CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE
JUNE 29, 2021 9:30 A.M.
CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA
A GE N D A
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A) June 7, 2021
3. PUBLIC COMMENT
4. NEW BUSINESS
5. OLD BUSINESS
A) Review of Charter
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Councilmembers Salaries
Councilmembers Term Limits
Additional Parks that need to be included in the Charter
Percentage of taxable property
Marina Enterprise Fund

6. CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS
7. MEMBER'S MATTERS
8. SET NEXT MEETINGDATE
9. ADJOURNMENT

This is a Public Meeting. Should an interested party seek to appeal any decision made by the Commission
•,
with respect
to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he will need a record of the proceedings
and that, for such purpose he may need to ensure that a record of the proceedings is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Anyone who needs a special
accommodation for this meeting may contact the City's Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Coordinator
at 978-4920 at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting.

CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
JUNE 7, 2021 9:30 A.M.
CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, VERO BEACH, FLORIDA
. PRESENT: Nancy Cook, Chairman; Ken Daige, Vice Chairman; Members: Linda Hillman, Peter Benedict II,

and Mark Mucher, Alternate Member Also Present: John Turner, City Attorney and Tammy Bursick, City
Clerk

1.

CALL TO ORDER

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and led the Committee and audience in the Pledge
of Allegiance to the flag.
2.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A)

May 21, 2021

Mrs. Hillman made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Daige seconded the motion and it passed
unanimously.

Mr. John Turner, City Attorney, commented that this Committee was originally to sunset in July, however
because of the time delays in having the Committee get started the Committee may want to request that
Council extend their time. He said getting the review of the Charter completed by Council's next meeting
in order to have items on the November election ballot seems very aggressive. By asking for ample time
to review the Charter it won't feel like they are under the gun to get it done quickly.
Mr. Benedict asked where Mr. Turner is getting a sense that the extra time is needed.
Mr. Turner commented that after reviewing the minutes from the last Charter Review Committee, which
was in 2014, it took them six (6) months to complete their work. He would suggest that the Committee
have their recommendations to the City Council by June 1, 2022, which he felt would be reasonable.
Mr. Daige wanted to bring up additional Parks that needed to be included in the Charter and hoped that
they could make this year's referendum just for that one (1) item.
Mr. Turner was not sure that Council was in favor of piece-milling the items.
Mr. Daige felt that it should be discussed.
Mr. Mucher said that they could propose the changes to Council and if Council accepts it then they could
have separate items on the ballot.
Chairman Cook asked if there was a motion to extend the Committee's timeframe of working on the
Charter to June 1, 2022.
Mr. Mucher mentioned they needed to consider the time that Council will need in order to digest their
recommendations.
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Chairman Cook wanted them to finish their review in a timely manner and not drag it out. She hoped that
they would finish before June 1, 2022. She made a motion to extend their timeframe to meet on the
Charter for another year or until June 1, 2022. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

3.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Linwood Fuller, who lives in the Cultural Arts Village, asked that a Park that is located in his
neighborhood be included in the Charter. He said that they want to preserve this property as Park land.
He pointed out on the map where the Park is located. There is only one (1) Park in this area and right now
it is just open space and does not have a name. It is #206 on the map that was provided to the Committee
members by the City.
The question was asked how big is the Park.
Mr. Daige said it was about 50 feet wide and 150 feet deep. He said that when they were looking at other
properties to include in the Charter this piece of property was looked at. However, at the time the City
wanted it to remain out of the Charter in case the property was needed for a roadway. That is not the
case today.

He said this would make an ideal Pocket Park for this neighborhood, which is why the

neighborhood wants to see it protected. He understands that one (1) of the neighbors mows the piece of
property.
Mr. Mucher noted that this City Park was established in the 1960's and the City has an obligation to take
care of it. They need to know what kind of Park they want there. Is it a playground Park or one that would
have sculptures on it .
Mr. Daige said that the neighborhood was in favor of keeping it green and remain open space. They just
don't want to see it developed. He was looking for this Committee's help in protecting the property.
Chairman Cook asked if there was any reason why the neighborhood would not take over the
maintenance of the property.
Mr. Fuller informed the Charter Review Committee that the neighbors were meeting tonight and he would
bring that up at their meeting.
Mr. Mucher said that either a lease could be done or the City could give the property to that entity.
Mr. Turner stated that as he understands it the area that they are talking about is not a recognized City
Park. He was told that it is an established Park. Mr. Turner said that it was not a good idea for any other
organization to maintain it. He said if the Park is not being maintained on a regular basis that needs to be
addressed by staff. He said that they could be at fault if something should happen and it opens them up
for liability.
Chairman Cook recommended signing an insurance waiver.
Mr. Turner did not think that was the way to go . He said the Park needs to be put on a maintenance
schedule and maintained on a regular basis.
Mr. Daige mentioned Piece of Pie Park and Jacoby Park. He said that those two (2) Parks were at one (1)
time very neglected and not being taken care of. This was brought to the attention of the City Council
and the City went out and started maintaining the Parks. They started out with getting these Parks
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protected in the Charter, which is what he would like to see with this Park. He doesn't want to see that
land sold. As far as maintenance, that can be worked out later down the road. The first thing that they
need to do is get it protected and then work out the details later.
Chairman Cook noted that the City is already stressed with the work that they have to do and they should
not be adding more work to their already busy schedules.

She suggested having the neighborhood

continue the maintenance of this property and signing some sort of hold harmless agreement with the
City.
Mr. Daige agreed having the neighborhood demonstrate their equity and having this piece of property
remain Park land in their neighborhood would help.
Mr. Turner said if Mr. Fuller's organization is interested then they can include something in writing.
Mr. Fuller appreciated the Commission's concerns regarding this matter.
Mr. Mucher referred to the map and said if the list is accurate then it is a City Park. He said they need to
decide if they want to put items on the referendum by piece-milling them .
Mr. Daige was asking that they do this today because the way the housing market is this piece of property
could be sold.

He really wants to protect this Park for this neighborhood.

He said that Edgewood

Subdivision is not very large and it took a long time to get it on the books and designated as the Cultural
Arts Village.

He thinks go ing forward the neighborhood could pull their resources and do the

maintenance. He would like to recommend to City Council that they protect this land.
Mr. Mucher was uncomfortable in doing anything until they hear from the City Manager.
Mr. Turner said that there is some protection in the Ordinance in that any piece of property owned by the
City that they want to sell would have to be declared surplus property. The property cannot be sold
without notice. He realizes that putting in in the Charter would protect it.
Mr. Daige said that they could ask Mr. David Gay, City Surveyor, what the exact width and depth of the
property is.
Mr. Turner suggested putting this item on their next agenda and have further discussion on it when the
City Manager can attend. In the meantime, Mr. Fuller could talk to his organization and come back and
give a report.
Mr. Mucher suggested ways to promote getting people to attend their meetings and speak under public
comment. He said maybe something like it could be mentioned at Coffee with the Mayor.
Chairman Cook said in the interest of time and efficiency she is not opposed to sending this to the City
Council.
Mr. Daige would like the City Council to look at it and consider putting it on as a referendum item . He said
with the rest of the items in the Charter they have time to discuss them and they can be put in the Charter
next year. He would like to see this one (1) item done this year.
Mrs. Tammy Bursick, City Clerk, briefly discussed the "Model City Charter" book that she presented to the
Committee and told them that this was a guideline that the last Charter Review Committee used.
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Mr. Daige added that he was a member of the last Charter Review Committee and they took a lot of time
in reviewing the Charter and doing their homework.
Mr. David Gay, Chief Surveyor, said that this piece of property that they have been discussing this morning
is 0.2 acres. He does not have the exact dimensions, but would say it is approximately 50 feet wide by
120 feet long. He said it was a buildable lot in the subdivision and is undeveloped and not maintained by
the City. He thought the resident next door was mowing the lot.
This item will be brought back at their next meeting for discussion. The Committee asked that Mr. Falls
and Mr. Gay be present to discuss ways on how to handle this piece of property.
Mr. Benedict mentioned that there would probably be more than this one (1) piece of property that they
will be discussing putting in the Charter. He said if there are other pieces of property that need to go into
the Charter then they might want to also look at them and do this all together.
Mr. Daige expressed the importance of having this piece of property put in the Charter sooner rather than
later. He said there are concerns with the neighborhood in wanting to have a Park. If there are other
properties to be considered they can discuss them, but this tiny piece of property is important.
Mrs. Hillman asked Mr. Fuller to get the comments from his neighbors on this. They need to hear that
this small piece of land is important for this neighborhood.
The Committee will continue discussion on this item at their next meeting. They will have a list of what
properties are protected and which are not (previously provided to them) . The Committee briefly
discussed surplus property and the Charter protected properties.
Chairman Cook asked what percentage of property in the City is off the tax rolls.
Mr. Gay said that there are 44% that are tax exempt properties.
Chairman Cook explained the reason she was asking is because they need to be looking towards the future
and decide what percentage of property will end up being taken off of the tax rolls . She said that the City
operates from the income on the tax rolls.
Mr. Gay explained that most surplus property on the list he provided to them is very small parcels and
most of them were purchased by the adjacent property owner.
Mr. Daige brought up the Charter and the land that it protects. He brought up the non-profit organizations
taking up so much land in the future. They might want to have the discussion on non-profit organizations
taking up City land . He wanted to hear how the Commission felt about that.
Mr. Mucher said it sounds to him like they are talking about removing things from the Charter and that is
not their intention.
Mr. Daige did not think that any of the Committee members wanted to take anything out of the Charter.
Mr. Gay brought up the nursery site across from Crestlawn Cemetery and that there is a communication
tower located there and the County would like to extend their lease agreement to continue using the
tower. However, this land is protected in the Charter and will need to go to referendum . He said that the
Committee might want to address allowing other municipal uses in those protected areas or taking that
small piece of property out of the Charter.
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Mr. Mucher asked if that was municipal as opposed to recreation use and extension of the lease requires
a referendum itself.
Mr. Turner said that it would.
Mr. Daige asked isn't this an emergency tower being used for the public.
Mr. Turner said reading it is a two (2) part element. They could add to the Charter if it is public or an
emergency that it be limited to that. Have the public understand that this is being use for an emergency
basis, public, or civic, and this could be separated . If it applies for emergency public purpose you may
lease it. This qualifies as a separate sentence to be included by itself in the Charter. He will bring the
wording to the Committee to look at, at their next meeting.
Mr. Gay made it clear that the tower was not exclusively being used just for emergency services.
Mr. Daige asked Mr. Turner to bring back the wording at their next meeting.
4.

