzneri)
Walter's viburnum (Viburnum obovatum)
Tallowwood (Ximenia americana)
(2) Native trees and shrubs for inland pine flatwoods or
hammocks. For purposes of this section, inland area is
land located west of US Highway 1.
(a) Native Trees.
1. Prefer low-lying areas:
Loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus)
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Swamp red bay (Persea palustris)
Bald cypress (Taxodium distichum)
Sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua)
Sweet bay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)
Red maple (Acer rubrum)
Dahoon holly (Ilex cassine)
Diamond leaf oak (quercus laurifolia)
2. Prefer upland areas:
Sugarberry, Hackberry (Celtis laevigata)
Florida elm (Ulmus Americana)
Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
Laurel oak (Quercus hemisphaerica)
Cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto)
Slash pine (Pinue elliottii var densa)
Longleaf pine (Pinus palustris)
Persimmon (Diosypros virginica)
Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)
Southern red cedar (Juniperus silicicola)
Sumac, winged or shiny (Rhus copallina)
East Palatka holly (Ilex attenuata 'East Palatka)
Wax myrtle, Bayberry (Myrica cerifera)
(b) Native Shrubs.
1. Prefer low-lying areas:
Carolina willow (Salix caroliniana)
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Virginia willow (Itea virginica)
Shiny lyonia, fetterbush (Lyonia lucida)
Florida anise (Illicium floridanum)
Gallberry (Ilex glabra)
2. Prefer upland areas:
Florida privet (Forestiera segregata)
Rusty lyonia (Lyonia ferruginea)
Beautyberry (Callicarpa Americana)
Walters viburnum (Viburnum obovatum)
Cocoplum (Chrysobalanus icaco)
Coontie (Zamia floridana)
Coralbean (Erythrina herbacea)
Firebush (Hamelia patens)
Golden dewdrop (Duranta repens)
Scarlet Hibiscus (Hibiscus coccineus)
Marlberry (Ardisia escallonioides)
Necklacepod (Sophora tomentosa)
Yucca (Yucca aloifolia)
Snowberry (Chiococca alba)
Simpsons stopper or Twinberry (Myricanthes fragrans)
Saw palmetto (Serenoa repens)
(3) Native ground covers and flowers.
(a) Semi salt-tolerant suitable for barrier island:
Beach sunflower (Helianthus debilis)
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Blanket flower (Gaillardia pulchella)
Prickly pear cactus (Opuntia humifusa)
Sand cordgrass (Spartina bakerii)
Saltmarsh cordgrass (Spartina patens)
Railroad vine (Ipomoea pes-caprae)
Sea oats (Uniola paniculata)
Sea Ox-eye Daisy (Borrichia frutescens)
Horsemint (Monarda punctata)
(b) Suitable for hammocks or sandy areas not on barrier
island:
Gopher apple (Licania michauxii)
White lantana (Lantana involucrata)
Sunshine mimosa (Mimosa strigulosa)
Pink muhly grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris)
Blue porterweed (Stachytarpheta jamaicensis)
Southern shield fern (Thelypteris kunthii)
Blechnum fern (Blechnum serrulatum)
Red sage (Salvia coccinea)
Sword fern (Nephrolepis exaltata)
(4) Native climbing vines suitable for fences:
Coral or southern honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens)
Maypop (Passiflora incarnata)
Native grape (Vitis spp.)
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)
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Morning Glory (Ipomoea spp.)
Climbing Aster Symphyotrichum carolinianum
Carolina Yellow Jessamine Gelsemium sempervirens
From the IR County ordinance:

Appendix C: Preferred Grasses.
Preferred grasses are those native to South Florida
Flatwoods as listed by the Soil Conservation
Service of the United States Department of
Agriculture. Preferred grasses require little or no
fertilizer, irrigation or mowing, to achieve
ornamental effect. If the grasses listed below are
not available, bahia may be used.
Chalky bluestem (Andropogon capillipes)
Creeping bluestem (Schizachyrium stoloniferum)
Lopsided Indiangrass (Sorghastrum secundum)
South Florida bluestem (Schizachyrium
rhizomatum)
Low panicum (Panicum spp.)
Pineland threeawn (Aristida stricta)
Seashore Paspalum
From the IR County Ordinance:
Appendix B: Exotic, Invasive Plants
Exotic plants are not native to Florida, defined as
those introduced, either purposefully or
accidentally. Some exotic plants can expand on
their own, thereby out-competing, displacing, and
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disrupting naturally occurring native plant
communities. Invasive exotic plants listed on the
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council's "Category I and
Category II List of Invasive Species" are
prohibited. The updated list may be viewed at:
http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm. Plants have to
studied for many years before being recognized as
invasive and then more years after designation, for
inventory of nurseries to deplete and stop selling
them. Incentivizing only native plants can prevent
invasive plants from harming our natural Florida
ecology.
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