NEW BUSINESS

A) Review of Charter:
1)

Councilmembers Salaries

Chairman Cook asked the Committee if they wanted to make recommendations on changing the City
Councilmembers salaries or have them remain what they are now.
Mr. Mucher said that it would not make any sense that those salaries should be fixed . He said that it
would make sense to having the City Council's salaries adjusted to the salary increase that the public gets.
He said that the last time that the salaries were discussed the City Council's car allowance was removed
and added to their monthly salary and put in the Charter. This did not allow the Council to decide on what
their salary would be. He doesn't know ifthis was intended to be forever. He could see an annual cost of
living increase given, which would also tie in with their terms of office. He said with a Councilmember
having to run every two (2) years they could go into debt with having to run a campaign. He said he knows
someone that it happened to. He said that the City Council gets a salary of $10,000 per year opposed to
what the County Commission gets a year, which is $65,000 a year and they (County Commission) only
have to run every four (4) years . He said maybe the terms of office and salaries are related.
Chairman Cook asked if the City Council gets insurance. Mrs. Bursick said that they are offered what a
City employee gets.
Mr. Daige asked what the Committee's recommendations on the salary is.
Mr. Mucher didn't know if they just needed a one (1) time jump or just start with giving them a cost of
living beginning today. He said that the City Council has not had a salary increase in many years.
Mr. Daige liked talking about an adjustment and not a jump. He said going forward the public would like
to see more people involved with being on Council and not just retired people. He wasn't sure how to go
about making that happen .
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Mr. Mucher said that the County Commission position is a much bigger job than the City Council, but it is
not defined as a full time job.
Mr. Turner explained that the County Commission's salary is set by State Statute and depends on how
large the County is.
Mr. Daige added that the County Commission also has a good benefit package, including their salary. He
said the County Commission could turn a salary increase down, but he has not heard of them doing that.
Mr. Mucher thought that was an individual decision, but it doesn't apply here. The other benefit package
that the County Commission receives is through the State retirement system.
Mr. Benedict questioned in taking this to referendum, what would the people support.
Chairman Cook said that it makes sense giving Council a cost of living raise every year. She doesn't know
of anyone who would object to that.
Mr. Oaige said that they would probably start hearing from the public on how they feel about increasing
an elected official's salary. He said that it has come up in the past with some pushback, but the people
w ill make that choice .
Mrs. Hillman noted that regular employees get a cost of living raise. She would feel that there should not
be any objections.
Mrs. Hillman made a motion to recommend that there be a change in the Charter to add City Council
salaries to include the annual cost of living.
unanimously.
2}

Mr. Mucher seconded the motion and it passed

Councilmembers Term Limits

Mrs. Hillman felt that the City Council's term limit should be extended by one (1) additional year and make
it a three (3) year term, instead of a two (2) year term, which is what it is now. She said when they first
get on Council there are schools that the City Council needs to attend and it takes the first year to get
acclimated to the position . She felt that they would be doing the public justice by changing the term from
two (2) years to three (3) years.
Mr. Mucher commented that they tried changing the terms to three (3) years, but it didn't make sense
because of the election cycle. He said that Fort Pierce Councilmembers are elected for a two (2) year
term, but the Mayor is elected for a four (4) year term . He said by having the terms changed to four (4)
year terms it may save the City some money on elections .
Mr. Daige commented that as far as term limits go each time it has been taken to referendum the voters
have turned it down pretty heavily. He asked the Committee to be mindful when recommending that
things be put on the ballot that they feel pretty comfortable that the public will vote for it. He said some
of the public has felt with having two (2) year terms that if they don't care for that person they can vote
them out. He said they were not looking for a decision right now.
Mr. Mucher said it has been awhile since the four (4) year term was turned down . He thinks that a four
(4) year term is a good idea and to not dismiss it because it didn't pass the last time . He asked whose job
was it to push these Charter amendments.
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Mr. Daige said that they all live in the community.
Mr. Mucher felt it might help if they were given some press coverage or public participation at their
meetings.
Chairman Cook commented with people running for City Council are they seeing a good group people
participating in City government or just a few people here and there. They want to have a lot of people
to choose from who are good qualified people. She questioned how they get that.
Mr. Benedict commented that basing their discussions on merit alone does not necessarily mean that it
will pass in the referendum. He said if it is their best recommendation to change the terms to four (4)
years they can put it out there and see what feedback they get. He said that they might change their
recommendations .as they move through the process, but right now there is a good argument to have the
term limit be for four (4) years.
Chairman Cook commented that the same issues keep being brought up over and over again.
Mr. Mucher added that the same people are consistently reelected if they are doing a good job. He said
that four (4) years is not a long time. He said it might be easier to sell if the term limits are maxed out
after serving for eight (8) years, which would mean two (2), four (4) year terms.
Mr. Daige agreed that they could continue discussing this. He said in local government they want to see
people elected who are committed and want to serve the people. These are the people that they want
so stay in office.
Mr. Mucher brought up the situation that recently occurred in the City of Sebastian where they recalled
a majority of their City Councilmembers. The Committee agreed to also look at the recall provision that
is outlined in their Charter.
The City Council's salary and term of office will both be put back on the next Charter Review Committee
agenda for further discussion.
3)

Percentage of taxable property within the City of Vero Beach

The percentage is 44% off of the tax roll. The Committee asked for more details on how much of this is
Airport property and some of the other specific types of properties.

4)

Additional Parks that need to be included in the Charter

Mr. Mucher said if there are any other additional properties that need to be protected in the Charter they
should talk about those.
Mr. Daige explained that he brought up this one (1) piece of property today because of the urgency. He
will go through the list and see if there are any other parcels that should be protected .
5.

OLD BUSINESS

Mrs. Hillman asked the City Attorney what entities in the City have an Enterprise Fund.
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Mr. Turner said that there is the Airport, Water and Sewer Department, Solid Waste and the Marina.
Mrs. Hillman brought up her concerns about the Marina being protected under the Charter. She would
like to see the monies made by the Marina be protected and stay with the Marina and not be taken out.
She said that Enterprise Funds should be protected and should be under the Charter.

The Marina

Enterprise Fund has had so much money taken out of it over the years and as a result of that it has not
been able to do the things that are needed for upgrades. They are now in a position to make those needed
changes and she doesn't want to see what happened before to the Marina happen again in the future.
Mr. Daige briefly went over how the Enterprise Funds operate in the City. If money from the Enterprise
Funds is not going back into the General Fund then they would need to find ways on how to fund the City.
He mentioned that having Police Officers comes at a cost and does the taxpayer want to shoulder all of
this. He agreed that with the downturn the Marina did suffer and now there is a little extra money coming
into the City. The Marina Director has been going after grants. He said a stormwater utility is another fee
putting on their citizenry. This will be adding an additional burden to the taxpayers going forward.
Mr. Benedict needed to excuse himself from the meeting at 11:11 a.m.
Mrs. Hillman asked that at their next meeting that they discuss the Enterprise Funds.

She is very

concerned about protecting the Marina.
Chairman Cook commented that it does cost a little more to do continuous maintenance, but if it keeps
getting put off then it will cost even more.
Mr. Mucher said that the Marina is in the Charter and it is funded. He said that the Marina itself is Charter
protected. He was not sure what the issue is.
Mr. Daige explained that the Marina property is in the Charter. They are discussing the business part of
the Marina.
Mr. Turner explained that the operations of the Marina are the responsibility of the Marina Director and
the City Manager. The Marina cannot be sold without a referendum, but the operation of the Enterprise
Fund could be changed .
Mr. Mucher recalled that the Recreation Department used to be called an Enterprise Fund and it always
lost money.
Mr. Turner said that he would talk to Mr. Falls about asking the Marina Director to attend one (1) of their
meetings.
Mr. Mucher wondered if it was outside of their purview to be putting something concerning an Enterprise
Fund in the Charter.
Mrs. Hillman wanted to know how much money came out of the Marina Fund and where was it directed.
She wanted to hear from the Finance Director to see if she thought it was a good idea to have the Marina
as an Enterprise Fund put into the Charter.
Mr. Daige would like to know if there are other cities that have their Enterprise Funds in the Charter. He
said that they could look at the "Model Charter" to see what their recommendations are . He agreed that

Page 8 CRC 06/07/2021

the Committee needed to hear from the Finance Director and the Marina Director concerning this. That
would help them make a decision and whether they should move forward on this or not.
Mr. Mucher was still questioning whether or not it was a Charter issue.
Mrs. Hillman stated that her main goal was to include this in the Charter.
Mr. Mucher commented that if the Electric Utility was in the Charter then they would have had to take it
to referendum before the City sold it.
Mr. Hillman was concerned about the money being transferred from the Marina . She doesn't want to
lose the Marina. She can see the Marina being a gold mine.
Mr. Daige said that it would be up to the City Manager as to whether the Finance Director and the Marina
Director will be allowed to address their questions.
Mr. Turner commented that some Enterprise Funds are not operated by the government, but are
negotiated through contracts and agreements allowing private enterprises to operate them . He said that
they should take that into consideration.
Mr. Mucher added that the way the Charter reads now is if they want to lease it to an outside company
to run then that would require a referendum, but if they wanted a management agreement then it
wouldn't. Mr. Turner said that was correct. The management company would not own the property,
they would just run the business.
Mr. Daige commented that the City did look at subcontracting the Marina out, but it did not fly . Then
they did do an RFP for someone to come in and run it and they determined they would have to increase
fees in order for that to work. It is a benefit to the City that the money is being transferred to help stop
tax increases. The boating community has picked up and the Marina Director is doing an outstanding job.
There is a good master plan in place and they are working through it. He said going forward lets protect
what they have for future generations because they want everyone to enjoy this beautiful City.
Mr. Mucher said when they invite the Finance Director to come to talk about the Marina finances, she
needs to be given a heads up about putting an Enterprise Fund into the Charter.

6.

CHAIRMAN'S MATTERS

These items were discussed earlier in the meeting.

7.

MEMBER'S MATTERS

These items were discussed earlier in the meeting.

8.

SET NEXT MEETING DATE

The next Charter Review Committee meeting will be held on June 29, 2021, at 9:30 a.m.

9. ADJOURNMENT
Today's meeting adjourned at 11:31 a.m.
/tb
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PART I
CHARTER*
Article I. Corporate Existence, Form of Government, Boundary, and Power
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

1.01.
1.02.
1.03.
1.04.

Corporate existence, form of government, and Charter.
Description of corporate boundary.
General powers of city.
Construction.

Article II. City Council
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

2.01.
2.02.
2.03.
2.04.
2.05.
2.06.
2.07.
2.08.
2.09.

Composition of city council.
Election and terms.
Compensation of council.
Mayor.
General powers of city council.
Council-employee relationship.
Vacancies, filling of vacancies.
City council meetings.
Referendum required.

Article III. Charter Officers
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

3.01.
3.02.
3.03.
3.04.
3.05.
3.06.

Designation.
Appointment.
Removal.
City manager-Powers and duties.
City clerk-Powers and duties.
City attorney-Powers and duties.

Article IV. Elections
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

J

4.01.
4.02 .
4.03.
4.04.
4.05.
4.06.
4.07.

Electors.
Nonpartisan elections.
Qualifying.
Form of ballots.
Schedule and notice of elections.
City canvassing board.
Recall.

*Editor's note-Printed herein is the Charter of the city as enacted at the election on
March 9, 1982. Amendments to the Charter are indicated by parenthetical history notes
following amended provisions. The absence of a history note indicates that the provision
remains unchanged from the original Charter. Obvious misspellings and punctuation errors
have been corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, headings and catchlines have
been made uniform and the same system of capitalization, citation to state statutes and
expression of numbers in text as appears in the Code of Ordinances has been. Additions made
for clarity are indicated by brackets.
Supp. No. 2
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Article V. General Provisions
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

5.01.
5.02.
5.03.
5.04.
5.05 .
5.06.

Charter amendments.
Oath of officers.
Limitation on employment of councilmembers.
Budget adoption.
Limitation on alienation of city-owned real property.
Zoning limitations.

Article VI. Transition Schedule
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

6.01.
6.02.
6.03.
6.04.
6.05.

Repeal of former Charter provisions.
Ordinances preserved.
Continuation in office.
Pending matters.
Effective date.

Appendix A.
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Description of Corporate Boundary
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CHARTER

§ 2.02

ARTICLE I. CORPORATE EXISTENCE, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, BOUNDARY,
AND POWER*
Section 1.01. Corporate existence, form of government, and Charter.

The City of Vero Beach in Indian River County, Florida, which was created by the Florida
Legislature, shall continue as a municipal corporation with a council-manager form of
government and with this document as the Charter for the city.
Section 1.02. Description of corporate boundary.

The area described in appendix A of this Charter shall constitute the corporate boundary of
the City of Vero Beach.
Section 1.03. General powers of city.

The city shall have all governmental, corporate, and proprietary powers to enable it to
conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions, and render municipal services,
and may exercise any power for municipal purposes except as expressly prohibited by law or
this Charter.
State law reference-Home rule powers, F.S. ch. 166.
Section 1.04. Construction.

The powers of the city shall be construed liberally in favor of the city, limited only by the
constitution, general and special law, and specific limitations in this Charter.
State law reference-Home rule powers, F.S. ch. 166.

ARTICLE II. CITY COUNCIL
Section 2.01. Composition of city council.

There shall be a city council of five members elected at large by the electors of the city. Only
qualified electors of the city with a minimum of one year of residency in the city as of the
qualifying deadline shall be eligible to be members of the city council.
(Ord. No. 2005-14, § 1, 11-29-2005)
Section 2.02. Election and terms.

The regular election of city councilmembers shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in November of each year in the manner provided in article IV of this Charter and
*State law reference-Home rule powers, F.S. ch. 166.
Supp. No. 17

CHT:3
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shall be for a term of two years. No election shall be required to be held if the number of
vacancies to be filled at the election are equal to or greater than the number of duly qualified
candidates for councilmembers.
(Ord. No. 86-01, § 2, 1-7-1986; Res. No. 86-06, 3-12-1986; Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003; Ord.
No. 2007-21, § 1, 10-2-2007; Ord. No. 2009-08, § 1, 3-3-2009)
State law reference-Florida Election Code, F.S. chs. 97-106.

Section 2.03. Compensation of council.
The mayor shall receive a salary of$1,125.00 per month and the other members of the city
council shall each receive a salary of $900.00 per month.
(Ord. No. 2005-14, § 3, 11-29-2005)

Section 2.04. Mayor.
(a) Selection. At the first meeting following the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November of each year the city council shall elect from the sitting councilmembers a mayor
and vice-mayor.
(b) Duties. The mayor shall preside at meetings of the council and shall be recognized as
head of the city government for service of process, ceremonial matters, and execution of
contracts, deeds, and other documents. The mayor shall have no administrative duties other
than those necessary to accomplish these duties.
(c) Absences. The vice-mayor shall act as mayor during the absence or disability of the
mayor and if a vacancy occurs or exists in the office of mayor the vice-mayor shall become
mayor for the completion of the unexpired term of the former mayor. In the temporary absence
of the mayor and vice-mayor the remaining councilmembers shall select a mayor pro tempore.
In the event that there is neither a mayor nor a vice-mayor sitting on the council, then the
council shall select a mayor to serve in that capacity until the next election. A mayor or
vice-mayor designate may refuse such office or once in office may resign from such office and
remain on the council as a member.
(Ord. No. 86-01, § 2, 1-7-1986; Res. No. 86-06, 3-12-1986; Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003; Ord.
No. 2007-21, § 2, 10-2-2007; Ord. No. 2009-08, § 2, 3-3-2009)

Section 2.05. General powers of city council.
All powers of the city shall be vested in the city council except those powers specifically
given to the Charter officers or specifically reserved by this Charter to the electors of the city.

Section 2.06. Council-employee relationship.
Neither the city council nor any of its members shall in any manner dictate the appointment
or removal of any city employee except the Charter officers nor shall the council or any of its
members give orders to any employee other than council orders to a Charter officer. The
council or its members shall deal on all matters through the appropriate Charter officer.
Supp. No. 17
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Section 2.07. Vacancies, filling of vacancies.
(a) Vacancies. The office of councilmember shall become vacant in accordance with general
law or if a councilmember is absent from four consecutive regular council meetings without
being excused by council prior to the fourth consecutive absence.
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Section 2.07. Vacancies, filling of vacancies.

(a) Vacancies. The office of councilmember shall become vacant in accordance with general
law or if a councilmember is absent from four consecutive regular council meetings without
being excused by council prior to the fourth consecutive absence.
(b) Filling of vacancies. A vacancy on the council shall be filled by a majority vote of the
remaining members of the council, unless at the time of the vacancy there is less than six
months remaining before the next regular election of city councilmembers, in which case the
council shall have the discretion to leave the seat vacant until the next regular election of city
councilmembers. Any person appointed by council to fill a vacancy shall hold office until the
next regular election of city councilmembers. If at any time the membership of the council is
reduced to less than a quorum, the remaining member or members may by majority vote
appoint additional members in conformity with this section or shall call for a special election
to be held within 60 days from the date of the vacancy which reduced the council to less than
a quorum. In the event that all seats on the council become vacant, the governor shall appoint
an interim council which shall serve until the next regular election.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, §§ 2, 4, 4-1-2003)
Section 2.08. City council meetings.

(a) Time and place. The council shall meet regularly at least once a month at such times and
places as the council may prescribe by rule. Special meetings may be held at the call of the
mayor, or, in his absence, at the call of the vice-mayor, or at the request of a majority of the
councilmembers; and, whenever practicable, shall provide for not less than 24 hours' notice to
each member and the public. The first meeting of the council after each election shall be an
organizational meeting scheduled by the City Clerk to be held within one week of certification
of the election results by the local supervisor of elections. At this organizational meeting the
newly-elected councilmembers shall be inducted into office.
(b) Quorum. A majority of the council shall constitute a quorum. No action of the council,
except as provided in section 2.07 shall be valid unless adopted by the affirmative vote of at
least three members of the council.
(c) Voting. Voting on ordinances and resolutions shall be by roll call and shall be recorded
by the city clerk in the journal.
(d) Rules. The council shall determine its own rules and order of business.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, §§ 3, 4, 4-1-2003; Ord. No. 2009-08, § 3, 3-3-2009)
Section 2.09. Referendum required.

Unless specifically authorized to do so by one or more local binding referendum elections,
the City of Vero Beach shall not on beaches owned by or within the municipal limits of the City
of Vero Beach, directly or indirectly, expend tax dollars from whatever source (local, state or
Supp. No. 17
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federal) on beach restoration that involves the direct or indirect placement of sand on the
beach except in the amount necessary to protect life or property during storms or other natural
disaster.
(Res. No. 89-19, 3-15-1989)

ARTICLE III. CHARTER OFFICERS
Section 3.01. Designation.

The city manager, city clerk, and city attorney are designated Charter officers.
Section 3.02. Appointment.

The Charter officers shall be appointed by the council and shall serve at the pleasure of the
council subject to the provisions of section 3.03 of this article.
Section 3.03. Removal.

To remove a Charter officer, the council shall adopt a preliminary resolution stating reasons
for the intended removal and shall offer the Charter officer an opportunity for a public hearing
before the council on the matters raised by the resolution. This preliminary resolution may
also suspend the Charter officer from duty immediately with pay. The Charter officer must
accept the offer of a public hearing or file a written response within ten days of the adoption
of the preliminary resolution or the resolution becomes final at the expiration of this ten-day
period and the Charter officer is terminated on that date. If the public hearing is requested it
shall be held not earlier than 20 days nor later than 30 days after the adoption of the
preliminary resolution. After any such public hearing, or after consideration of any written
response, the council shall adopt a final resolution of removal or let the preliminary resolution
lapse.
Section 3.04. City manager-Powers and duties.

The city manager when necessary shall appoint, suspend, demote, or dismiss any city
employee under his jurisdiction in accordance with law and the personnel rules, and may
authorize any department head to exercise these powers with respect to subordinates in that
department. The city manager shall direct and supervise the administration of all departments of the city except the offices of city clerk and city attorney and shall attend all council
meetings unless excused by council and shall have the right to take part in discussions, but not
vote. He shall see that all laws, Charter provisions, ordinances, resolutions, and other acts of
the council subject to enforcement by him are faithfully executed, and he shall act as the city's
director of emergency management with all of the authority of that position either granted by
the city's emergency management plan, the city council, state law, city or county ordinance.
The city manager shall also prepare and submit the annual budget, budget message, and
capital program to the council, and shall keep the council fully advised as to the -financial
condition and future needs of the city, and shall make such recommendations to the council
Supp. No. 17
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this Charter, all ordinances, resolutions, and other city documents and shall perform such
other duties as required by law or by the council. The city clerk shall be the supervisor of
elections for the city. The city clerk when necessary shall appoint, suspend, demote, or dismiss
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Section 4.06. City canvassing board.

The city canvassing board shall be composed of the Charter officers and the city attorney
shall act as chairman. At the close of the polls of any city election, or as soon thereafter as
practicable, the board shall meet at a place and time designated by the chairman and shall
proceed to publicly canvass the absentee electors' ballots and then publicly canvass the vote as

Supp. No. 17

CHT:8.1

CHARTER

§ 4.02

concerning the affairs of the city as he deems desirable. The city manager shall designate a
qualified city employee to exercise the powers and perform the duties of city manager during
any temporary absence or disability of the city manager. The council may revoke such
designation at any time and appoint another eligible person, other than a currently sitting
councilmember, to serve as acting city manager.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003; Ord. No. 2005-14, § 2, 11-29-2005)

Section 3.05. City clerk-Powers and duties.
The city clerk shall give notice of all city meetings to the councilmembers and the public as
required by law and shall attend all such meetings in person or by designee and shall keep
minutes of the proceedings. The city clerk shall authenticate by signature and be custodian of
this Charter, all ordinances, resolutions, and other city documents and shall perform such
other duties as required by law or by the council. The city clerk shall be the supervisor of
elections for the city. The city clerk when necessary shall appoint, suspend, demote, or dismiss
any employee in the office of the city clerk in accordance with law and the personnel rules of
the city. The city clerk shall prepare annual budgets for the operation of the office of the city
clerk and the city council and shall submit these budgets to the city manager for inclusion in
the annual city budget in accordance with uniform city procedures.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003)

Section 3.06. City attorney-Powers and duties.
The city attorney shall be a member of the Florida Bar and shall be the legal advisor to the
City of Vero Beach. The city attorney or his designee shall attend all city council meetings and
perform such professional duties as may be required of him by law or by the council. The city
attorney when necessary shall appoint, suspend, demote, or dismiss any employee in the office
of the city attorney in accordance with law and the personnel rules of the city. The city attorney
shall prepare an annual budget for the operation of the office of the city attorney and shall
submit this budget to the city manager for inclusion in the annual city budget in accordance
with uniform city procedures.

ARTICLE IV. ELECTIONS*
Section 4.01. Electors.
Any person who is a resident of the city, who has qualified as an elector of this state, and
who registers in the manner prescribed by law shall be an elector of the city.

Section 4.02. Nonpartisan elections.
All elections for the office of city councilmember shall be conducted on a nonpartisan basis
without any designation of political party affiliation.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003)

*State law reference-Florida Election Code, F.S. chs. 97-106.
Supp. No. 17
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Section 4.03. Qualifying.
Candidates for office of city councilmember shall qualify by filing a written notice of
candidacy with the city clerk at such time and in such manner as may be prescribed by
ordinance.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003)
Section 4.04. Form of ballots.
The city council shall prescribe the form of the ballot by ordinance including the method of
listing candidates for city council election. A Charter or ordinance amendment to be voted on
by the electors of the city shall be presented for voting by ballot title. The ballot title of a
measure may differ from its legal title and shall be a clear, concise statement describing the
· substance of the measure without argument or prejudice and shall be styled in such a manner
that a "yes" vote will indicate approval of the proposal and a "no" vote will indicate rejection.
Below the ballot title shall appear the following question: "Shall the above [Charter amendment] [ordinance] be adopted?" Immediately below such question shall appear in the following
order, the words "Yes for Approval" and also the words "No for Rejection" with a sufficient
blank space thereafter for the placing of the symbol "X" to indicate the voter's choice, if voting
machines are not used.
Section 4.05. Schedule and notice of elections.
(a) Regular. The regular election of councilmembers shall be held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in November of each year. The election of the councilmembers for a term of
two years shall be conducted so that three members shall be elected every even-numbered year
and two members shall be elected every odd-numbered year, and continuing in that order until
their successors are elected and take office. At all elections the candidates receiving the
greatest number of votes corresponding to the number of seats voted upon shall be elected. If
there is a tie vote for winner of a seat the city council shall make provision at its next meeting
for a special runoff election between the candidates receiving the tie vote to be held within 30
days. The three councilmembers who would have stood for election in the March 2008 election
shall continue in office until the November 2008 election, and the two councilmembers who
would have stood for election in the March 2009 election shall continue in office until the
November 2009 election.
(b) Regular unexpired term. An election to fill an unexpired term shall be held at the same
time ·as the regular annual election in accordance with paragraph (a) of this section.
(c) Special. Special municipal elections shall be held in the same manner as the regular
annual election except that the city council, by ordinance, shall fix the time of holding such
special elections.
(d) Public notice. All elections held pursuant to this Charter shall have at least 30 days'
notice of election or referendum by publication in a local newspaper. The publication shall be
made at least twice, once in the fifth week and once in the third week prior to the week in
which the election or referendum is to be held.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003; Ord. No. 2007-12, § 1, 6-17-2007; Ord. No. 2009-08, § 4,
3-3-2009)
Supp. No. 17
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shown by the returns then on file in the office of the supervisor of city elections. The board shall
prepare and sign a certificate containing the total number of votes cast for each person or other
measure voted on. The certificate shall be placed on file with the city clerk.
Section 4.07. Recall.
Any member of the city council may be removed from office by the electors of the city
following the procedures for recall established by general law.
State law reference-Recall of municipal elected officials, F.S. § 100.361.
ARTICLE V. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 5.01. Charter amendments.
This Charter may be amended in accordance with the provisions for charter amendments as
specified in the Municipal Home Rule Powers Act, F.S. ch. 166, or its successor. The form,
content, and certification of any petition to amend shall be established by ordinance.
State law reference-Procedure for amending Charter, F.S. § 166.031.
Section 5.02. Oath of officers.
After election or appointment and before taking office each councilmember or Charter officer
of the city shall swear or affirm:
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support, honor, protect, and defend the
Constitution and government of the United States and of the State of Florida; that I am duly
qualified to hold office under the Constitution of the State and under the Charter of the City
of Vero Beach; and that I will well and faithfully perform the duties of (title of office) on
which I am now about to enter so help me God."
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003)
State law reference-Oath of office, F.S. § 876.05.
Section 5.03. Limitation on employment of councilmembers.
No councilmember shall be employed by the city nor shall a former councilmember be
employed by the city until after the expiration of one year from the time of leaving office.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, § 4, 4-1-2003)
Section 5.04. Budget adoption.
The council shall adopt an annual budget for the city by ordinance before October 1 of each
year. An ordinance adopting an annual budget shall constitute appropriations of the amounts
specified as expenditures from the funds indicated and shall constitute a levy of the property
tax proposed.
State law reference-Procedure for adoption of budget and millage rate, F.S. § 200.065.
Supp. No. 30
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Section 5.05. Limitation on alienation of city-owned real property.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the following parks and public lands may not be
sold, leased, traded, or given away by the city unless such sale, lease, trade, or gift is approved
by a vote of the electors of the City of Vero Beach. The properties are as follows:
(1)

Pocahontas Park;

(2)

Humiston Beach Park;

(3)

Jaycee Beach Park;

(4)

South Beach Park;

(5)

Alex MacWilliam Park;

(6)

Riverside Park;

(7)

Veterans Memorial Island Sanctuary;

(8)

Troy Moody Park;

(9)

Municipal Marina;

(10) Young Park;
(11) Bob Summers Park;
(12) The property north of the 17th Street Bridge, west of the Indian River, and east of
Indian River Boulevard which is the present site of the city power plant;
(13) The property south of the 17th Street Bridge, west of the Indian River, and east of
Indian River Boulevard which is the present site of the city wastewater treatment
plant;
(14) Block Manor Park;
(15) Charles Park;
(16) Jacoby Park;
(17) Alex MacWilliam Boat Basin Park;
(18) Piece of Pie Park;
(19) Pine Terrace Park;

(20) Royal Palm Pointe Park;
(21) Van Busch Park;
(22) Crestlawn Cemetery;
(23) Lake Rose;
(24) Leisure Square;
(25) Michael Field;
(26) Old City Nursery.
Supp. No. 30
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(b) The foregoing properties may be leased without a referendum only for a public or civic
purpose which also serves a recreational, artistic, or cultural purpose, including incidental
concessions. Crestlawn Cemetery individual and family burial spaces, plots, and lots, burial
rights, and columbarium spaces and niches may be sold, transferred, or conveyed, without a
referendum, for the burial, entombment, or interment of human remains as provided by
ordinance.
(Res. No. 86-06, 3-12-1986; Res. No. 88-53, 10-18-1988; Ord. No. 2006-23, § 1, 12-12-2006; Ord.
No. 2014~11, § 3, 8-19-2014)
Section 5.06. Zoning limitations.
The building height limitations and density levels existing in the Zoning Ordinance of the
City of Vero Beach, Florida, on August 15, 1989, shall not be increased by action of the city
council unless such increase shall have first been approved by the electors of the City of Vero
Beach, Florida, at a referendum proposing such a building height or density level increase.
(Ord. No. 89-57, § 2, 8-15-1989)

'
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(b) The foregoing properties may be leased without a referendum only for a public or civic
purpose which also serves a recreational, artistic, or cultural purpose, including incidental
concessions. Crestlawn Cemetery individual and family burial spaces, plots, and lots, burial
rights, and columbarium spaces and niches may be sold, transferred, or conveyed, without a
referendum, for the burial, entombment, or interment of human remains as provided by
ordinance.
(Res. No. 86-06, 3-12-1986; Res. No. 88-53, 10-18-1988; Ord. No. 2006-23, § 1, 12-12-2006;
Ord. No. 2014-11, § 3, 8-19-2014)
Section 5.06. Zoning limitations.
The building height limitations and density levels existing in the Zoning Ordinance of the
City of Vero Beach, Florida, on August 15, 1989, shall not be increased by action of the city
council unless such increase shall have first been approved by the electors of the City of Vero
Beach, Florida, at a referendum proposing such a building height or density level increase.
(Ord. No. 89-57, § 2, 8-15-1989)

ARTICLE VI. TRANSITION SCHEDULE
Section 6.01. Repeal of former Charter provisions.
All Charter provisions in effect prior to the effective date of this Charter, including, but
not limited to, those contained in Chapter 27943, Special Acts, Laws of Florida 1951, are
repealed except those provisions which established the municipal corporation known as the
City of Vero Beach.
Section 6.02. Ordinances preserved.
All ordinances in force on the effective date of this Charter, to the extent not inconsistent
with it, shall remain in force until repealed or amended.
Section 6.03. Continuation in office.
Councilmembers shall continue to hold their offices for the term to which they were
elected or appointed and to discharge their duties until their successors take office.
(Ord. No. 2003-10, §§ 4, 5, 4-1-2003)
Section 6.04. Pending matters.
No rights, claims, actions, contracts, or legal or administrative proceedings existing on the
effective date of this Charter and involving the city shall be affected by the adoption of this
Charter, including the number of intoxicating beverage licenses which the city may be
presently allowed by law.
Supp. No. 42
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Section 6.05. Effective date.
This Charter shall become effective on May 1, 1982, except that section 6.03(b) shall
become effective immediately on becoming law.

APPENDIX A. DESCRIPTION OF CORPORATE BOUNDARY
1. Beginning at the Northwest corner of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter

of Section 28, Township 32 South, Range 39 East, said point also being the Northwest corner
of Tract 14, according to The Last General Plat of the Lands of the Indian River Farms
Company, recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 25, of the Official Records of St. Lucie County,
Florida, said lands now lying and being in Indian River County, Florida;
2. Thence South along the West line of said Tract 14, said line also being the East
right-of-way line of 56th Avenue, to the Northeast corner of Tract 4 of Section 33, Township
32 South, Range 39 East;
3. Thence Westerly along the North line of said Tract 4, of Section 28, Township 32 South,
Range 39 East, said line also being the South right-of-way line of 37th Street, to the
Northeast corner of the Kingsway Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 10, Page 59, of the
Official Records of Indian River County;
4. Thence Southerly along the East line of said Kingsway Subdivision to the Southeast
corner of said Kings way Subdivision;
5. Thence East to the Northeast corner of The Squire subdivision as recorded in Plat Book
9, Page 10, of the Official Records of Indian River County;
6. Thence Southerly along the East line of said The Squire subdivision and the Southerly
extension thereof, to a point on the North line of Tract 12, of Section 28, Township 32 South,
Range 39 East, said line also being the South right-of-way line of 33rd Street;
7. Thence Westerly along the South right-of-way line of 33rd Street to the intersection
with the East right-of-way of 58th Avenue (Kings Highway);
8. Thence Southerly along said East right-of-way of 58th Avenue to the intersection with
the North right-of-way line of 26th Street (Walker Avenue);
9. Thence Easterly along said North right-of-way line to the intersection with the East
line of Tract 13 of said Section 33, Township 32 South. Range 39 East;
10. Thence Northerly along said East line of Tract 13 to the Northeast corner of said
Tract 13, also being the Northwest corner of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter
of Section 33, Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
11. Thence East to the Northwest corner of Tract 16, of Section 33, Township 32 South,
Range 39 East, also being the Northwest corner of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast
quarter of said Section 33;
Supp. No. 42
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12. Thence South along the East line of said Tract 16 to the North right-of-way line of
26th Street;
13. Thence East along the North right-of-way line of 26th Street to a point of intersection
of the East right-of-way line of 43rd Avenue as it lies south of said 26th Street;
14. Thence South along said East line of the 43rd Avenue right-of-way to the Northerly
right-of-way line of the Main Canal of the Indian River Farms Water Control District;
15. Thence continue South along the East line of said 43rd Avenue right-of-way to the
Southerly right-of-way line of said Main Canal;
16. Thence continue South along the East right-of-way line of 43rd Avenue to a point on
the Easterly extension of the North line of Lot 1 of Pinewood Subdivision as recorded in Plat
Book 2, Page 89, of the Official Records of Indian River County;
17. Thence West along the Easterly extension and the North line of said Lot 1 to a point
lying 28.60 feet east of the Southeast corner of Lot 25 of said Pinewood Subdivision;
18. Thence North 48.60 feet;
19. Thence West 28.60 feet to a point on the East line of said Lot 25;
20. Thence North to the Northeast corner of said Lot 25;
21. Thence West along the North line of said Lot 25 to the Northwest corner of said Lot 25
and also being the East right-of-way line of 44th Avenue;
22. Thence South along the East right-of-way line of 44th Avenue to the Southwest corner
of Lot 23 of said Pinewood Subdivision;
23. Thence East along the South lines of Lot 23, Lot 2, and the Easterly extension of the
South line of Lot 2, of said Pinewood Subdivision, to a point on the East right-of-way line of
43rd Avenue;
24. Thence South along the East right-of-way line of 43rd Avenue to a point 35 feet north
of the South line of the Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 10, Township
33 South, Range 39 East, said point being on the North right-of-way line of 14th Street;
25. Thence East along the North right-of-way line of 14th Street to the Southwest corner
of Wright's Place Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 6, of the Official Records of St.
Lucie County;
26. Thence Southerly along the Southerly extension of the West line of said Wright's
Place Subdivision for a distance of 30 feet to a point on the North line of Tract 5, Section 11,
Township 33 South, Range 39 East;
27. Thence continue in a Southerly direction along the West line of the East 10 acres of
said Tract 5 for a distance of 400 feet;
28. Thence Easterly along a line parallel with the North line of said Tract 5 to a point of
intersection with the East line of said Tract 5;
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29. Thence Northerly along said East line of Tract 5 for a distance of 70.9 feet;
30. Thence Easterly and parallel with the North line of Tract 6, Section 11, Township 33
South, Range 39 East for a distance of 529.9 feet to a point on the East line of the West 4
Acres of the North 10 Acres of said Tract 6;
31. Thence Northerly along said East line of the East 2 Acres of the West 4 Acres of the
North 10 Acres of Tract 6 to an intersection with the South right-of-way line of 14th Street;
32. Thence West along said South right-of-way of 14th Street to a point on the West line
of the East 2 Acres of the West 4 Acres of the North 10 Acres of Tract 6;
33. Thence North 35.0 feet along said West line to a point on the North right-of-way of
14th Street, said point also being on the North line of Tract 6;
34. Thence East along said North right-of-way line of 14th Street to a point on the West
line of the Southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section
11, Township 33 South, Range 39 East;
35. Thence Northerly along the West line of the Southeast quarter of the Northeast
quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 1, for a distance of 30.0 feet to the North
right-of-way line of 14th Street, said point also being the Southwest corner of Vero Pines
Development, Unit No. 2, as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 30 of the Official Records of
Indian River County;
36. Thence Easterly along the South line of Vero Pines Development, Unit No. 2, and the
Easterly extension thereof to an intersection with the West line of the Northwest quarter of
the Northeast quarter of Section 11, Township 33 South, Range 39 East, said point also being
on the East right-of-way of 20th Avenue;
37. Thence Northerly along said East right-of-way line of 20th Avenue for a distance of
5.0 feet to a point on the North right-of-way line of 14th Street, now abandoned by County
Resolution 2006-087 and recorded in Official Records Book 2080, Page 228 of the Official
Records of Indian River County;
38. Thence Easterly along said North line of the abandoned 14th Street to the Southwest
corner of Brea Burn Park Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 3, Page 23 of the Official
Records of Indian River County, said point also being on the East right-of-way of 16th
Avenue;
39. Thence South along said East right-of-way line of 16th Avenue to the Southwest
corner of Lot 10 of Rivenbark Subdivision, Unit 2, as recorded in Plat Book 7, Page 43 of the
Official Records of Indian River County;
40. Thence East to the Southeast corner of said Lot 10;
41. Thence North along the East line of Lots 10, 11, 12, 13, of said Rivenbark Subdivision
Unit 2 and the Northerly extension thereof to the North right-of-way line of 14th Street;
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42. Thence run East along said North right-of-way line of 14th Street to the East line of
Section 11, Township 33 South, Range 39 East, said point also being on the East right-of-way
of 12th Avenue;
43. Thence South along the East right-of-way of 12th Avenue to the North line of the
South one-half of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 12, Township 33
South, Range 39 East;
44. Thence East along the North line of said South one-half of the Southwest quarter of
the Northwest quarter of Section 12, Township 33 South, Range 39 East for a distance of 25
feet to a point on the East right-of-way of 12th Avenue;
45. Thence South along the East right-of-way of 12th Avenue to an intersection with the
North right-of-way of 12th Street as recorded in Official Record Book 932, Page 2277 of the
Official Records of Indian River County;
46. Thence Southeasterly along the North right-of-way of 12th Street and parallel with
the South line of the Northwest quarter of Section 12, Township 33 South, Range 39 East for
a distance of 645.20 feet, said point being 303. 7 feet more or less West of the West
right-of-way of Old Dixie Highway;
47. Thence Northwesterly and parallel with said West right-of-way line of Old Dixie
Highway for a distance of 327.55 feet, less additional right-of-way for 12th Street as
described in Official Record Book 719, Page 80 and Book 731, Page 681 of the Public Records
of Indian River County (or approximately 306.8 feet);
48. Thence Easterly and parallel with said North line of the South one-half of the
Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 12 a distance of 103. 75 feet;
49. Thence Southeasterly and parallel with the West right-of-way line of Old Dixie
Highway for a distance of 22.89 feet;
50. Thence Easterly and parallel with said North line of the South one-half of the
Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 12 for a distance of 200.0 feet to an
intersection with said West right-of-way line of Old Dixie Highway;
51. Thence Northwesterly along said West right-of-way line of Old Dixie Highway to an
intersection with said South line of the North one-half of the Southwest quarter of the
Northwest quarter of Section 12;
52. Thence Easterly along said South line of the North one-half of the Southwest quarter
of the Northwest quarter of Section 12, to the East line of the Southwest quarter of the
Northwest quarter of Section 12;
53. Thence North along the East line of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter
and the Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 12 to an intersection with the
East right-of-way line of the Florida East Coast Railway;
54. Thence continue North along the East line of the Northwest quarter of the Northwest
quarter to a point which is 350 feet south of the North line of Section 12;
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55. Thence East and parallel with the North line of Section 12 for a distance of 35.0 feet
to a point on the East right-of-way of 10th Avenue, said point also being the Southwest
corner of Indian River Plaza as recorded in Plat Book 10, Page 73 of the Official Records of
Indian River County;
56. Thence East along the South line of said Indian River Plaza for a distance 852.5 feet;
57. Thence South a distance of 5.0 feet to a point on the South line of said Indian River
Plaza;
58. Thence East along the South line of said Indian River Plaza and the Easterly
extension thereof to an intersection with the East right-of-way line of U.S. Highway No. 1;
59. Thence North along said East right-of-way line of U.S. Highway No. 1 to an
intersection with the north right-of-way of 15th Place, said point being on the west line of Lot
14, Block 2, Tropical Park subdivision;
60 . Thence southeasterly along a curve of the north right-of-way of 15th Place, concave to
the north east, having a radius of 25.00 feet, and a central angle of 90°07'00" for a distance
of 39.72 feet to a point on tangency on the north line of 15th Place;
61. Thence North along said East right-of-way line of 15th place for a distance of 102.95
feet to a point lying 7.00 feet west of the southeast corner of Lot 14, Block 2, Tropical Park
Subdivision;
62. Thence north of and 7 .00 feet west of the east line of Lots 12, 13, and 14, Block 2,
Tropical Park Subdivision for a distance of 110.00 feet;
63. Thence easterly and perpendicular to the cast line of Lot 12, Block 2, Tropical Park
Subdivision for a distance of 7 .00 feet to a point on the east line of said Lot 12;
64. Thence northerly along the cast line of said Lot 12 for a distance of 48.24 feet to the
northeast corner of said Lot 12;
65. Thence westerly along the north line of said Lot 12 for a distance of 135.00 feet to the
northwest corner of said Lot 12 and an intersection with the east right-of-way line of U.S.
Highway No. 1;
66. Thence North along said East right-of-way line of U.S. Highway No. 1 to an
intersection with the South line of the North one-half of Lot 5, Block 2, Dr. Richard E.
Bullington's Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 5 of the Official Records of St.
Lucie County;
67. Thence East along the South line of the North one-half of said Lot 5 to the East line
thereof;
68. Thence North on the East line of said Lot 5, the Northerly extension of said East line
to a point on the North right-of-way of 17th Street and the East line of Lot 4, Block 2, Dr.
Richard E. Bullington's Subdivision to an intersection with the South right-of-way line of
18th Street;
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69. Thence East along the South right-of-way line of 18th Street to the Northeast corner
of Lot 1, Block "X" ofRockridge Subdivision, Unit 7 as recorded in Plat Book 5, Page 81 of the
Official Records of Indian River County;
70. Thence South along the East line of said Block "X", the same being the West line of Lot
1, Block 2 of Dr. R.E. Bullington's Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 5 of the
Official Records of St. Lucie County, to an intersection with the South line of the North
308.50 feet of said Lot 1, Block 2;
71. Thence East along said South line to an intersection with the East line of the West 2.5
Acres of said Lot 1, Block 2 of Dr. R.E. Bullington's Subdivision;
72. Thence South along said East line of the West 2.5 Acres of said Lot 1, Block 2 of Dr.
R.E. Bullington's Subdivision to a point on the North right-of-way line of 17th Street;
73 . Thence East along the North right-of-way of 17th Street to an intersection with the
East line of said Lot 1, Block 2, said intersection also being on the West line of Section 6,
Township 33 South, Range 40 East;
74. Thence South along the West line of said Section 6 to a point, said point being 137.29
feet North of the Southwest corner of said Section 6;
75. Thence East along a line parallel with the South line of said Section 6 for a distance
of 135.00 feet to a point;
76. Thence South and parallel with the West line of said Section 6 to a point on the South
line of said Section 6;
77. Thence East along said South line of Section 6 to the East line of the West 10 Acres of
said Government Lot 4, Section 6;
78. Thence South along the East line of the West 10 Acres of Government Lot 2, Section
7, Township 33 South, Range 40 East to the South line of the North 5 Acres of the East 10
Acres of the West 20 Acres of said Government Lot 2;
79. Thence East along the South line of said North 5 Acres of the East 10 Acres of the
West 20 Acres of Government Lot 2 to the East line of the West 20 Acres of said Government
Lot 2;
80. Thence South along the East line of the West 20 Acres of Government Lot 2, to the
South line of said Government Lot 2;
81. Thence East along the South line of Lots 2 and 1 of said Section 7 and continuing East
along an Easterly extension of said South line to a point which is 1,712 feet west of the
Southeast corner of Government Lot 2, Section 8, Township 33 South, Range 40 East;
82. Thence Southeasterly to a point on the South line of Section 8, Township 33 South,
Range 40 East, said point being 3,023 feet west of the Southeast corner of said Section 8;
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83. Thence East along the South line of said Section 8 to a point on the East shore of the
Indian River, said point also being the Southwest corner of Castaway Cove, Wave Two as
recorded in Plat Book 10, Page 44 of the Official Records of Indian River County;
84. Thence Northerly along the Westerly line of said Castaway Cove, Wave Two to the
Northwest corner of Castaway Cove Wave Two;
85. Thence North 64 degrees 58 minutes 46 seconds East along the North line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Two for a distance of 210.00 feet;
86 . Thence North 25 degrees 01 minutes 14 seconds West along the North line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Two for a distance 49.00 feet;
87 . Thence North 64 degrees 58 minutes 46 seconds East along the North line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Two for a distance 693.34 feet to the Westerly right-of-way line of
State Road AlA;
88. Thence South 25 degrees 01 minutes 14 seconds East along said Westerly right-of-way
of State Road AlA to a point on the Westerly extension of the South line of Castaway Cove,
Wave Three as recorded in Plat Book 10, Page 54 A of the Official Records of Indian River
County;
89. Thence North 64 degrees 58 minutes 46 seconds East along the South line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Three for a distance of 616.35 feet;
90. Thence South 25 degrees 01 minutes 14 seconds East along the South line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Three for a distance of 20.00 feet;
91. Thence North 64 degrees 58 minutes 46 seconds East along the South line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Three for a distance of 400.00 feet;
92. Thence South 25 degrees 01 minutes 14 seconds East along the South line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Three for a distance of 56.00 feet;
93. Thence North 64 degrees 58 minutes 46 seconds East along the South line of
Castaway Cove, Wave Three to the East boundary of the State of Florida;
94. Thence meander Northerly along the East boundary of the State of Florida to a point
on the extended North line of Government Lot 1, Section 29, Township 32 South, Range 40
East;
95. Thence continue meandering Northerly along the East boundary of the State of
Florida, for an approximate distance of 519 feet to a point on the north line of the property,
known as the "Government Tracking Station", and described in Official Records Book 611
Page 419 of the Public Records of Indian River County, Florida, and being a dividing line
with the Town of Indian River Shores;
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96. Thence westerly along the north line of the "Government Tracking Station" property
to a point on the northeast corner of a portion of the "Government Tracking Station" deeded
to Indian River County in Official Records Book 3148 Page 705 of the Public Records of
Indian River County, Florida;
97. Thence southerly along the east line of said Indian River County parcel and the east
line of the right-of-way parcel deeded to Indian River County in Official Records Book 3148
Page 700 of the Public Records of Indian River County, Florida;
98. Thence westerly along the south line of the said right-of-way parcel to a point on the
west line of said "Government Tracking Station" property;
99. Thence southerly along the west line of said "Government Tracking Station" property
to the southwest corner of said property, said point also being on the North line of
Government Lot 1, Section 29, Township 32 South, Range 40 East;
100. Thence West along the North line of said Government Lot 1, Section 29, Township 32
South, Range 40 East and the North line of Section 30, Township 32 South, Range 40 East
to a point on the easterly line of the Town of Indian River Shores;
101. Thence meandering Southerly along said Easterly line of the Town of Indian River
Shores to a point on the South line of Tract 25, said point lying 1,915 feet east of the
Southwest corner of Tract 25, said Tract also being part of the South boundary of the Town
of Indian River Shores as set forth in Chapter 57-1415, Special Acts of 1957;
102. Thence Westerly along said South boundary of said Tract 25 to the Southwest corner
of Tract 25;
103. Thence Southeast to the Northeast corner of Tract 18;
104. Thence South along the East boundary of Tract 18 as set forth in Chapter 57-1415,
Special Acts of 1957, to the South line of the North one-half of Section 30, Township 32
South, Range 40 East;
105. Thence West along the South line of the North one-half of Section 30, and the South
line of the North one-halfof Section 25 , Township 32 South, Range 39 East to the West mean
high water line of the Indian River;
106. Thence meander Northerly along said West mean high water line to an intersection
with the North line of Government Lot 1, Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
107. Thence continue meandering Northerly along said West mean high water line to an
intersection with the North line of the 16.47 Acre parcel in Government Lot 3, Section 24,
Township 32 South, Range 39 East annexed into the City of Vero Beach per Ordinance
2007-11;
108. Thence Southwesterly along said North line of 16.47 Acre parcel to a point on the
West line of Government Lot 3, Section 24, Township 32 South, Range 39 East, said line also
being the west line of the Southeast quarter of Section 24;
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109. Thence South along the West line of the Southeast quarter of Section 24, Township
32 South, Range 39 East, and the west line of the Northeast quarter of Section 25, Township
32 South, Range 39 East to the Southwest corner thereof;
110. Thence North 89°51'33" West along the north line of the Northeast quarter of the
Southwest quarter of Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East for a distance of 1174.54
feet;
111. Thence South 00°08'27" West for a distance of 50.00 feet;
112. Thence North 89°51'33" West for a distance of 125.00 feet;
113. Thence South 45°08'27" West for a distance of 27.80 feet to a point on the west line
of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 25 , Township 32 South, Range
39 East;
114. Thence South 00°08'36" East along the west line of the Northeast quarter of the
Southwest quarter of Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East for a distance of 61.05
feet to a point on the northeasterly right of way line of Indian River Boulevard as described
in Official Record Book 790, Page 2304 of the Public Records oflndian River County, Florida;
115. Thence Southeasterly along the said northeasterly right-of-way of Indian River
Boulevard to the south line of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 25,
Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
116. Thence east along the south line of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter
of Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East to the southeast corner thereof;
117. Thence south along the west line of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter
of Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East to a point on the northeasterly right-of-way
line of Indian River Boulevard;
118. Thence southeasterly along the said northeasterly right-of-way of Indian River
Boulevard to the east line of the west 686.49 feet of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast
quarter of Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
119. Thence north along the east line of the west 686.49 feet of the Southwest quarter of
the Southeast quarter of Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East to a point lying 30
feet south of the north line of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 25,
Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
120. Thence East on a line 30 feet south of and parallel with the north line of said
Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 25 to an intersection with the West
line of Government Lot 4, Section 25, Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
121. Thence South along the West line of Government Lot 4 of said Section 25 and the
East one-quarter of Section 36, Township 32 South, Range 39 East to the South right-of-way
line of the Main Canal of the Indian River Farms Water Control District;
Supp. No. 45

CHT:20

CHARTER

§ 6.05

122. Thence West along the South right-of-way line of the Main Canal to a point on the
Southerly extension of the East line of Somerset Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 15,
Page 25 of the Official Records of Indian River County, also being the Northwest quarter of
the Southwest quarter of Section 36, Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
123. Thence North along the Southerly extension of Somerset Subdivision to the
Southeast corner of said Somerset Subdivision;
124. Thence North along said East line of said Somerset Subdivision to the Northeast
corner of Somerset Subdivision;
125. Thence West along the North line of said Somerset Subdivision to the Northwest
corner of Somerset Subdivision;
126. Thence South along the West line of said Somerset Subdivision and the southerly
extension thereof to a point on the South right-of-way line of the Main Canal of the Indian
River Farms Water Control District;
127. Thence West along the South right-of-way line of the Main Canal to a point on the
Southerly extension of the East line of R.D. Carter's Subdivision as recorded in Plat Book 4,
Page 28 of the Official Records of Indian River County, also being the Northeast quarter of
the Southeast quarter of Section 35, Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
128. Thence North along said Southerly extension of the East line of R.D. Carter's
Subdivision and the East line thereof to the Northeast corner of R.D. Carter's Subdivision,
said point also being on the South line of the Northeast quarter of Section 35, Township 32
South, Range 39 East;
129. Thence East to the Southeast corner of the Northeast quarter of Section 35,
Township 32 South, Range 39 East;
130. Thence North to the Northeast corner of the Southeast quarter of the Northeast
quarter of Section 35, Township 32 South, Range 29 East;
131. Thence West along the North line of the Southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter
of Section 35, Township 32 South, Range 39 East for a distance of 660 feet to the Northwest
corner of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of said
Section 35;
132. Thence South along the West line of the East 660 feet of the Southeast quarter of the
Northeast quarter of Section 35, Township 32 South, Range 39 East to a point on the
Easterly extension of the property described in Official Records Book 1223, Page 1436 of the
Official Records of Indian River County;
133. Thence West along said Easterly extension line of property described in Official
Record Book 1223, Page 1436 to the Northeast corner of said property, said corner being
625.00 feet East of the Easterly right-of-way line of U.S. Highway #1;
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134. Thence West along said North line of said property described in Official Record Book
1223, Page 1436 for a distance of 417 .00 feet more or less to a point, said point being 200 .00
feet Easterly of, as measured perpendicular to, the Easterly right-of-way line of U.S.
Highway #1;
135. Thence Northerly on a line 200 feet west of and parallel with the Easterly
right-of-way line of said U.S. Highway #1 to the North line of Section 35, Township 32 South,
Range 39 East;
136. Thence West along the North line of Section 35 to the Westerly line of the Florida
East Coast Railway;
137. Thence Northerly along the Westerly line of said Railway to the South right-of-way
line of 41st Street (South Gifford Road);
138. Thence West along the South right-of-way line of said 41st Street to the center line
of the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 27, Township 32 South, Range
39 East;
139. Thence South to a point 200.00 feet south of the Northeast corner of the Southwest
quarter of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 27, Township 32 South,
Range 39 East;
140. Thence West and parallel with the North line of the Southwest quarter of the
Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter and the North line of the Southeast quarter of
the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of said Section 27 to the East line of the
West one-half of the East one-half of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of said
Section 27;
141. Thence North along said East line of the West one-half of the East one-half of the
Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of said Section 27 to the North line of the
Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter of said Section 27;
142. Thence West along the North line of the Southwest quarter of the Southwest quarter
of said Section 27 and the North line of the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of
Section 28, Township 32 South, Range 39 East to the Southeast corner of the West 10.58
acres of the East 20.58 acres of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said
Section 28;
143. Thence North along the East line of said West 10.58 acres of the East 20.58 acres of
the Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 28 to the South right-of-way line
of 41st Street;
144. Thence West along the South right-of-way line of said 41st Street to the West line of
the West 10.58 acres of the East 20.58 acres of the Northeast quarter of the Southeast
quarter of said Section 28;
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145. Thence South on said West line of the West 10.58 Acres of the East 20.58 Acres of the
Northeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Section 28 to the North line of the
Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of said Section 28;
146. Thence West along the North line of the South one-half of the Southeast quarter and
the North line of the South one-half of the Southeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of said
Section 28 to the Point of Beginning, all of the above lying in Indian River County, Florida.
City of Vero Beach contains 8,549 acres or 13.36 square miles more or less. The city limit
was amended by City Ordinance No. 2020-17, approved 10-6-20, Description Revision Date:
October 13, 2020.
(Rev. of 10-30-2006; Rev. of 5-11-2007; Rev. of 12-26-2007; Rev. of 8-15-2008; Rev. of
11-15-2013; Rev. of 11-6-2019; Rev. of 10-13-2020)
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